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It was not always like this

Trefonen Field

The green environment of Trefonen was
once tinged with the black of coal.

The shaft is now sealed near the top but
would have been over 250 feet deep. The
mine was eventually closed because of
continual flooding.

What would have been its impact on the
village and surrounding countryside?

The three large grinding stones, made of
Cornish granite, were used to grind the
clay, a by-product of the mining and used
in the local pottery industry.

The walks which follow give you the
chance to begin to explore our heritage.
All walks start from the car park of
Trefonen Queen Elizabeth II Jubilee Field,
off the road running from Oswestry to
Trefonen. Trefonen Field is the site of the
‘heritage area’. Look at the interpretation
panel next to the car park. You might
well wonder what the grindstones next to
it were used for. And what about the
mound ahead of you across the Field?

On the side of the mound you will see a
lone miner, hacking his way into a coal
seam. Another miner, on top of the mound,
looking over the former coal field site,
guards a second interpretation panel, giving
you glimpses of what life was like.

The Field, where the walks start, has
recently been significantly developed by
the community, working in partnership
with Shropshire Council. Local people
have fund-raised and secured grants for
the projects on the Field, which now has
QE II Jubilee status, granted in 2012.

Several walks follow Offa's Dyke Path for
a while; this long-distance path is marked
by an acorn symbol.
All walks will be found on the OS Explorer
mapTM Sheet 240. Each one can be
separately downloaded from the website:
www.trefonen.info

None of these walks comes into the
‘strenuous’ category, but any such
outdoor activity and exercise should be
embarked on after careful consideration
and preparation.

The Country Code should be observed:
● Be safe – plan ahead, follow any signs
and carry a map or guide.
● Leave gates shut and property as you
find it.

People should consider how fit they are,
what the demands of the walk will be, and
the prevailing weather conditions.

● Protect wild life, plants and animals.
● Take litter home.

Boots or stout shoes should be worn, and
warm and waterproof clothing carried.
Around the Trefonen area there are rural
paths, fields, open countryside and hills.

The mound is the spoil heap from Trefonen
No 1 coal mine. The Old Trefonen Colliery
was active from 1869 to 1880 and was run
by the Trefonen Coal Company.
The shaft, at the back of the mound, is now
surrounded by a beautifully sculptured
fence and nearby is an old coal tub.

● Keep dogs under close control.
● Consider other people, particularly
farmers whose livelihood depends on
the land.

Stiles are a feature of all these walks.

If there is a footpath problem in
Shropshire it should be reported to:

Start

The Outdoor Recreation Team:
outdoor.recreation@shropshire.gov.uk
via customer contact centre
0345 678 9000
Shropshire Council
Outdoor Recreation
Shirehall, Abbey Foregate
Shrewsbury
Shropshire
SY2 6ND
More detailed information about the
history of the area will be found on the
website: www.trefonen.info
Artist’s impression
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Remembering those who scraped a living
and a benefactor
Length: 2.25 miles / 3.6 kilometres
Estimated time: 1.25 hours

Cross the stile and keep the hedge on your left.
Cross the boggy stream using the footbridge.

Glimpses of the mining past and some
landed gentry. Starting from the site of the
Old Trefonen Mine, through flat fields and
along fairly well defined footpaths.

This is part of the man-made watercourse
carrying water to the local coal mines and
the potteries.
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Follow Walk 1 highlighted on map - pages 16 & 17
Brook House Residential home is on your
right. Then after passing the Woodhill Lodge
on your right, cross the next stile on the right,
about ¼ mile (400 metres) ahead and opposite
a gate. (You are now on the Shropshire Way
footpath). Walk ahead with the fence on your
right and Woodhill House ahead on the left.

Diversion:
If the ground is very wet, continue up the drive
to Pentre Farm. Go through the gate and walk
round the back of the house and between
converted barns to a gate. Go through the gate
and turn right to cross the stile, with a white
house ahead on the right. Bear right across the
field to cross the stile in the fence.

Look at the interpretation panel beside the
grindstones, by the car park. Then go along
the playing field trail to the pit mound, round
the back of the mound and past the old coal
field shaft.

Walk down the field to a stile on the left of a
gate and outbuildings. Go across the field to a
stile in the hedge on the left of a gate and
outbuilding. Walk diagonally left to the stile
onto the main road.

Go up over the mound and pass the children’s
play area to leave the Field by the gate onto
School Lane. Turn left and continue to a track
at the end of the lane with a house, Laundry
Cottage, on the right.

Walk ahead, slightly uphill, to the kissing
gate. Continue in the same direction, crossing
a stile into the next field.
Continue ahead, with a house on your right.
Go through the gate, cross the driveway, cross
the next stile and turn right walking around
the house, to a field with a marshy area on the
right.

It’s not hard to guess what happened here.
This cottage is where the laundry for Woodhill
was done. Someone must have got the linen
from and back to the big house – a long way.

At the next stile, bear diagonally right to cross
the stream by a small bridge.
Cross the field to the stile. Go straight ahead to
cross another stile and then over the next stile,
by a gate, onto the minor road. Turn right and
walk along to cross the brook by the bridge.
Pause on the bridge. Look to your right and
you will see an earlier medieval bridge
crossing the brook which carried the lane
before it was realigned. The bridge on which
you stand has an arch designed to cross the
brook and also the railway, built in 1860,
which ran from the Coed-y-Go colliery to the
main line at Whitehaven.
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Turn right and walk up the road, past the
Barley Mow on your left and, on your right,
the hairdresser’s, The Band Box. From the
beginning of the 19th century the depravity
of the people, frequently fuelled by alcohol
and leading to violence, led to the rise of the
temperance movement.

Woodhill was the residence of John Dumville
Lees, a benefactor of the Trefonen and Treflach
area. He was greatly affected by the poverty
of the miners and worked to help those in
distress and to provide for what little leisure
time people had. In 1872 he built the mission
room and social club, later known as the
cocoa (of coffee) rooms, in Treflach. It was
used for services, adult education and as a
reading room.

In 1877 the rector of Trefonen, Rev’d D P
Evans, and Mr Dumville Lees of Woodhill
started the Trefonen band in connection with
the promotion of temperance and the room
known as the Band Box was used for storing
the instruments.

Cross the stile, go over the house drive to a stile
to the left of a gate onto a narrow lane. Turn
left and walk past farm buildings on the left to a
cattle grid with a small, old quarry on your left.
If conditions are wet and muddy, you can take
a diversion here. See below. Otherwise leave the
drive on the bend by a rocky outcrop on your
right.
Take the narrow, stony track down through
the gorse to the gate at the bottom. Go through
and straight ahead to the bridge and small
gate. Cross the next field, with the hedge on
your right, to the next small gate leading to
garages on the left.
Once back on School Lane, turn left and a few
metres further on your right go through the
kissing gate, back onto the Field and to the car
park.

Continue along the road to return to the
car-park on your right.
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Walking in the workers’ steps

2

Follow Walk 2 highlighted on map - pages 16 & 17
The row of houses called Eunant contained a
butcher's, a ‘tap room’ for the supply of beer,
and the ‘Tommy shop’. Some of the miners’ pay
was in the form of tokens and these could only
be spent in the Tommy shop. The other row of
houses, called ‘British Row’, were coal workers’
cottages.

Length: 4 miles / 6.4 kilometres
Estimated time: 1.5 to 2 hours

Trefonen to Morda and back.
History galore. Coal mines, mills, ancient
footpaths.
Look at the interpretation panel beside the
grindstones, by the car park. Then go along
the playing field trail to the pit mound, round
the back of the mound and past the old shaft.
Go up over the mound and pass the children’s
play area to leave the Field by the gate onto
School Lane. Turn left and continue to a track
at the end of the lane with a house, Laundry
Cottage, on the right.
It’s not hard to guess what happened here.
This cottage is where the laundry for Woodhill
was done. Someone must have got the linen
from and back to the big house – a long way.

Walk past the row of cottages on the left hand
side of the road. Cross the next stile on the left
and go straight ahead to cross another stile.
Turn right and follow the hedge and stream to
reach a stile at the bottom of the slope leading
onto a lane.

Cross the stile and keep the hedge on your left.
Cross the stream using the bridge. This is part
of the man-made watercourse carrying water
to the local coal mines and the potteries.

A short way along this lane to the left is a
former engine house for a colliery.
The walk continues across the lane and follows
a lane to the left of the stream. Walk over the
bridge, up the hill, to a stile on the right approximately half a mile (800 metres). Cross
the stile into the field.

Walk ahead, slightly uphill, to the kissing
gate. Continue in the same direction, crossing
a stile into the next field. Continue ahead, with
a house on your right. Go through the gate,
cross the driveway, cross the next stile keeping
the hedge on your right. Walk towards the
road and cross the stile into the road opposite
a row of houses. Turn right onto the road.

At the top of the field you
will see the spoil heap of
an old colliery and Penylan
mill with its tall chimney
to the right. Penylan corn mill was one of
several water mills on the River Morda. The
chimney was built for conversion to steam
driving but in fact was never used.

We are now in the area of Coed-y-go and the
British Colliery, opened in 1833, and particularly
active in the 1860s.
Thomas Savin, a well-known railway contractor,
had bought the mine and ran it on more up
to date methods, for he had the idea of a
railway from the colliery to Porthywaen, to
take coal and bricks to the main line of the
Cambrian Railway.

Walk down the steep field to a stile at the bottom.
Turn left into the lane and take the footpath on
the right. This Is Love Lane and was originally
an old track but it resembles a footpath now!
Go past some modern houses on the left and take
the stile on the right where the lane bends left.
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Aiming for a stone wall, walk in front of a
black and white house to the cattle grid and
gate onto the main road. Turn right and walk
uphill, passing Morda Mill on your right.

Turn right and almost immediately left into a
lane. Continue walking past farm buildings to
a cattle grid (ignore the footpath to the left by
the farm buildings). If conditions are wet and
muddy, you can take a diversion here.

This mill was once a woollen mill with an
adjacent bleaching ground and from about
1840 it became a corn mill. This has now
been converted to accommodation but is still
recognizable as the old mill, Just up the hill
and opposite is the site of the old Work House,
most of which was burnt down.

Otherwise leave the drive on the bend by a
rocky outcrop on your right, following the
Shropshire Way finger post.
Take the narrow, stony track down through
the gorse to the gate at the bottom. Go through
and straight ahead to the bridge and small
gate. Cross the next field, with the hedge on
your right, to the next small gate leading to
garages on the left. Once back on School Lane,
turn left and a few metres further on your
right go through the kissing gate, back onto
the Field and to the car park.

Walk past The Miners’ Arms (formerly The
Drill Inn) and turn right onto Trefonen Road.
This is the area of the Drill colliery. Started
in 1836, it flourished until finally closing in
1879. The associated brickworks lasted until
1896. One night the miners decided to duck a
new, and unpopular, manager in Morda Brook.

Diversion: If the ground is very wet, continue
up the drive to Pentre Farm. Go through the
gate and walk round the back of the house and
between converted barns to a gate. Go through
the gate and turn right to cross the stile, with
a white house ahead on the right. Bear right
across the field to cross the stile in the fence.
Walk down the field to a stile on the left of a
gate and outbuildings.

He was seized as he left the office and led
down the road, followed by the Trefonen Band
playing music and a crowd of colliers. Just
as they neared the bridge, he managed to
escape and dashed into his lodgings, where
the door was immediately bolted.
Walk up the hill a short way to a signed
footpath between houses on the left. (The path
appears to use part of a private drive at this
point). Cross the next stile and follow the
clearly defined path past a children’s play area,
then skirt behind Hope House Hospice on the
right. Enter the lane over a stile. Turn left and
walk down the road to a barn at Nant Farm.

Go across the field to a stile in the hedge on the
left of a gate and outbuilding. Walk diagonally
left to the stile onto the main road. Turn right
and walk up the road to return to the car-park,
passing on your right the hairdresser’s, the
Band Box.

Go through the large gate and, keeping the
barn on your left, go through a metal gate and
along the green track. With the hedge on your
your right, follow the track which bends sharply
left, following the way markers. Cross the brook
and go uphill and cross the stile on the right.

From the beginning of the 19th century the
depravity of the people, frequently fuelled by
alcohol and leading to violence, led to the
rise of the temperance movement. In 1877
the rector of Trefonen, Rev’d D P Evans, and
Mr Dumville Lees of Woodhill started the
Trefonen band in connection with the
promotion of temperance and the room
known as the Band Box was used for storing
the instruments.

Keeping the hedge on your left, walk on to cross
the next stile. Then walk straight ahead to a
gate and stile onto the the lane opposite the lodge.
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The scars of industry on a
rural landscape
Length: 4 miles / 6.4 kilometres
Estimated time: 2 hours

The track bears left and shortly you will see a
stile next to a gate on your right. Cross the
stile, and head slightly left, crossing over the
old drive to Woodhill to another stile.

Through farms, down an old railway
track and past the big houses.

3

Follow Walk 3 highlighted on map - pages 16 & 17
Continue straight ahead, with the hedge on
your right. Cross a stile to an old railway
cutting, approximately ¼ mile (400 metres).
Walk past Crossing Cottage on the left into the
lane. This is where the keeper of the level
crossing on the railway would have lived.

Cross the stile, and keeping the fence on your
left, walk up the field to another stile, which
comes out onto a lane. Cross over to the stile on
the other side of the road and head straight
ahead, with a farm on your left. Cross the next
stile, and walk ahead to cross the stile next to
the house on the right. (This path can be very boggy.)

Turn right onto the lane which was previously
a sunken lane, and walk up past Treflach Hall.

At the road, turn left, then take the stile
immediately on the right. Head slightly left to
a kissing gate at the right hand corner of the
field. Pass through the kissing gate. Head
slightly right to a gap between a fence and a
hedge on the right.

Look at the interpretation panel beside the
grindstones, by the car park. Then go back
through the car park gate and turn left
towards the village.
Follow the main road, across the cross roads,
and continue towards Treflach. Cross the
bridge over Trefonen Brook, and go over a stile
on your left. Bear left to a stile in the hedge by
a gate and outbuildings. Cross the next stile,
then walk uphill diagonally to a stile in the fence.
Bear left to a stile by a white house. Cross this
stile and turn left and go through a metal gate.

Woodhill was the residence of John Dumville
Lees, a benefactor of the Trefonen and Treflach
area. He was greatly affected by the poverty
of the miners and worked to help those in
distress and to provide for what little leisure
time people had. In 1872 he built the mission
room and social club, later known as the
cocoa (of coffee) rooms, in Treflach. It was
used for services, adult education and as a
reading room.

Walk along the farm track between the barn
conversion buildings, past Pentre Farm to the
gate. Go through the gate and walk along the
tarmac drive, crossing over a cattle grid, past
the farm buildings.

The Hall was built in 1702 or 1704 as part of
the Woodhill Estate, as was Treflach Farm.
They were sold off in the 1930s to pay off
death duties when John Dumville Lees died
in 1932. His son had been killed earlier in a
riding /hunting accident.

Pass through a further two kissing gates and
turn right on to the route of the old railway
line.

Go through the gate adjacent to the bungalow
and walk up the field to a gate. After passing
through the gate, head diagonally right,
passing over two stiles, then onto a lane. Turn
right, then take a footpath up a bank on your
left. Continue along this field, keeping the
trees to your left and a fence on the right.
At the end of the field, when it opens up, head
slightly left to a stile at the end of the hedge.
Cross the stile and head left uphill to another
stile. Cross this and continue climbing slightly
right to another stile up a steep bank. Cross
this stile and continue along the field with the
fence on your right to the white house.

This was a full gauge steam railway, the
brain child of Thomas Savin, linking the coal
mines at Coed-y-Go with the Cambrian
Railway at Whitehaven, and constructed in
1860.
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Re-trace your steps back into the village.
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Miners, drovers and past feuds

4

Follow Walk 4 highlighted on map - pages 18 & 19
Length: 2.5 miles / 4 kilometres
Estimated time: 1.5 hours
Ascent: two uphill sections

Look at the interpretation panel beside the
grindstones, by the car park. Then go back
through the car park gate and turn left towards
the village. Follow the main road to the cross
roads, just after the Barley Mow public house,
and turn right into Bellan Lane. Pass the Old
Efel on the right.

A shorter walk along forgotten
routes with clues to the past

This part of the walk, up to the next lane, is
shown as a road on the tithe map of 1848. On
the first part you can see traces of the stone
foundations. Later where it climbs the hill,
the route is worn and sunken into a typical
‘hollow way’. One of the two trees on the left
is a small leaved lime which is often found
in the Welsh border area.

Miners were paid by chalter masters, usually
in public houses. In Trefonen the Efel Inn
was where the miners received their wages
– and where some would spend them.

Continue and go through the kissing gate into
the lane, and turn right. Take the right hand
turn, signposted Trefonen Hall and New Barns.
Continue through the farmyard of Trefonen
Hall and downhill to a ford where Trefonen
Brook crosses the lane. This is a wetland area
designated as a Site of Special Scientific
Interest (S.S.S.I.)

Pass the PO / village stores on your left.
Continue until the lane bends right. Here go
straight ahead, following the Offa’s Dyke path.
Offa’s Dyke was built by Offa, the king of
Mercia (757 - 796), along the English/Welsh
border. It had a ditch on the Welsh side and
a rampart on the English side and was as
much a boundary as a fortification. The long
distance path roughly follows the old earth
works from Chepstow to Prestatyn (285 kms).
That is a walk for another occasion!

Walk along the lane, going uphill and round a
tight right hand bend. Continue walking
uphill until you pass Trefonen Hill House on
your right. Immediately after the house, take
the bridle path track on the right, directly
opposite New Barn Cottage.
Follow this down to Brook House on the right.
Then turn left and follow the track down to
Little London Lane.
Note Piccadilly Cottages and Hyde Park on
the left. What out of place names! Hyde Park,
Piccadilly and Little London were the names
of small fields along this route. They were
used by the Welsh drovers to impound their
cattle overnight on their way to London
markets.
Also on the left is a roadside building, now
used as a garage, which was originally a
Zion Hill Chapel (Primitive Methodist) with
a stone inscribed ‘Mrs.Deborah Jones, Trefonen’.
On reaching the Y junction, turn right and
follow the lane round to the left. You are now
back in Bellan Lane. Retrace your steps, past
the PO / stores and the Old Efel, to the main road.
Turn left and go up the road, past the church
to return to the car park.

Cross the stile into the field, keeping the hedge
on your right. Cross the next stile into a
wooded area and cross Trefonen Brook by a
stone slab bridge. Continue straight ahead and
on over the next stile into the field. Keep straight
ahead, going uphill.
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Great views and many
glimpses of the past
Walk down the steps at the back of the mound
and ahead is the old mine shaft, now surrounded
by a beautifully sculptured fence, reminding
us of its former use. Continue past the old coal
tub on your left and follow the path round to
the left and up another set of steps where a lonely
miner lies hacking his way into the mound,
provoking thoughts of harsh bygone days.

Length:
Route A: 4.75 miles / 7.64 kilometres;
Route B: 3 miles / 4.8 kilometres
Estimated time:
Route A: 2 to 2.5 hours;
Route B: 1.5 hours
Ascent: a few steep climbs
This walk takes us through old industrial sites
and along ancient earthworks. It is challenging
in parts and there is a choice of two routes.

Retrace your steps back along the path until
you reach the kissing gate leading on to the
main Oswestry Road. Turn right and walk
along the road taking care to keep to the paved
footpaths. Take the next small lane on the left,
past the large house with a balcony (The Manse).

Look at the interpretation panel beside the
grindstones, by the car park. Then go along
the playing field trail towards the village
hall and continue along the trail to the
pit mound and go up the steps.

Pottery Cottages in Pottery Row on the right
were originally the drying sheds for the pots
before they were baked in the kilns.
The kilns were situated under the present
cottage gardens.

Follow the path along the top of
the mound and look at the
interpretation panel there.

Walk up the lane and pause by the stile at
Meadowbank bungalow on the left.
On your left you will see the earthworks of
the New Trefonen Colliery and in the dip is
the line of the "gutter". The New Trefonen
Colliery operated from 1882 to 1891 when it
too closed down. The "gutter" was an artificial
water course, dug perhaps in the late 1700s.
It was built to supply water to the local coal
mines and, in particular, to the brick making
and pottery industries associated with the
mining. It also served local farms. It was
maintained by the Oswestry Borough Council
and continued in use until about the 1950s.
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Follow Walk 5 highlighted on map - pages 18 & 19
Turn left onto a track and go through the double
metal gate (secured with a chain). Walk along
the track (Don’t worry; you are not on private
property.) and to the right of the buildings at
Pant-y-Ffynon. Walk up the fenced track to the
next stile into the field. Continue in the same
direction, following the fence, to the next stile
and then downhill to a stile ahead and on to
Hafod Lane. (This part can be very boggy after
rain). Hafod means a summer pasture area,
and gives us a clue to what happened here.

It can be clearly seen at this point running
along the south of the footpath where it
makes its way through the workings of the
New Trefonen Colliery.
Continue walking up the lane until you reach
a stile on the right (signed Candy Wood).
Go over the stile and onto the Offa's Dyke Path.
Offa’s Dyke was built by Offa, the king of
Mercia (757 - 796), along the English/Welsh
border. It had a ditch on the Welsh side and
a rampart on the English side and was as
much a boundary as a fortification. The long
distance path roughly follows the old earth
works from Chepstow to Prestatyn (285 kms).
That is a walk for another occasion!

Turn left and walk along the lane, which finally
drops steeply to the road junction. Turn left
and walk uphill along the lane until you come
to a field gate and walk along the track to the
next gate. Go through the gate and go straight
ahead on the track, downhill to the gate at the
bottom.

Follow the line of the Dyke with the hedge on
your right. Take the next stile and walk ahead,
still following the dyke until you reach a stile
leading onto the road. Leaving the dyke turn
left and go up the road, past Trefalgar House
and Pentre Shannel Farm and turn left into a
narrow lane. Immediately on your right is a
stile up a steep roadside bank. (Assistance may
be needed here!)

Go through the gate onto Little London Lane.
Go along the Lane where Route B comes in.
Note Piccadilly Cottages and Hyde Park on
the left. What out of place names! Hyde Park,
Piccadilly and Little London were the names
of small fields along this route. They were
used by the Welsh drovers to impound their
cattle overnight on their way to London markets.

Cross the stile and walk up the field diagonally
left to the corner. Go through the gate and
keep the hedge on your left until it bends away
from you. You keep straight ahead on the same
line, diagonally crossing the field to the opposite
hedge. Look for a stile in the hedge and cross
it. Go diagonally left towards the top corner of
the field. The stile ahead is not visible at first.
Cross the stile and head for the stile opposite
out onto the lane.

Also on the left is a roadside building, now
used as a garage, which was originally a
Zion Hill Chapel (Primitive Methodist) with
a stone inscribed ‘Mrs. Deborah Jones, Trefonen’.
On reaching the Y junction, turn right and follow
the lane round to the left. You are now in Bellan
Lane. Go past the PO / stores and the Old Efel,
to the main road. Turn left and go up the road,
past the church to return to the car park.

There is now a choice between a longer walk
"A" and a shorter walk "B".

B The Shorter Walk
Turn left onto the lane and go straight ahead
at the junction. Now take the next track on the
left, soon after the junction and opposite New
Barns Cottage. Follow the bridle way down to
Brook House, and turn left.

A The longer Walk.
Turn right and follow the lane uphill past Plas
Uchaf to a stile on the left. Cross the stile into
the field and walk uphill to a stile in the middle
of the hedge. Then walk uphill diagonally right
to cross the stile in the corner of the next field.
(A good place to admire the views!)

This track now becomes Little London Lane.
Go along the Lane and rejoin Route A.
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Clues to an industrial past

6

Follow Walk 6 highlighted on map - pages 18 & 19
Offa’s Dyke was built by Offa, the king of
Mercia (757-796), along the English /Welsh
border. It had a ditch on the Welsh side and
a rampart on the English side and was as
much a boundary as a fortification.

Length: 4.4 miles / 7.1 kilometres
Estimated time: 2.5 hours
Ascent: to the top of Moelydd

Panoramic views to mountains and
plains, with circling buzzards, ancient
tracks and historic landmarks.

On the first part you can see traces of the
stone foundations. Later where it climbs the
hill, the route is worn and sunken into a
typical ‘hollow way’. One of the two trees on
the left is a small leaved lime which is often
found in the Welsh border area.

Turn to face the way you came up but follow
the right hand set of Offa’s Dyke signs down
the hill. Pass a smallholding on your right.
Cross the next stile on the right, go through
the kissing gate and turn left along to another
kissing gate.

The long distance path roughly follows the
old earth works from Chepstow to Prestatyn
(285 kms). That is a walk for another occasion!

This is Jones’s Rough nature reserve,
managed by Shropshire Wildlife Trust.

Cross the stile into the field, keeping the hedge
on your right. Cross the next stile into a
wooded area and cross the Trefonen Brook by
a stone slab bridge.

Look at the interpretation panel beside the
grindstones, by the car park. Then go back
through the car park gate and turn left towards
the village. Follow the main road to the cross
roads, just after the Barley Mow public house,
and turn right into Bellan Lane. Pass the Old
Efel on the right.

Continue following the Offa’s Dyke path and
walk down through the reserve and turn left
into the lane. Now follow the lane, which soon
leaves the Offa’s Dyke Path. (If you fancy a
rest, hop over the stile and find a wooden
bench, where you can sit and admire the
views). Continue round past the old Nantmawr
Quarry entrance. Pass the Old Engine house
and turn left. Walk up a wide track to a gate.

Continue and go through the kissing gate into
the lane. Turn left, then immediately right and
head up the lane for Ty Canol Farm. Walk
through the farmyard and then, keeping left,
cross the stile.

Miners were paid by chalter masters, usually
in public houses. In Trefonen the Efel Inn
was where the miners received their wages
- and where some would spend them.

Continue straight ahead and on over the next
stile into the field. Keep straight ahead, going
uphill.

Pass the PO / Village Stores on your left.
Continue until the lane bends right. Here go
straight ahead, following Offa’s Dyke path.

This part of the walk, up to the next lane, is
shown as a road on the tithe map of 1848.

Climb up steps to the right to cross the stile.
Keeping the buildings on your left, walk to the
gate in the top left hand corner of the field. Go
through the gate and follow an old track for
about 60 metres. Watch out for and follow the
way marker indicating a right turn down to a
gate and stile which lead into a rough lane.
Turn left and follow the lane, passing cottages
on your left, until you arrive at Red House Farm.

Follow the lane through a copse, crossing the
next stile on your right into the open field, still
following Offa’s Dyke. Keeping the hedgerow
on your right, follow the footpath markers up
the hill, making a sharp left at the top. Still
keeping the hedgerow on your right, follow
the stony track to the next stile. Cross the stile
then turn right.
The many pits and craters are relics of earlier
lead workings of an unknown date, most likely
17th century. Calamine - zinc carbonate - was
also mined here in the late 18th century and
taken via canal to Holywell, in Flintshire,
where it was used in the manufacture of brass.

Cross the stile into the field, keeping the fence
and farm on your right and walk uphill to the
next stile. Walk ahead to a stile with buildings
on the right and take the gate into the field.
(This part can be very wet). Walk straight
ahead along the track to a stile into the lane.
Turn left and go along the lane to the kissing
gate on your right.

Remain on Offa’s Dyke path to the top of the
hill, the Moelydd, at 285 metres.

Retrace your steps, along Offa’s Dyke path,
and go back the way you came to the car park.

Enjoy the magnificent panoramic views to all
points of the compass (weather permitting!).
Note the memorial inscription to John Dumville
Lees, killed in World War I. His father lived
at Woodhill and was an important benefactor
to the people of Trefonen and Treflach.
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