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 From the Editor Peter Woollam

Dear reader,

Welcome to the first edition of the Parish Magazine to
be published online!  It has been produced as a paper-
only publication for many years and so placing it on the
village website is an important development for us.

We hope that you will find it interesting and
informative.  We have a number of regular contributors
and others who occasionally send us articles.  We’re always happy to consider
new material and so, if you have any suggestions, we’d like to hear from you.

This online version differs a little from the printed one.  We respect the fact
that some people are happy for their names and contact details to appear in the
paper version which has limited circulation within our local community, but do
not wish their personal data to be published online.  This applies to advertisers
as well, many of whom are small businesses whose contact details serve for
both personal and business use.  All have been asked to consent to online
publication; some have declined and some have not yet responded.  As a result,
certain information found in the paper version has been deleted here.

Note that articles and advertisements are accepted in good faith.  Any opinions
expressed are those of the authors and not necessarily of the two churches.
The appearance of an advertisement does not imply endorsement of the goods
or services on offer.

Publication of the online version will coincide with delivery to our printer and
may therefore be up to a week earlier.  We plan to publish the next magazine -
a double issue for December & January - on Monday 18th November (online) and
Saturday 23rd/Sunday 24th (paper).

We hope that online publication will bring it to a wider readership.  If you think
you know someone who might be interested - tell them about it.  If you know
someone who has left the area but might like to read about things that are
happening here, tell them as well.

Peter Woollam
01691 655753 or 07710 801595

Glanaber, Treflach, Oswestry, SY10 9HQ
secnwmag@border-parishes.org or peter@woollam.net

mailto:secnwmag@border-parishes.org
mailto:secnwmag@border-parishes.org
mailto:peter@woollam.net
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Border Group of Parishes
Llanyblodwel, Llanymynech, Morton & Trefonen
www.borderparishes.org.uk

Admin Office open:
Tuesday 9.00 - 4.00
Thursday 9.00 - 4.00
01691 676383

Rector: The Reverend Kathy Trimby  rector@border-parishes.org.uk
Llanymynech Rectory, Rectory Lane, Pant, SY10 9RA 01691 590025

Saturday surgery at the Rectory:
Saturday mornings from 10.00 - 12.00  (no need for an appointment)

If you prefer to make an appointment, please contact the Administration Office
(Pat Deakin) at Trefonen Church    01691 676383

admin@border-parishes.org.uk

Trefonen PCC Secretary: Helen Parish  01691 670979
pccsectrefonen@border-parishes.org.uk

Magazine Editor: Peter Woollam    01691 655753
secnwmag@border-parishes.org.uk or peter@woollam.net

Worship times - Trefonen
1st Sunday of the month  10.45am   Family Service
2nd  “  “  “  “   9.30am   Holy Communion
3rd  “  “  “  “  10.45am   Family Service
4th  “  “  “  “   9.30am   Holy Communion
5th  “  “  “  “  tba    Benefice Service

Messy Church: Contact Sally Humphreys sally.h@border-parishes.org.uk

Fun for all the family with craft,
drama, music & food.
Children - please bring an adult!

Worship times - Llanyblodwel
1st Sunday of the month  11.00am   Holy Communion
2nd  “  “  “  “  11.00am   Morning Prayer
3rd  “  “  “  “   9.00am   Holy Communion
4th  “  “  “  “  11.00am   Morning Prayer
5th  “  “  “  “  tba    Benefice Service
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www.supportmycomputer.co.uk

.95

Trefonen Village Shop
SHOP & POST OFFICE OPENING TIMES:

Monday - Friday:      8.00 am - 7.00 pm
Saturday:          8.30 am - 6.00 pm
Sundays & Bank Holidays:  9.00 am - 1.00 pm

Telephone 01691 671208

You will find all items found in a convenience store, but if
there is anything you would like Hazel to stock, please let

her know and she will do her best!

OSWESTRY CHRISTIAN BOOKSHOP



My dear friends,

We live in uncertain times.  As I write, we don’t know whether, come November,
we will still be in the EU or not.  We don’t know what the future of our planet
will look like, or what we can do about it.  We maybe don’t even know if we will
be able to afford Christmas this year.  With these ‘shifting sands’, all sorts of
other things come into play and are shaken.  We need something firm and solid,
something that doesn’t move, that will be our anchor as we try to navigate the
uncertain waters ahead until we are in a safe harbour again.

Just last week I heard the hymn, ‘Stand up, stand up, for Jesus’ being sung and,
although some might say it is outdated or even not politically correct anymore,
I can’t help but wonder if it has something to remind us of, for us to anchor
ourselves in now in November 2019.

We hear a lot of talk about ‘standing up’ in a whole variety
of contexts and scenarios: ‘standing up to cancer’, ‘taking
a stand on Brexit’, ‘making a stand on the environment and
climate change’, ‘standing firm on the truth, one’s beliefs’
and more, even just the simple action of getting up our of
the chair.  If you look up ‘to stand up’ in the dictionary, it
gives you a whole plethora of definitions, which I won’t

bore you with now, but they boil down to these: a belief in something or
someone that you will commit to, no matter the cost to yourself.  You will speak
out or act in support of this thing, cause or person/s to raise awareness, to
inform or to change, or a combination of all, such is the passion and conviction.

This month we will commemorate ‘stands’ of the past.  We will remember the
saints - those who held firm to their faith in spite of opposition, and made
sacrifices, even gave their own lives because of the Gospel.  These saints are
both the great Fathers of our faith and the little
everyday saints who put others before self.  Of
course, the great act of Remembrance across our
land and world is one when we remember and honour
those who were prepared, and are still prepared, to
stand against oppression, tyranny and injustice to
obtain liberty and more for others.  And the world
will stand shoulder to shoulder to honour them all.

 From the Rectory …  Revd. Kathy
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Yes, there is a place in our world for ‘standing up’.

We live in an uncertain world.  A world where self is promoted over other,
where fear dominates and people get hurt, a world that is desperately in need
of help and certainty, of people to take a ‘stand’ for humanity itself and all the
individual people that make it up.  A world that needs people to ‘stand up and be
counted’, to ‘stand firm in the face of opposition, threat or cost’, who will be
prepared to make the effort and ‘stand up’, rather than just sitting and waiting,
sitting and complaining.

In last week’s Gospel from Luke, Jesus said the Spirit of
God was upon him, he had come to release the oppressed,
give sight to the blind, give freedom to the prisoners and
more.  He did stand up then, and does so now, for us all.  If
ever we needed Christ and his message, his truth, his love,
it is now.  Will no one stand with him and for him in our
world?  Where are his soldiers and servants now in 2019?

The world is crying out for you, the country is crying
out for you, your community is crying out for you.
Time to take a stand and make a stand – STAND UP!

Til next time…

Every blessing.

 Lest We Forget                  Revd Kathy

Remembrance Sunday is just around the corner and across the Benefice we will
be pausing to remember those who gave their lives, or were prepared to, in the
First and Second World Wars and every war and conflict since.  Each of the
two minutes silences will take place towards the end of the following services
on 10th November:

Trefonen:
9.30am Morning Worship
10.50am Service of Remembrance at the War Memorial
with the laying of Poppy Wreathes.

Llanyblodwel:
10am Morning Worship with the laying of the wreath.
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 Llanyblodwel News               Eirlys Williams

HARVEST SUPPER:
This was again very well supported by the community, thank you to all.  Also to
all who donated a raffle prize and to everyone who helped on the night.

DECEMBER CAFE BLODWEL will be taking on a Christmas theme.  YOU COULD
BE GOING HOME WITH A CHRISTMAS CAKE.  If you have any complete
jigsaws or books which you have read, bring them along.  Also the usual cup of
coffee, mince pies and cakes.

On DECEMBER 7th we will have our Christmas Fair, starting at 2.00pm in the
Llanyblodwel institute.

There will be Christmas stalls, homemade produce, cakes, books, toys and
refreshments; and a visit from FATHER CHRISTMAS.

DECEMBER 22nd will see the carol service at church; more details in the
December magazine.

 For All the Saints…               Revd Kathy

So the hymn says, ‘…who from their labours rest’.  It goes on to talk about their
life of witness to their faith in Jesus Christ in how they lived day to day.  We
remember and give thanks for their example and all they gave at a special
service on Sunday 3rd November at 6.00pm in Llanymynech Church.

But that isn’t all.  We will also remember all the ‘little
everyday saints’ of our lives - our family and friends who
lived a life of Christian witness, in showing kindness to a
neighbour in distress, walking alongside family or friend on
a road hard to travel but who have now received their
reward - a crown of righteousness with God.

There are lists for you to add your own ‘saints’ names at the back of each
church which will remain there until the day itself.  Even if you are unable
yourself to attend that service, the names will be read out, as will the names of
those who have had a funeral service in the Benefice within the last twelve
months and whose families will be invited to attend.  We will remember and give
thanks for all they gave that meant so much.  They may have rested from their
labours and claimed their just reward, but their memory and legacy lives on.
For more information about this service contact Revd Kathy (01691 590025).



 Season’s Greetings, Eco-Style!
For months we have heard how our planet is in danger through climate change,
through over-use of natural resources, and that each of us should pledge to do
what we can to ensure its survival.  Here is an opportunity to do just that.

In each of the four churches this Christmas
there will be a board for you to pin one card
to cover all the members of that church
rather than sending individual ones.  In this
way we can reduce the number of cards
used and the cutting down of trees needed
to make them.  If you usually send them by
post, you will save money on the stamps.

You might like to give all the money you save
on cards and stamps to a charity of your choice, so winners all the way around!
You don’t have to do it, it is your choice, but it will be available for those who
wish to avail of it from the beginning of December.
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 Messy Church
On Saturday 5th October we held the first of our new
look Messy Church sessions on the theme of creation.
We experienced the creation of the world as told in
Genesis by word and sound - or even lack of it - as a few
moments of silence were ended with drums beating,
saucepans banging and voices shouting!  Creation was
explored further in the craft sessions, with animals, plants, flowers and even
edible human beings (decorated gingerbread figures!).  All this before coming
back together for worship and finally sharing lots of delicious goodies.

The next session is on 30th November, titled: ‘Who are the Saints?’; 4.00 -
6.00pm in Trefonen Church.

What’s Messy Church?  It’s something for all the family, a way of learning
about the God who loves us all through craft, playing a game, activities and
food.  What’s not to like!  Why not come along and see for yourself?  For more
information contact Revd Kathy on 01691 590025; rector@border-
parishes.org.uk or Sally Humpreys 07975 668912; rshumphs@yahoo.co.uk
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On Sunday 1st December we will be having the annual Toy
Service in Trefonen at 10.45am when we collect unwrapped
new toys and books for children of all ages, wrapping paper
with which to wrap them, toiletries and nighties etc for
families in need at Christmas; children and families for
whom, without our generosity, Christmas would just be an
ordinary day, with no smiles, nothing to smile about!

Help change that this Christmas.  Help put a smile on the face of a child this
Christmas.  It doesn’t matter if you come to church or not, whether from
Trefonen or one of the other churches, you can still give them to Revd Kathy in
advance and she will make sure all the gifts are there on 1st December to be
blessed by God and distributed.  With this small gesture the receiver gets not
just the gift, but the love of the giver too.  Spread the joy this Christmas!

 The Gift of a Smile and Christmas Countdown  Revd. Kathy

Prayer Chain
If you would like prayer for an immediate need, e.g. an emergency
situation, you can ring one of the people below.  Your message will
be passed to each person in the chain (who is available at the
time) and we will pray for your need in complete confidence.

Rev. Kathy Trimby  590025    Jill Ferguson   656456
Betty Steele    652170    Linda Gladman   671363
Dick Mathias    657934    Chris Kirk    688595

December 1st also sees the start of Advent and our preparations to celebrate the
birth of the Christ child once more.  On that Sunday we will be blessing our three
Travelling Nativities and sending them on their way to homes, schools and nursing
homes during the month of December.  The idea is that you receive Mary, Joseph,

the baby Jesus and the others in the Christmas story, hear the
story and light the candle, then the next day you continue the
journey by taking it to the next home, thus spreading the love of
God in the Christ child to homes and families all over the
Benefice.  If you would like to have any of the nativities, then
please contact Jann Downes 07966 376541, Lizzie Lawrence
656805 or Anne Fitchett 656601 to book a date - as soon as you
can please to avoid disappointment.
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 Update from the Editor            Peter Woollam

You might remember my letter in last month’s magazine with news that we are to
make future editions available via the Trefonen village website.  Things are moving
ahead and the process of gaining consents for names and other personal data to be
published in this way is well advanced.  I had thought that the first to be posted
on the website would be the December/January double issue, but sufficient
progress has been made to allow this edition to appear.  I’m still waiting for some
replies to the requests for consents though, so it may not go online until after the
paper edition is available.

Keep looking at www.Trefonen.org and, on the home page,
click on ‘Amenities’ and then ‘All Saints’ Church’ in the menu
bar.

Points to note:

● There is no intention whatsoever to stop printing the
paper version;

● The pages at the back with long lists of church contacts will not appear in the
online edition;

● Some articles may look slightly different when viewed online, with names and/or
contact details removed where this is requested by the people concerned;

● The online version will be in colour.  A number of businesses have supplied
     refreshed advertisements to take advantage of this and many articles are
     illustrated with cartoons etc.  The use of colour will have greater impact when
     viewed online, but this may be lost somewhat when printed in black & white;

● The files will be large, so you may need some patience as you wait for them to
download, particularly if you have a slow internet connection.  You will then be
able to save them if you wish;

● The plan is to make the latest edition and its most recent predecessor available
at any given moment;

● If you know someone who has left the area but might like to read about things
that are happening here, tell them of this development;

● If you are sometimes on a rota, e.g. to deliver Bible readings in church,
    future editions will be posted on the website up to a week before the paper
    version is distributed;

● We hope that online access to the magazine will encourage new readers.  If you
think you know someone who might be interested - tell them about it.

www.Trefonen.org
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We (usually) meet twice monthly in the church Hall in Llanymynech
on the first and third Thursdays at 2pm.  Activities include craft
and baking, sharing favourite songs, books, pastimes and more - not
to mention sing-alongs of favourites from shows, to carols, hymns, to
old time music hall or a very short service (sometimes with Holy Communion).
And we finish off with a cuppa and a cake by 3.30pm.  All will find a welcome,

especially those living with dementia or caring for them,
those who cannot get to church for an hour’s service for
whatever reason, or anyone who just likes to be in a smaller,
less formal gathering.  If you are interested in the group
but Thursday doesn’t suit, then you can always ring Revd
Kathy and promise a cake or cakes on 01691 590025.

Activities coming up in the next month:

November 7th – ‘Bangers and Bonfires’ - fun and games
celebrating bonfire night!

November 21st – Short Service on Christ the King -
‘King for A Day’

If you would just like to know more about Dementia or
to find out about your legal rights, about treatments
available, support for carers, support for those living
with Dementia, then contact the National Dementia Helpline on 0300 222 1122
or the Alzheimer Society on www.alzheimers.org.uk.  For more information on
Sofa Club activities contact Revd Kathy on 01691 590025.

The Sofa Club (Forget Me Not Activities) Revd. Kathy

 Bouquet of Thanks
To all those who decorated our churches so beautifully for the
harvest services and for the food that was collected for the
Foodbank.  It is just a simple thing, but can mean the difference
between eating and going hungry for individuals and families in
the locality.  Thank you too for all those who participated in any of
the services in any way and who supported or provided for our
various harvest lunches and suppers.  All is now safely gathered in
ready for the winter ahead.

www.alzheimers.org.uk


 Mothers Union
This is a dynamic international Christian movement with members in 84
countries who actively support families and communities in need.  Since 1876 it
has sought to serve people in their communities through outreach projects and
a variety of programmes.  It works tirelessly, offering Christian care for
families regardless of faith or background.

The 15 - 20 members of the Llanyblodwel and
Trefonen branch meet on the second Thursday of the
month, 2.00 - 4.00pm, beginning with an act of worship
followed by a short business meeting and (usually) a
guest speaker and ending with refreshments.  It is a
place of meeting, welcome, warmth, friendship, caring
and practical activities supporting projects worldwide.

Current initiatives are targeting the exploitation and
sexualisation of children, improving literacy and numeracy
in poorer parts of the world and providing blankets for
premature babies and old people.  All Mothers Union work
is underpinned by prayer and worship.

Meetings took place at Pearl Morris’ home until she moved house and are now
being held in church.  The current branch leader Carwen Harris took over from
Ann Osman, but now wishes to stand down.  Is God calling you to consider this
role?  Contact Revd Kathy.

 Mission           From the journal ‘Open Doors’
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The Church Building in the Years ahead

We would like to thank all those people who returned the survey and who also
provided a considerable amount of detail with wide ranging views in answer to
the questions posed.  It has proved quite a task, and is taking some time, to
complete a proper analysis and detailed report of the survey.  This will be
submitted to the Church PCC at their November meeting for their
consideration, following which feedback to the Community will be provided,
including any next steps that may be required.  Thanks for your patience.

The Church Building Development Group.

 All Saints’ Trefonen Survey July 2019

 Prayer Meeting
“You will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you.”

Jeremiah 29:12

We will hold our second monthly half-hour prayer meeting focusing on the
future of Trefonen Church on Monday 4th November, starting at 7.00pm.

We will be thinking about the reordering of the building, Messy
Church, the Reflection Garden, future staffing, of all the jobs
that need doing to keep the Church clean, tidy and fully functional.

Feel free to join us - everyone welcome.

 Mission
From the journal ‘Open Doors’



Parish Magazine           18        They shall grow not old …

CAFE BLODWEL
Wednesday 6th November

at St. Michael’s Church, Llanyblodwel
10am to 12.00.

First Wednesday of every month.

Come and meet your neighbours for coffee,
cake and companionship.

If you need transport, please phone
Eirlys on 659906 or Pearl.

Community Café
Tuesday, Trefonen Village Hall,

9.00 - 11.30am term time,
10.00 - 11.30am school holidays.

Something for everyone!  No charge - donations welcome.

Foot health clinic on the first Tuesday of the month.
Ring Lorraine Buswell on 07714 244359 to book an appointment.

Knit & Knatter on the last Tuesday of the month.
Bring your needles and wool and knit along with us.

 Tues   Open  8.30 - 10.00   10.00 - 11.30    Close   Cakes

  29th Oct   School half-term   Sally, Sarah     Sally

  5th Nov  Jayne  Chris, Malcolm   Helen & New Barns team Jeremy

  12th Nov  Peter  Rita, Carol    Michelle, Jeremy, Nyria Jeremy

  19th Nov  Jill   Marilyn, Helen F  Joan, Andrew, ?    Andrew

  26th Nov Jayne  Helen, Peter    John, Diane     John   Diane

  3rd Dec  Peter  Chris, Malcolm   Kath, Joyce, Michelle  Jeremy

If any of the above are inconvenient, please feel free to arrange your own swaps.
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Planning a children’s party or a family celebration?
Why not book Trefonen Village Hall?
Lots of space and excellent facilities.
Contact:  Val Smout, Bookings Secretary,

01691 657011

BRIDGE PLUMBING

e-mail: bridgeplumbing0001@gmail.com
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 Quiz                         Editor

Back to general knowledge this month:

1. Which swimming stroke is named after an insect?
2. Which English Queen has the same name as a type of plum?
3. How many dots are used in each letter in the Braille system?
4. What is a female deer called?
5. What unit is used to measure horses (and how big is it)?
6. Who is Reg Dwight better knows as?
7. How many tenpin bowling skittles need knocking down for a strike? (Don’t

just say “all of them”!)
8. How is the number 77 written in Roman numerals?
9. Who is the patron saint of music?
10. What are birds of a feather said to do?
11. ‘Kiss me Kate’ is a musical version of which Shakespeare play?
12. What is the only bird that can hover in the air and also fly backwards?
13. Which country did opera singer Pavarotti come from?
14. What do the numbers on the opposite faces of a dice add up to?
15. In the Zodiac, which animal is linked with Capricorn?
16. Which animal’s name comes first in a dictionary?
17. How many sides has a 20 pence piece?
18. Who wrote ‘The Pit and the Pendulum’?
19. How long is there between rounds in boxing?
20. Which public school did Winston Churchill go to?
21. Which is the largest land carnivore in Britain?
22. Who was known as ‘The Lady with the Lamp’?
23. Where in a horse is the coffin joint?
24. Soyuz was the name of a Russian spacecraft; what does the name mean?
25. In Shakespeare’s ‘Othello’, who is the female lead?
26. Venetian blinds originated in which country?
27. A poult is the young of which creature?
28. What measure of paper is 8 inches by 10 inches?
29. Who sang with the Dakotas?
30. How many kings of England have been called Philip?

Answers on page 37
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Did you visit the recent Exhibition in Trefonen village hall for the 50th

anniversary of the Offa’s Dyke Association?  There were wonderful displays
from many groups and individuals, ample evidence of the richness and variety of
activities in our community.

Thanks to everyone who put something in the donation boxes and to those who
served refreshments.  The income from these covered the costs (including the
hire of the hall) - there was no external funding to support the event.

If you were there on the Saturday, you might have treated yourself to some of
the Chocolate Tiffin - sublime!!!  I enjoyed it so much that I asked the cook for
the recipe - thanks Julie.

  150g unsalted butter
  110g golden syrup
  1 tbsp brandy (optional)
  60g cocoa powder
  200g shortbread, roughly chopped
  75g raisins
  75g toasted hazelnuts
  300g milk chocolate (break into pieces)

1. Line an 18cm square tin with baking parchment.  Gently melt the butter and
syrup in a pan, stirring to combine;

2. Put the remaining ingredients, except for the chocolate pieces, into a bowl
and mix well.  Pour in the butter and syrup mixture and stir thoroughly until
combined.

3. Pour into the prepared tin and level.  Chill until solid.
4. Put the chocolate pieces into a heatproof bowl set over a pan of gently

simmering water,  Leave to melt, stirring once or twice until smooth.  Pour
evenly over the biscuit base and leave to set at room temperature.

5. When set, cut into small pieces.  This keeps for up to two weeks in an
airtight container or sealed packet.

Do you have a recipe that you’d like to share?  Let me know.

Criteria: Nothing ‘run of the mill’ please - it must be truly scrumptious and easy
to make - something which even I could manage (and, believe me, that’s a very
low bar to get under).

 Recipe                        Editor

Preparation - 30 minutes plus chilling time.
Cooking - 5 minutes (to melt the chocolate).
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LLANYBLODWEL SERVICES - NOVEMBER

3rd Nov    11.00am Family Communion All Saints Day
SACRISTAN Eirlys Williams Daniel 7: 1-3 & 15-18
SIDESMAN Edward Williams Ephesians 1: 11-end
READER Sally Smyth Luke 6: 20-31
CHURCHWARDEN Roger Taylor

3rd Nov      6.00pm Benefice All Saints & All Souls Service
St Agatha’s, Llanymynech

10th Nov   10.00am Morning Worship with the Laying of
the Wreath

Remembrance Sunday

SIDESMAN David Wigley Job 19: 23-27
READER Roger Taylor                                       2 Thessalonians 2: 1-5 & 13-end
CHURCHWARDEN Roger Taylor Luke 20: 27-38

17th Nov    9.00am Holy Communion BCP 2nd Sunday before Advent
SIDESMAN Pearl Morris Malachi 4: 1-2
READER Keith Hindley 2 Thessalonians 3: 6-13
CHURCHWARDEN Roger Taylor Luke 21: 5-19

24th Nov   11.00am Morning Prayer Christ the King
SIDESMAN Ron Tudor Jeremiah 23: 1-6
READER Wendy Taylor Colossians 1: 11-20
CHURCHWARDEN Roger Taylor Luke 23: 33-43
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TREFONEN SERVICES - NOVEMBER

3rd Nov    10.45am Family Service All Saints Day
WELCOMERS Graham & Pat D Daniel 7: 1-3 & 15-18
LEADER Ephesians 1: 11-end
FLOWERS Jill F Luke 6: 20-31

3rd Nov     6.00pm Benefice All Saints & All Souls Service
St Agatha’s, Llanymynech

10th Nov    9.30am Morning Worship Remembrance Sunday
10.50am Service of Remembrance at the War Memorial

with the Laying of Poppy Wreathes
WELCOMERS Helen P & Jeanne B
LEADER KK
READER OT Helen P Job 19: 23-27
READER NT Jeremy G                                              2 Thessalonians 2: 1-5 & 13-end
PRAYERS KK Luke 20: 27-38
CLEANING Rita M & Susan R-O

17th Nov  10.45am Family Service 2nd Sunday before Advent
WELCOMERS John & Diane W Malachi 4: 1-2
LEADER 2 Thessalonians 3: 6-13
FLOWERS Shirley J & Kath H Luke 21: 5-19

24th Nov    9.30am Holy Communion Christ the King
WELCOMERS Rita M & Anne F
LEADER Andrew R-O
READER OT Graham L Jeremiah 23: 1-6
READER NT Anne F Colossians 1: 11-20
PRAYERS Susan R-O Luke 23: 33-43
CLEANING John W & Jeremy G

1st Dec    10.45am Toy Service Advent Sunday
WELCOMERS Jeremy & Nyria G Isaiah 2: 1-5
LEADER Romans 13: 11-end

Matthew 24: 36-44



November
3rd Sunday 6.00pm             Benefice All Saints and All Souls Service at St Agatha’s, Llanymynech
4th Monday 7.00pm Prayer Meeting in All Saints, Trefonen for the church and the

vision for the future
4th Monday 7.30pm Llanymynech PCC Meeting
5th Tuesday 9.00 - 11.30am Community Café with Foot Health Clinic
6th Wednesday 10.30am Holy Communion in St Agatha’s, Llanymynech
6th Wednesday 10.00am - 12.00 Cafe Blodwel at St Michael’s, Llanyblodwel
7th Thursday 2.00pm             Sofa Club, Llanymynech Church Hall. ‘Bangers and Bonfires’ (see p. 14)
11th Monday 7.30pm Fallow Fields Fellowship
12th Tuesday 9.00 - 11.30am Community Café
12th Tuesday 10.00am                                                           Joint Staff & Churchwardens Meeting:

10.00am with just the staff, then wardens and staff and finally just
the wardens, with a break for our bring and share lunch at noon.

13th Wednesday 2.30pm Byway House Group
15th Friday 7.30pm                  Quiz Night in Llanymynech Church Hall at 7.30pm in aid of Morton

Church. See Church members for more details or tickets.
16th Saturday 9.30am Shropshire Churches ‘Everyday Faith’ Conference, Meole Brace

See Sunday pew sheets for more details
18th Monday 7.30pm Llanyblodwel PCC Meeting
19th Tuesday 9.00 - 11.30am Community Café
20th Wednesday 7.30pm Trefonen PCC Meeting
21st Thursday 2.00pm Sofa Club, Llanymynech Church Hall. Christ the King -

‘King for A Day’ (see p.14)
23rd Saturday 2.00pm Winter Sale, Llanymynech Church Hall in aid of Llanymynech
25th Monday 7.30pm Fallow Fields Fellowship
26th Tuesday 9.00 - 11.30am Community Café with Knit & Knatter
26th Tuesday 7.30pm Morton PCC Meeting
27th Wednesday 2.30pm Byway House Group
30th Saturday 4.00-6.00pm Messy Church, Trefonen. ‘Who are the Saints?’

December
1st Sunday 10.45am Toy Service in All Saints, Trefonen

 Diary
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 Quiz Night
When???    Friday 6th December, 7.00 for 7.30pm
Where???    Trefonen Village Hall
In aid of what???  Offa Community Support Group
Details???    Teams of 4
How much???   £7.50 per person, to include cheese platter
Tickets from???  John Davies - 07980 680845

ADMISSION BY TICKET ONLY - Get yours early as, last year, it sold out!!!
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Trefonen Garden Club meets on the third Thursday of each month, except for
August and December, 7.30 p.m. at Trefonen Village Hall.

Trefonen Garden Club’s remaining 2019 programme:

Thursday 21st November Annual General Meeting –
a festive occasion with a special floral
demonstration by Izy Liston.

There is no meeting in December and the following
monthly meeting will be in January.

See www.trefonengardenclub.org.uk for more information or email
trefonengardenclub@gmail.com.

Bring along your friends and neighbours, everybody is welcome to Trefonen Garden
Club Meetings!

Trefonen Garden Club Advertisement

www.trefonengardenclub.org.uk
mailto:trefonengardenclub@gmail.com.
mailto:trefonengardenclub@gmail.com.
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Our October meeting was open to everyone and we were very pleased to
welcome all our visitors.  We were treated to an entertaining and informative
talk from Keith Offord, renowned wildlife photographer.  He described some of
his local conservation efforts.  Tucked away in the hilly country bordering
Shropshire and Wales there is a beautiful old 13-acre woodland, once inhabited
for over 50 years by an old hermit.  Massive stands of beech, oaks, ash and
cherry, dating back hundreds of years, provide the perfect natural habitat for
a wide variety of species.  Keith’s talk explored the changing faces of this wood
through the seasons, examining the rich spectrum of wildlife from Pied
Flycatchers to Elf Cup fungi.

The story also followed the
management of the wood, which
included the creation of glades
and dead wood areas, plus an
extensive nest box scheme,
further enhancing its attraction
to wildlife.  Against a backdrop
of disappearing habitats, this is
a truly uplifting subject,
reminding us that good things
really are happening in the UK.

The evening related well to several local group activities taking place at the
moment; our tree planting with the fabulous P3 group (just look at the corner
of School Lane and Brooklea Close!), the upcoming garden club meeting on
invaders, the TRGP talk on tree hunters- it’s all happening...

There’s a change of focus for our November 7th meeting in Trefonen village
hall at 7.00pm.  Our speaker will be Pauline Lacey on Pelvic Health.

Visitors and new members are always welcome.  For more details, please contact
Victoria on 07773 364992.

No report from the Llanyblodwel and Porth-Y-Waen WI this month as our
correspondent is away.  Ed.

 Trefonen WI                  Victoria Gemmell
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The P3 group seems to have
been very busy in the area
recently.  Victoria mentions
them (previous page) and here
they are again installing the
Heritage Posts marking the
50th Anniversary of the
Offa’s Dyke Association.

Top: At the entry of the path
into Trefonen on Bellan Lane
(go uphill past the village shop
and keep straight ahead for
about 300yds).

Right: On Malthouse Lane (go
up past the shop and turn
first right).
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OZLOO’S
SPECIALISTS IN PORTABLE

TOILET HIRE
01691 772904

WWW.OZLOOS.CO.UK
ozloos@btinternet.com



 Caring in the Community               Paul Woddy
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 Bryn Offa School News            Paul Thompson

The last time I wrote for this magazine, we were only into the first week back
after the Summer break.  We’ve now been back for a month at the time of writing
and the school year is well underway with lots going on and lots of things planned.

The extra curriculum activities continue to be a strength at Bryn
Offa, with Jujitsu, a kind of martial art, and Creation Club, a drama

and worship club exploring Bible stories and the school values running on
a Monday, Running Club, Textile Club and Gardening Club on a Wednesday
and a huge number of children running for the school in the local cross

country tournament.  I also have the largest number of children learning the
recorder with me I have ever had with 20 children.

Taking the children on educational visits is always one of the
highlights at Bryn Offa, and this week we took Classes 3, 4 and 5
to the Shri Venkateswara (Balaji) Temple in Dudley.  Pupils had
a guided tour of the temple and shrines and learned more
about the Hindu religion.  They discovered the temple was
built 20 years ago and is the biggest Hindu temple in Europe.

They also learned about the seven hills representing each main religion showing
acceptance and religion.  Pupils thoroughly enjoyed the visit and learning about
Britain's diverse society.

The next visits we have to look forward to are our visit to the
church in Llanymynech for our Harvest Service which will have
taken place by the time you read this, then later in the term a
Class 2 visit to an exotic farm.  We then continue our wonderful
outdoor and adventurous education with the Year 5 residential
visit to Condover Outdoor Education Centre before the weather
gets too cold.

All this should take us nicely into the second half term
of the Autumn term when we start to think about and
plan for all our Christmas activities next month.  Phew!
I’m exhausted just thinking about all that, add in our
school values each month which for November is
Forgiveness, an ideal focus when we think of the
poignancy of Remembrance, and expecting our SIAMS
(Church School) Inspection any day there is much to
keep us occupied for the next month or more!
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 Trefonen Garden Club             Jeremy Gadbury

 A Landmark                     Editor

Erica Morgan has sent us the usual page about the activities at Trefonen School
(following page).  She sends these by email each month and the file names are
identified, in part, with a number.  I noticed that this month’s bears the
number 100.  Having in mind that we produce 10 issues each year, the Chairman
of the School Governors has written:

“This is Erica's 100th school report to the Parish Magazine over the last decade
which is truly amazing and long may it continue.  I would like to offer my thanks
on behalf of the Governors and Trefonen school for her regular contribution."

Parish Magazine           32        They shall grow not old …

The Trefonen Garden Club meets on the third Thursday of each month save for
August and December at Trefonen Village Hall at 7:30 p.m.

October’s meeting on Thursday 17th will have featured John Scrace, a well
known plant pathologist talking about the problems posed by plants and trees
alien to this country.  His talk was entitled The Invaders, the Latest Pest and
Disease Threats in UK and promised to be both interesting and informative and
of value to a wide audience, even somewhat scary, but these are matters we
need to know.

The final event of what has been a busy year with Meetings, the Quiz, the Plant
Sale, Outings and Members’ Open Gardens is
the AGM on 21st November.  This promises to
be a festive occasion which will feature floral
demonstrations by Izy Liston, certainly a very
enjoyable evening in prospect.

Details on the website:
www.trefonengardenclub.org.uk or email
trefonengardenclub@gmail.com to get on the
mailing list or call Barbara Court on
01691 657 026

New members and visitors are always welcome
to our meetings.

www.trefonengardenclub.org.uk
mailto:trefonengardenclub@gmail.com


 Trefonen School News              Erica Morgan

Pupils were busy last month, raising money for outdoor equipment by doing their annual
Sponsored Walk and with the help of the Rotary Club they have established a Rotakids Club that
will be planning and running three more fund raising events, one for school, one for the
community and one international event, all part of learning how organisations and their
committees work.  November 15th is Children in Need Day and the pupils will be doing their best to
help there too.
Our Harvest Festival was a success and a big thanks goes to those parents and pupils who donated
food items for the local Food Bank.
As the clocks change and the nights draw in our, thoughts turn to keeping safe on our footpaths
and roads and pupils should be seen wearing their hi viz vests when walking to and from school.

November dates _________

Mon 28th Oct - Fri 1st Nov – Half Term Holiday
Mon 4th      PD Day
Tues 5th to Mon 11th  Parent’s meetings
Wed 6th         Trefonen Toddlers – 9.15 to 10.30am in the school hall, £2 per
       session inc. Snack.

Mums and toddlers welcome! Year 6 Tag Rugby competition.
Wed 13th   Trefonen Toddlers – 9-15 to 10.30am. Year 5/6 Hockey competition
Fri 15th   Children in Need Day
Mon 18th   Start of Friendship Week, School Council ‘Friendship’ presentation
Tues 19th   Puffins educational trip
Wed 20th   Trefonen Toddlers – 9.15 to 10.30am. Year 5/6 Hockey competition
Wed 27th   Trefonen Toddlers – 9-15 to 10.30am
Thurs 28th   Christmas Pantomime 1.45pm

Friends of Trefonen School (FoTS)
If you would like to get involved please contact the school on 01691 652960 or email
friendsoftrefonenschool@gmail.com.

School uniform can be purchased online using the MySchool Uniform link on the school
website. If you do not have access to the internet, call in to school to place the order.

2 4 U - Some two year olds may be entitled for up to 15 hours per week of free childcare,
starting the term after their second birthday.  To find out more contact Trefonen Preschool
on 07817 641528 or Shropshire Council on 01743 254452 or email.

School email: - admin@trefonen.shropshire.sch.uk

www.trefonenschool.co.uk

www.explorersattrefonen.co.uk
Tailored Childcare - Monday – Friday 8.00am – 5.45pm

Contact 01691 653512 for more information
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mailto:admin@trefonen.shropshire.sch.uk
www.trefonenschool.co.uk 
www.trefonenschool.co.uk 
www.explorersattrefonen.co.uk
www.explorersattrefonen.co.uk
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 Parish Councils                    Editor

Let’s not get confused here.  Each of our churches has its own Parochial Church
Council (PCC) with responsibilities for church matters.  This article is about our
Local Government Parish Councils, of which we have two:

The Llanyblodwel Parish Council (https://llanyblodwel.info) covers Llanyblodwel,
Llynclys and Nantmawr.  The councillors are:

Andrew R Beckett (Chair)  07704 693691
Darren Counsell     01691 830459
Brian Edwards     01691 653442
Julie Emberton     01691 831041
Tony Lewis       01691 828641
Robert (Bob) Thomas   01691 831607
Arthur E Walpole    01691 831183
Neil Williams (Vice Chair)  01691 828785
Julian Roberts     01691 828312

The Oswestry Rural Parish Council (https://www.oswestryrural-pc.gov.uk)
territory is divided into five Wards:

● Maesbury with Aston
● Morda with Sweeney
● Rhydycroesau with Llanforda
● Sychtyn
● Trefonen with Treflach

The councillors for Trefonen and Treflach are:
Pam Broomby  01691 653479  pbroomby@oswestryrural-pc.gov.uk
John Davies  01691 657977  jdavies@oswestryrural-pc.gov.uk
Bob Kimber   01691 679646  bkimber@oswestryrural-pc.gov.uk
Claire Mahoney 07545 3765231  cmahoney@oswestryrural-pc.gov.uk

I’m in touch with the two Parish Clerks who are going to send me any items which
they think might be of interest to our readers in future.  In the meantime, they’ve
suggested that I publish the names and contact details above and point you in the
direction of their websites.  There you’ll find Agendas and Minutes of meetings,
financial reports, etc.

The next meetings, all of which are open to the public, will be held on/at:

Oswestry Rural:  Tuesday 29th October,  7.00pm   Trefonen Village Hall
Llanyblodwel:   Thursday 14th November, 7.30pm  Memorial Institute

https://llanyblodwel.info
(https://www.oswestryrural-pc.gov.uk) 
mailto:pbroomby@oswestryrural-pc.gov.uk
mailto:jdavies@oswestryrural-pc.gov.uk
mailto:bkimber@oswestryrural-pc.gov.uk
mailto:pbroomby@oswestryrural-pc.gov.uk
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 Oswestry Library                Siobahn Shaw
A selection of events in November:

Oswestry Family & Local History Group
Monday 4, 11, 18, 25 November, 10am-12; Friday 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 November,
1.30-4pm
Oswestry Family and Local History volunteers run a twice-weekly advice service at
Oswestry Library. Teams of trained, knowledgeable volunteers work alongside
library staff to help both newcomers and experienced researchers to get the most
from the expanded range of resources available. No booking required, just drop in.

One on One computer help at the library!
Did you know that we have a team of volunteers who provide one on one IT support
for customers at the library?  They will sit with you, either using your own device or
one of our library computers, and help you to work through whatever issue it is
you're having, be it setting up an email address, or learning to navigate your first
smartphone.  The support is completely free, but MUST be pre-booked as
volunteers are available by appointment only.  At present, bookable sessions are
available each week on a Tuesday morning, Wednesday all day, and Friday
morning.  Ask staff to book your place.

Let's Talk Local Drop-in for Carers Every Thursday, 12:30—14:30
ARE YOU LOOKING AFTER SOMEONE ?
If you look after someone who would be unable to manage without your help and
you would like information, guidance or someone to talk to, then Juliette is here to
support you.
For ongoing Carers support in Shropshire, call Carers Trust 4 All : 01743 341995
To request a Carers Assessment or find out about support in your local area, call
First Point of Contact: 0345 6789 044

AUTHOR EVENT! Storytime with Carol Harris  Saturday 2 Nov 11-12noon
Millipedes, moths and aliens- fun facts about health for children! Come and listen to
Carol Harris reading from her new book – Adventures of the Hogball.  Learn some
interesting facts about things like blue light, bacteria in your gut and positive
thinking.  Have a go at colouring in some kangaroos and piglets.  Choose a name
for an owl, newt or squirrel.  Free, no booking required. Suitable ages 7+

Hearing Aid Clinic  Wednesday 6 Nov 10-12noon
Hearing aid clinic run by NHS trained volunteers.  Drop in to have your hearing aid
cleaned and serviced.  No booking required.

Singing for Health with Chloe Murray
Friday 8, 15,22,29 November & 5 December (10.30-11.45am
Relax and discover how Singing for Health can help support your health and well-
being.  No previous experience or talent required! Chloe is a professional
community choir leader in Shropshire and Mid-Wales – visit
https://www.kindredvoices.co.uk/ to find out more.  £7.50 per individual session
(early booking recommended) or £30 for the block.

Rhymetime at the library!  Monday 4, 11, 18, 25 November 2-2.30pm
Half an hour of rhymes and singing for under five.  Free, no need to book!
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 Answers to the quiz:

16. Aardvark
17. 7
18. Edgar Allen Poe
19. One minute
20. Harrow
21. Badger
22. Florence Nightingale
23. Hoof
24. Union
25. Desdemona
26. Japan
27. Turkey
28. Quarto
29. Billy J Kramer
30. None!

A Live "One Man" show by John Buckeridge

Saturday 23rd November - 7.30pm - Trefonen Village Hall

Admission by ticket only - £7.50 & £4 students/children
Available from Val Smout on 657011 or email: valsmout@btinternet.com

 Not Flicks in the Sticks
1. Butterfly
2. Victoria
3. 6
4. Doe
5. Hand (4 inches)
6. Elton John
7. 10
8. LXXVII
9. Cecilia
10. Flock together
11. The Taming of the Shrew
12. Humming Bird
13. Italy
14. 7
15. Goat

mailto:valsmout@btinternet.com


Village Contacts - Trefonen:
Pre-School: ring  07817 641528    or Shropshire Council    01743 254452
Trefonen Gardening Club      Barbara Court       655387
Village Hall Booking Secretary    Val Smout        657011
Jubilee Field         Kay Kimber        679646
Trefonen School        Cathy Dunleavy (Head Teacher)  652960
Village Design Statement      Kay Kimber        679646
Oswestry Rural Parish Clerk     Sharon Clayton        01952 884372

clerk@oswestryrural-pc.gov.uk
Llanyblodwel Parish Clerk      Amy Jones      01691 829571

llanyblodwelpc@gmail.com
Benefice Administrator      Pat Deakin        676383
Defibrillator Co-ordinator     Val Smout        657011
Trefonen Village Shop       Hazel          671208
Benefice website        www.borderparishes.org.uk
Village website         www.trefonen.org

Some useful Services:
TRANSCO Gas escapes (24hr) 0800 111999   DRUGS & ALCOHOL HELPLINE 0800 776600
ELECTRICITY (Scottish Power) 0800 001 5400  VICTIM SUPPORT NATIONAL 0845 303 0900
SEVERN TRENT WATER   0800 783 4444  NATIONAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HELPLINE
DWR CYMRU (Welsh Water)  0800 052 0130           0808 2000 247
TRAIN ENQUIRIES    08457 484950  WALES DOMESTIC ABUSE HELPLINE
WELSH BLOOD SERVICE   0800 25 22 66           0808 801 0800
NATIONAL MISSING PERSONS HELPLINE   HOSPITALS:
         0500 700700   RJ & AH ORTHOPAEDIC  01691 404000
CHILDLINE      0800 1111    ROYAL SHREWSBURY  01743 261000
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU 03444 99 1100   WREXHAM MAELOR   01978 291100
SAMARITANS     08457 909090   PRINCES ROYAL TELFORD 01952 641222

Mobile Library:
The Mobile Library will visit on alternate Thursdays, stopping at

The Barley Mow, Trefonen

9.05 - 9.40am: 7th & 21st November

Trefonen Church Library:  Open whenever the church is open (most days)

Deadline for copy for the magazine is the 10th of each month
Please note that this is important!  It allows time for the Editor to compile the contents,

followed by printing in time for publication on the last weekend of the previous month.

mailto:clerk@oswestryrural-pc.gov.uk
mailto:llanyblodwelpc@gmail.com
www.borderparishes.org.uk
www.trefonen.org

