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Services in December & January:
Everything below is subject to Government Covid-19 rules
and so may have to be changed.  The numbers we can fit
into our church buildings remain limited.  If you wish to
attend any of the following, please book a seat with
K Kimber (Trefonen - bobnkkimber@btinternet.com, 679646)
or Pearl Morris (Llanyblodwel - pm.morris44@btinternet.com,
659905).  Face coverings must be worn, and no singing is
allowed - all services are said.

10.30am  Toy Service (see p. 4)

9.30am  Holy Communion

5.30pm  Carol Service with a
 difference

5.00pm  A very Beary Christmas

10.30am  Holy Communion

10.00am - 12.00 Private Prayer

9.30am  Holy Communion

10.00am - 12.00 Private Prayer

9.30am  Holy Communion

10.30am  Benefice Service

11.00am  Toy Service (see p.4)

10.30 - 11.30am Private Prayer

6.45pm  Carol Service with a
 difference

11.15pm  The First Holy Communion

11.00am  Holy Communion

10.30 - 11.30am Private Prayer

11.00am  Holy Communion

10.30 - 11.30am Private Prayer

10.30am  Benefice Service

In addition to the above:

Each Sunday during Advent: the candle on our Advent wreath will
be lit and prayers said both in church and on our Facebook page
(border group of parishes).

Each Sunday evening: Compline will be offered via Zoom (contact
Jann Downes, jannet.downes@icloud.com for more information).

Every Wednesday: (2nd, 9th,16th & 21st Dec) there will be a
Reflection and Discussion Group on Advent themes via Zoom.
Contact K Kimber, bobnkkimber@btinternet.com, 01691 679646.

Advent Reflections and Prayers are available by e-mail or hard copy.
Contact Revd Kathy for more details (kathsoutherton@hotmail.com,
07944 504330).
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Christmas is coming:
Well everyone, despite all our wishes and
hopes, Covid 19 is still with us and will still
be here, uninvited, for Christmas.  NOT
what we’d planned at all, so we must
rethink and re-plan and, let’s face it, we are
getting quite good at it here in Trefonen!!

Thanks to The Oakley family, children in
the village were given a completely
different look at Halloween and very
spooky it looked too!  Lots of Pumpkins lining a trail around the village was enjoyed
too!  Isn’t it surprising how many safe ways we can re-invent our lives?

Sadly, Remembrance Sunday was not to be as usual either, but we put out the
Poppies made by Trefonen Arty Group and Villagers two years ago.  It was our
gesture to the fact we did not forget but remembered, as we always do.

So, with Christmas in mind, how about we all decorate our gardens this year?  With
families not being able to get together in large groups (or so we understand to
date), why not unite in a different way and make Trefonen Village sparkle and glitter
so that it can be seen in all directions!  Get to it kids and decorate trees, bushes,
fences, doors, wheelie bins and anything else that doesn’t move!

The photos of what you do will be great for our exhibition and show what a
community spirited lot we are!

I know it’s a bit on the early side but Do have a Happy Christmas, however you
celebrate, and above all Stay Safe and don’t forget to add Christmas Sparkle to
Trefonen!

Tins, Toys and Toiletries:
The Toy Service this year is, hopefully, to be held on Sunday 6th December in all four
churches.  If we do not have a service, then donations will be received in the porch
of each church between 10.30am and 11.30am on that day.

This year we are supporting the Food Bank and Hope
House Children’s Hospice.

For donations suitable for the Food
Bank, please see the list provided
by the WI  on page 28 of this
magazine.  Toys should be new,
please, and toiletries are very much

           needed.

Gift should not be wrapped but wrapping paper would be very acceptable.

Thank you for your donations which will be very welcome.
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What’s In A Name?
Looking at the epitaphs in a graveyard can be intriguing yet, by necessity, only scant
details of the person’s life are included.  Last month, Chris Woods’ article on Sister
Gladys Hughes, buried in Nantmawr, shed light on a fascinating bit of local history.

Recently I came across a headstone in
the burial ground at Cefn Blodwel
Chapel and I include a photograph of
the inscription.  The stone marks the
grave of Mary Elizabeth Jones and her
husband.  You’ll see that it is in Welsh,
but one need not be too fluent in the
language to see the date of his birth
and his consequent first name.  Non-
Welsh speakers will have guessed that
Rhagfyr is Welsh for December.  He
had a long life, not quite making his
111th birthday!

My Welsh is very poor, but I believe that ‘Parch’ can be translated as ‘reverend’.
Now, Cefn Blodwel Chapel is non-conformist, so perhaps Mr. Jones was a minister;
had he been Catholic, he would have been ‘Father Christmas’.  I wondered what
others thought of his unusual first name at the time.  Perhaps he was good natured
and jovial.  I do hope so - he may have been called ‘Happy Christmas’.

If you know anything more about this brilliantly named man, I’d be interested to
hear it via the editor.  Nadolig Llawen i Bawb!

Memories of when we could still go travelling:
Madhukesh Loomba shares this
photograph of St. Stephen's Church
in Ooty, India, which he and his
wife visited in February, getting
back before the lockdown.

The interest here is that one of
Llanyblodwel’s previous residents,
but still a member of St Michael's
church, Mrs Margaret Pearson, was
a member of St Stephen's church
whilst she lived there with her
family.  Quite a few of her ancestors
are buried in the graveyard behind
the church.
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Brook House Residential Home
Woodhill, Morda, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY10 9AS

Are you looking for a warm, friendly & helpful home in a beautiful setting?
Whether you need a long stay, respite or day care,

please telephone for a brochure or come and visit us.
Mrs K. Cosens, Proprietor  Kate Ford/Sali Nixon, Joint Managers

Tel: 01691 654167
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Open Fire,
Pool table, Darts,

Live Sports,
Dog friendly.

Function room (seats 50)
for hire.

Offa’s Dyke Brewery, Trefonen, Oswestry

Meals: Tues - Fri: 5.00 - 9.00pm;
Sat: 12.00 - 3.00, 5.00 - 9.00pm;

Farmer’s Sunday Carvery served 12.00 - 3.00pm;

Offa’s Dyke Brewery: Our brewery uniquely straddles the Offa’s Dyke
which is the ancient border dividing England and Wales.  For a fresher, smoother
taste we crush locally sourced malted barley in the ‘old’ Wales, before passing
through to the mash tun and copper boil in England, returning to Wales for
fermenting and conditioning, finally casked back in England.  Real Ale brewed
with Real Passion.

Barley Mow Inn & Offa’s Dyke Brewery,
Chapel Lane, Trefonen, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY10 9DX.

www.offasdykebrewery.com

Barley Mow Inn
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From our Llanyblodwel correspondent:
Much depends on the guidelines for Covid-19; the rector is planning services in
church for the Christmas period.  At the moment, we plan to decorate the church
and have some form of carol service and communion on Christmas Eve.  Notices of
our final plan for these services will be out in December following the end of this
lockdown.

Wendy Taylor will be making some Christmas door wreaths.
If anyone would like to purchase one, contact Wendy on
01691 839929.

This issue of magazine will cover December and January
and we would like to wish everyone a safe, healthy Happy
Christmas and all the best for 2021.

Hope we will be back to some normality by then.

Updates:

On 6th November 22 trees were delivered, the 2020
season’s planting programme.  Three will be going on the
Jubilee Field and four on Chapel Green.  The rest are going in
gardens in the area.  We have almost run out of public open
spaces where we have permission to plant.  Do, please, let us know
if you can offer a home to a tree – or several trees, if you wish to donate or if you
wish to be a tree buddy and keep on eye on one which is already planted.

We hope you enjoy watching them grow.

The publicly available computer in our Village Shop has reached the end of its
working life.  It has been paid for, as has the internet service, by the funds remaining
when Trefonen Broadplace closed.  They also are now exhausted.  Hazel and Ruth
have, however, told me that if people need a password for use on their phones and
devices while in the Shop, they will provide one.  Our sincere thanks to them once
again for all they do for us.

Some time ago the Heritage Group was asked by the Rural Parish
Council to try and produce a plan of the cemetery.  Jeff Court helped
with a web-site and data base to aid members in their researches.  It
was a huge task and the records available were both limited and in
places contradictory.  However, with the results to date it has proved
possible in the last year or so to help three families find the graves or
burial plots of loved ones.
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… and while we’re on the subject of trees …
I guess that most readers, like me, will not allow the pandemic to stop them putting
up their Christmas decorations this year.  Thinking of getting a tree?  Here are some
hints:

● ‘Pot-grown’ and ‘potted’ are not the
    same.  A pot-grown tree has lived
    all its life in a pot and can survive
    for years.  A potted tree has been dug from the ground and will often die because
    of damage to its roots.

● We all need to be caring more for the environment.  The Carbon Trust suggests
that you avoid buying an artificial tree unless you’re committed to using it for at
least 10 years - only then will its environmental impact be lower than for real trees.

● Put a used real tree through a garden shredder to make a woody mulch or make
sure that it goes to the local Council’s collection scheme.

●Still on the environmental agenda, glass
baubles are much the preferred choice, but
of course need to be wrapped carefully to
preserve them for future use.  Try and avoid
plastic decorations as much as possible.

● Check all Christmas lights for worn or damaged
cords before plugging them in and don’t leave
them switched on when you’re out of the
house.

● Nordmann Fir is now the most
commonly available species - it
holds onto its pine needles much
longer than the traditional Norway
Spruce.

● When you get it home, saw about
3cm (11/2”) off the bottom of the
trunk and stand it somewhere cool
in a bucket of water at first.  When
putting it in its final position, keep
the bottom in water - allowing the
tree to ‘drink’ will help maintain its
condition.  Don’t put it near a heat
source - a radiator or a fireplace.
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BRIDGE PLUMBING

e-mail: bridgeplumbing0001@gmail.com

OZLOO’S
SPECIALISTS IN PORTABLE

TOILET HIRE
01691 772904

WWW.OZLOOS.CO.UK
ozloos@btinternet.com
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Trefonen School News:
The school has settled down into the "New Normal" after a challenging and very
different start to the Autumn Term and both Staff and Pupils clearly welcomed the
half term break.  The following are just a few examples of what's been happening
since the last news report.

BIKEABILITY:  Year 6 pupils enjoyed their BikeAbility sessions after the return from
half term break.  Again a little bit different, but here are some of the children's
comments:

“I found it really fun, especially signalling on the road” – Taite

“It was a great experience, we learned lots of safety tips” – Aimee

“It was really fun and we learned a lot” – Lilly

“It was fantastic because we went on the main roads safely” - Lexie.

Clearly a success, as always.  The school is endeavouring to promote, where suitable
and safe, the alternative ways of going to school such as using Bikes and Scooters
and of course walking to school.

FoTS NON UNIFORM DAY:  Thank you to all those who brought in a gift that can be
used in the Christmas wrap (a gift for a parent, grandparent, sibling etc).  This year
we will be organising this to take place after school early in December, further
details to follow.  Thank you for your support.

PUMPKIN TRAIL AND BAGS2SCHOOL:  A BIG ‘Thank You’ from FoTS to everyone
who supported the pumpkin trail over half term.  It raised £128 and we hope you all
enjoyed taking part.  I did this with my grandchildren, which was very good and
took us to parts of Trefonen where I have never been.  At the end there were prizes!

HARVEST FESTIVAL:  This year had to take place in the individual Classrooms instead
of the usual service at Trefonen Church.  Robins Class enjoyed celebrating the
Harvest.  Drawing and painting some of the fruits and vegetables that they love to
eat and also thinking about giving thanks for other things in their lives including
friends and families.  Wrens Class used the theme of Creation.  Learning about
endangered animals, giving thanks and praise for the wonderful world that God has
created.  They also talked about how they can help to save their world and harvest
for future generations by reducing, reusing and recycling.  Remembering that we
can all work together to preserve our world.

SPOTTY DAY – CHILDREN IN NEED:  This year, perhaps more than any other, the
money raised is really needed to help children throughout the UK and Africa during
this difficult time.  So thank you, it was lovely to see you all dressed in your ‘spotty’
outfits on Friday 13th.  Funds raised will be sent on directly to Children In Need once
the money has been quarantined and counted.

  Wrens class have been busy applying for the
position of ‘Apprentice Royal Tea Taster’ as part of their English work based on ‘The
Cloud Tea Monkeys’ by Mal Peet and Elspeth Graham.

Parish Magazine Vol 30 No 10                  Christmas - the epitome of love



14Parish Magazine Vol 30 No 10                  Christmas - the epitome of love

To get the position they had to prove that they had an excellent sense of smell and
taste and could describe a range of flavours.  They enjoyed tasting teas such as
Oolong, Earl Grey, peppermint, strawberry and lime, carrot, orange and apple and
loose leaf Ceylon!  Here are some of the descriptions which they devised for tea
packaging following their tasting session:

“With a sharp hint of lime and a heavy taste of apple, this tea will blow your mind.”

“With a hint of vanilla and a top note of mint, this tea will bring a smile to your face.”

“This tea has a very heavy apple flavour and a peculiar orange flavour.  This tea is as
dark as a black-out and it has a rich whole grain flavour.” 

“It has a hint of vanilla and sweet and very juicy and a little bit of lime.  This is a very
refreshing tea and it’s very strong.  With a hint of marshmallows and a burst of lime,
this tea is squishy and soft.” 

“With a hint of lime and orange this tea is rich and juicy and bold.” 

“This tea is as strong as a storm.  When you pop it in your mouth it shatters like
lightening and pops and sparkles.” .

After producing these and other fantastic descriptions, all the children got the job!

Here’s another piece of work from one of our pupils . . .

I Want my Sunglasses Back!

My sunglasses are gone.  I want them back!
"Have you seen my sunglasses?" asked Lamb.
"No." said Fox.
"Thank you anyway."

Secondly, Lamb found Frog.
"Have you seen my sunglasses?" asked Lamb.
"No." said Frog.
"Thank you anyway."

Then Lamb met Tortoise.
"Have you seen my sunglasses?" asked Lamb.
"No." said Tortoise.
"Thank you anyway."

Next Lamb met Reindeer.
"What's the matter?" asked Reindeer.
"I lost my sunglasses." said Lamb.
"What do they look like?" asked Reindeer.
"They are pinky, orange colour.  I have seen my sunglasses!"
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  The poetry recital that was held was very successful.  Despite the
short notice, most children had learnt their poem off by heart and Staff were
impressed by the number of children who had written their own poems!  The
children performed their poem well with clear voices and good projection; a big
thank you to parents for helping your child to practise.  We look forward to the next
Poetry Recital in the Spring Term.  Here are two poems written by the children:

Hello I am Daniel.  I go to school with my friends Happy each day to learn and play.
At weekends I like to dance and sing.  Being with family is the best thing!  

There was once a panda who said she was Amanda and had a home that was stuck
at a zoo.  Amanda got bored and went to the lord to see what she could do.  She
roamed the zoo and went to the crew to see what she could chew.  But the Panda
found nothing to chew.  Years had passed and Amanda felt that she would be stuck
in a zoo.  

Fri 18th Dec      End of Autumn Term
Mon 21st to Thurs 31st    Christmas Holiday
Friday 1st Jan 2021   Bank Holiday
Monday 4th Jan    PD Day
Tuesday 5th Jan    Start of Spring Term

If you would like to get involved please contact
the school on 01691 652960 or email friendsoftrefonenschool@gmail.com

: parentcontact@trefonen.shropshire.sch.uk

www.trefonenschool.co.uk

How does an Eskimo fix his house?

Igloos it together.
What happens if you eat too many Christmas decorations?
You get tinsel-itis.
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Bryn Offa CE Primary School:
There is no getting away from the fact that Covid-19 is still a very
real problem and likely to cause ongoing disruption for a while
yet.  So the plan remains the same for us, keep school as normal
as possible for the children and move to remote learning if we
have to close due to positive cases in the school community.  So
what is remote learning?

If we have to close the school to the children, we still need
to keep their education going by moving their learning to
online.  Over the recent months, the government and
educational organisations have been making online
teaching videos and resources available for schools if they
have to move to remote learning.  The Bryn Offa staff have
been using all the resources available to put together a
comprehensive remote curriculum that can be accessed
from home.

As teaching is a two-way process, we have also set up class emails and systems to
enable parents to send completed work in to their child’s teacher.  This has enabled
the teachers to adjust the online learning to reflect the needs of the learners.  It is
quite a tricky process to get the whole school population using the online resources
effectively, but one that we will continue to work on this term despite hoping to
never have to use them.

Another example of how we are keeping things going
is the way we ran our parents’ evenings this term.  We
made best use of technology to allow teachers to
make a call from their computer to the landline or
mobile phone of parents.  This meant we could run
the entire two evenings of meetings without the
parents having to download or install anything.  All
they had to do was answer their phone at the allotted
time.  This isn’t something we will continue once the
Covid restrictions have been lifted, but it is good to
have an alternative to fall back on if we need to.

By the time I write again for this newsletter it will be
January and we will have had our first experience of
producing a video version of our Christmas Performances.
I have a funny feeling this will be quite the challenge.  In
the meantime, we continue to have Revd Kathy’s weekly
assemblies on line and we will be having one of the
travelling nativity bags for each class, so all can appreciate
the story of Christmas.  We hope that, however we
celebrate Christmas, it will be happy, albeit different!
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North Shropshire Heating
& General Plumbing

Covering all of North Shropshire
& Welsh Border Counties

Specialists in oil fired heating systems.
All aspects of plumbing work undertaken.

Jim Parkes
Tel: 01978 722598

Mob: 079290 16814

www.supportmycomputer.co.uk

.95

JONES’ OIL BOILER SERVICE
Specializing in

Service, Repairs, Breakdowns.

OFTEC QUALIFIED ENGINEER

All work fully insured

Competitive rates

Call now for friendly, local and prompt service

Stuart
01691 682480
07940 757503            stuartjones47@yahoo.co.uk
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Quiz:

1

2

3

4

5

1. News of the US Presidential Election filled our screens in November, making our
General Elections seem dull/civilised/democratic (delete as you find appropriate) by
comparison.  In the latter stages, the result came down to the voting in Arizona,
Georgia, Nevada, North Carolina and Pennsylvania.  Which is which on the map?

2. Who’s who?  Each of the following has a local (Oswestry & district) connection.
Who/what are/were they?

a. Owen Paterson
b. Thomas Savin
c. Walford Davies
d. David Ormsby-Gore
e. Wilfred Owen
f. Sir Robert Jones

g. John Llwyd
h. John Biffen
i. George Watson Buck
j. David Holbache

k. Harold Whitfield
l. Frank Bough

3. Qu. 1 tested your knowledge of US geography.  But how are you with the UK?
Where are each of the following? (Be precise, “up north” or “south coast” won’t do -
I’m looking for e.g. a town, city, London borough or UK county.)

a. Fingal’s cave
b. Giant’s Causeway
c. Cheddar Gorge
d. Royal Albert Hall
e. Chatsworth House
f. Stonehenge

g. Anthony Gormley’s ‘Angel of the North’
h. Eden Project
i. Jurassic Coast
j. Clifton Suspension Bridge

k. Radcliffe Camera
l. The Needles
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And some general knowledge to make this a bumper quiz:

4. What does the number 60103 denote?
5. We’re familiar with the roundel on all RAF aircraft.  What are the colours?
6. What colour are the benches in the House of Lords?
7. What is the name of Wendy’s dog in Peter Pan?
8. Which seaside town is home to the longest pier in the UK?
9. What is Queen Elizabeth II’s surname?
10. Which new British military force was established in 1918?
11. In which seaside town was ‘Fawlty Towers’ set?
12. What is Keir Starmer’s constituency?
13. What is the most spoken language in the world?
14. In which year was the Chernobyl disaster?
15. In tennis, what piece of fruit is found at the top of the men’s Wimbledon trophy?
16. What do you call a group of jellyfish?
17. What’s the best selling book of all time?
18. Which French artist, born in 1834, was best known for his paintings of ballet

dancers?
19. In a decathlon, how many of the ten events take place on a running track?
20. Gary and Martin Kemp were in which band?
21. What is the name of the final book in the Harry Potter series?
22. What is the longest single-span bridge in Great Britain?
23. How many teeth does an adult human have?
24. Which famous man became president of his country after being in jail for 18 years?
25. What is the proper name for your funny bone?
26. Which is the largest landlocked county in the UK?
27. Which city is the capital of Australia?
28. What type of fish is Nemo in ‘Finding Nemo’?
29. Who wrote ‘Snow White And The Seven Dwarves’?
30. How many people have walked on the moon?
31. The Stadium of Light is home to which English football club?
32. How old do you have to be to stand for President of the United States?
33. Tom Cruise is an outspoken member of which religion?
34. Which animal is genetically closest to humans?
35. What is the chemical symbol for gold?
36. In pre-decimal currency, how many shillings were in a pound?
37. Vanilla comes from what flowers?
38. In ‘Only Fools and Horses’, by what name did Trigger always call Rodney?
39. Which is the only venomous snake native to the UK?
40. Which bird can fly backwards?
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Sofa Club (dementia activities):
There’s nothing quite so comforting as a familiar, well-loved
comfortable sofa, and our sofa club may have been pommelled to
death, being in and out of lockdown, but realising how vital it is to
our members, we keep persevering with our activities according to
the current restrictions and regulations as contact is vitally important.

So here are the plans for our activities in the next two months…

10th December - Short Christmas service in clusters of less than 6 people in people’s
homes/gardens/garages if allowed, if not over the phone or in each individual
home at the same time.

14th January – ‘Epiphany Activity’ in groups of 6 or less in
homes according to regulations or comfy cushion conversations
to and with one another.

For further information contact Revd Kathy.

Come and Celebrate, Christ the Lord is born!
Every year, we ring the bells and gather together with kith and
kin to celebrate love – love of each other, and of God’s love for
the world wrapped up in a baby bundle, Jesus.

Although this year may look a little different, even feel a little bit
different, the reason for the season and the celebration of love
never changes and we will celebrate it!  In a world that seems at
times dark and bleak we need to celebrate, celebrate joy and
peace, hope and love and Christmas is all about that and more.

So why not join us to celebrate all those things in the celebration of the birth of
God’s son, Jesus, born for us?  See page 3 for details of services in our two churches.

Is it my age?
Perhaps it’s just me, but one of the pitfalls of
lockdown is that many of the ‘signposts’ that
remind me which day of the week it is are
absent.

Actually, I know I’m not the only one - I’ve
heard other people say the same.  Someone
was so aggravated that they were driven to
record their feelings on this poster.
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From the Rectory:
My dear friends,

Twelve months ago, how many of us had even heard of Coronavirus,
Covid-19 or any other of its various names, let alone almost all our
waking moments being defined by it?  Very few, I suspect.  And yet

now, whichever of the names are used, whilst being just words,
words can convey so much - on the surface and beneath it as well.
This pandemic has shown us the power of words and our reliance

on them in so many different ways, and how they can and do
impact on our lives.

Dr Wilfred Funk, a well-known dictionary publisher, provided his list of most
expressive words and it gives much food for thought.  It can be divided into
negative and positive:

● The most bitter word   
● The most cruel word   
● The saddest word    
● The most tragic word   
● The coldest word    

We all know how we have felt/feel when we have heard these in the contexts of
our own lives and how hurtful and painful they can be and are, but what of the
‘positive’ list?

● The most revered word  
● The most peaceful word  
● The warmest word   
● The most comforting word 
● The most beautiful word 

Which brings me to another wonderful
word, full of meaning and the epitome of
love – 

With lockdowns happening for many of us, with the very real likelihood of
extensions and the effect on Christmas, many have lamented and mourned the
possibility of Christmas not being able to happen.  As someone said to me the other
day, ‘Christmas will happen, the real Christmas’, that is the celebration of Love
coming into the world.  But it will not be with any great fanfare, not with family or
known friends nearby, not with conventional gifts and more.  This was no ordinary
birth, no, this was an This was a birth that would change the
world forever, turn long held practices and beliefs on their head, reach out and
embrace the margins as well as the mainstream.  It challenged and changed
oppression and injustice, it loved any and all - equally and unequivocally - and more
besides.
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It is a love that was born and will never die, a love that ultimately bore our pain and
suffering and removed it.  It is this amazing, wonderful, beautiful love that Christmas
is about, that doesn’t, nor will it change.  It is this love that unites us, will bind us
together, will bring us through this and bring us together in ways perhaps we
hadn’t imagined before.

Whatever happens at Christmas, the love of
the Christ child, given and received, is the
same yesterday, today and tomorrow.  So let
us remember the love seen in Christ Mas,
celebrate and show and share that love this
Christmas however we can, wherever we
can, with whomever we can and truly make
love, God’s gift of love, a beautiful thing
today and tomorrow and all our tomorrows.

I hope you and your families have a very
happy and blessed Christmas & New Year.

Til next time, stay safe and well.

Yours in Christ

From the Registers:
Llanyblodwel:

Funeral:  

Burial of ashes:    October

Prayer Chain
If you would like prayer for an immediate need, e.g. an emergency
situation, you can ring one of the people below.  Your message will
be passed to each person in the chain (who is available at the time)
and we will pray for your need in complete confidence.

Rev. Kathy Trimby  590025    Jill Ferguson   656456
Betty Steele    652170    Linda Gladman   671363
Dick Mathias    657934    Chris Kirk    688595
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Trefonen Garden Club:

Gardens in the winter months can be special;
that daily walk, the colours of winter and the first
snowdrops, then once inside, it’s time to dream
and plan.  A good time to think about buying
seeds, online or through traditional retailers.

A good place to start is to send off for the major names’ seed catalogues with their
huge variety and then let the ideas flow.  If you buy online, be careful.  Gardening
advice columns emphasise buying from reputable sites where you can be sure of the
country of origin and quality.  Price may be one guide and beware accompanying
photographs that look too good to be true and which may have been borrowed!

Seeds have been in the news for other reasons in
the past few months.  Back in August, the BBC
reported unsolicited packets of mainly unknown
seeds arriving in the post, principally from China.
The general advice was to bin them – and not on
the compost – as they might become dangerous
invasive plants or carry disease.

The Royal Horticultural Society picked up the story in its
October magazine, indicating the seed scam had also
targeted potential victims in Australia and the United
States.  Seed scam stories actually go back a few years.
One to be wary about, many of us have enough trouble
with ground elder and creeping buttercup.

As this edition of the Magazine covers both
December and January, you may be reading
it before Christmas.  If so, remember that
many gardeners have too many gardening
books, but always have room for one more.
How about the RHS Gardener's Quiz and
Puzzle Book (100 Brainteasers for Gardeners
who know their onions).

If the New Year has started you may be hoping that the Trefonen Gardening Club
will start meeting again, possibly in January.  Keep an occasional eye on
www.trefonengardenclub.org.uk.

Why does Santa have three gardens?

So he can ‘ho ho ho’.

mailto:www.trefonengardenclub.org.uk


26

Chimney Sweep

01691 860616
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Trefonen WI:
November saw us break new ground with a very successful zoom meeting.  Our
speaker was Alison Utting from Ellesmere, telling us about the life and times of
Eglantyne Jebb, a local passionate and effective philanthropist and campaigner who, 100
years ago, profoundly shaped international opinion.

Alison was a truly engaging and well-prepared speaker.
As part of her research, she had visited Eglantyne’s
homes and interviewed family members, gathering
fascinating photos, maps and sketches to illustrate her
‘Lantern Lecture’.  We learned that in 1876 Eglantyne
was born in Ellesmere into a gifted and creative family
who all strived to improve social conditions nationally
and worldwide.  Alison painted a picture of an idyllic
childhood with staff, animals and extremely capable and
caring parents.  Her mother, for instance, set up a school
in Ellesmere where she taught local children craft skills
with the initiative developing to over 500 schools in
what became the Home Arts and Industries Association.

As well as opportunities and encouragement, she experienced profound grief with the
early death of her father and younger brother, frustration with her inability as a woman to
graduate despite excelling at university and disappointment in finding herself unsuited to
her chosen profession as a teacher.

Her life path became clear in 1919, the year after the
armistice, but with deep distrust and animosity still
rife across Europe, when Eglantyne and her sister
Dorothy faced a packed Albert Hall.  The crowd had
come armed with fruit and veg to pelt these ‘traitor
sisters’ who were daring to challenge the nation to
consider the enemy as human beings and send aid
to the starving population of Europe.  Such was
Eglantyne’s fiery persuasive style and skilled use of
photographs and life stories that the audience
rushed to donate and spread the word.  Soon her
supporters ranged from AA Milne to the Pope and
included the Miners’ Union, who collected £2 million,
and Sir Archibald Bodkin, the judge who oversaw the
court case intended to silence her.

To pursue her aim Eglantyne set up Save The Children to ‘help children impoverished and
displaced by the Great War’.  She was determined that it should be entirely humanitarian
and not become political, so she based it in Geneva, from where she travelled and
campaigned tirelessly, walking the mountains to restore her strength.

Eglantyne also wrote ‘The Declaration of the Rights of the Child’ which was adopted by
the League of Nations, declaring her aim that individual and national attitudes should
change to the extent that Save the Children would become redundant.
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Although she died at only 52 years old her work
endured, changing the lives of millions, and her
Declaration has currently been signed by every
country in the United Nations except one.

After the talk we discussed future plans, with a
Christmas quiz planned for December and the
Resolutions Discussion in January.  Both the
meetings will be via zoom and visitors are
welcome.  If you’d like to join the quiz, please let
Victoria know quickly so that you can be added to
a team: 07773364992  v.gemmell@hotmail.co.uk

We made future plans for supporting women and girls in Malawi with sanitary
products, but our immediate focus will be on the food bank Christmas appeal.  Please
donate any of the following for the Christmas boxes – if everyone gives a little, so much
will be achieved.

 – Tinned ham, Christmas cake, Christmas puddings (all sizes needed),
vegetarian Christmas pudding, sweets, chocolates (e.g. Matchsticks, chocolate coins),
mince pies, chocolates, biscuits.  Dried stuffing, gravy or stock, pickles, savoury crackers,
nuts, tins of fruit, custard and tinned cream.

PLEASE CHECK THAT THERE IS NO ALCOHOL IN THE INGREDIENTS OR THEY WILL NOT
BE PASSED ON.  ALSO CHECK THAT FOOD WILL BE IN DATE AT CHRISTMAS.

 – Coke and Diet Coke, lemonade, non-alcoholic drinks like Schloer.

 – Shampoo, shower gel, soap, toothpaste, face masks, sanitiser gel,
antibacterial sprays and wipes.  Washing detergent tablets (small boxes), will also be
gratefully received.

: hats, gloves, scarves.

If it easier to give money, this will be passed on and the Food Bank staff will use it to buy
anything they need.  You can donate in one of three ways:

1) Give donations of food or cash to Pam Johnson at Dingle Cottage, Bellan Lane or
Diane Wakefield at New Bungalow, Hollies Lane;

2)  Leave donations of food and gifts with Hazel in the shop;

3)  Give a donation of cash to Hazel and she will pass it on to Pam or buy goods for the
 collection.

The food bank is so grateful for your continued donations and is looking forward to
helping those in need over the Christmas period.  They see the work they do as a
community effort and know that without you it wouldn’t be possible.  They have organised
fresh fruit and vegetables for these hampers and are unable to accept any perishable items.

They would be also be really grateful for people to donate gift vouchers for the people in
need to purchase much needed meat in denominations of £5.00 or £10.00 with vouchers
for supermarkets.  It would be nice to support local butchers etc. but they have decided
that is too complicated and so are sticking to supermarket vouchers.

mailto:v.gemmell@hotmail.co.uk
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Nic Evans - Landscape Gardener
(Est. 1981)

www.nicevanslandscaping.co.uk
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LLOYD’S ANIMAL FEEDS
Agricultural Feed Specialists
Lloyds Animal Feeds is the leading independent animal food
producer in the country.

The Company philosophy is to provide customers with the
exact specification feed they need to maximise their
profitability in the market place.

Head office:
Morton, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY10 8BH, United Kingdom
01691 830741
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A Rainbow of Plants:
The first Coronavirus lockdown
from 24th March meant that I
walked from home in Trefonen
much more.  Amazing what
new plants you spot on local
verges, even when you have lived in the same spot
for 40 years.  Spring wild flowers put on a fine
show, starting with the Sweet and Common Dog-
Violets under the hedgerows, through Early Purple
Orchids in scrubby areas to the Bluebells of the
Racecourse and Old Oswestry.

In April I was delighted to discover new sites for some of my
favourite flowers – carpets of Herb-Paris in a local wood and a
patch of citrus yellow Alternate-Leaved Golden-Saxifrage on a
none too wet verge, so much rarer than the Opposite-Leaved
Golden-Saxifrage.  Both can be seen for comparison near the
Trefonen ford.  In the same season it is worth looking here for
the striking Scarlet Elf-Cup fungus on fallen branches too.  The
Green-Winged Orchids on a dry slope in Nantmawr were
dwarf in stature, but there in good numbers in their purple
glory.  It was a real pleasure to visit a wetland site where
Butterwort was flowering profusely – heart-warming to see a
good display of this declining species.  The sunniest April and
then the driest May on record were an untold blessing for

humans, but ended with plants being stunted
and stressed.  Do our residents who complain
of Cowslips in their lawns know how
uncommon they are elsewhere?  I hardly ever
saw true native Cowslips in their natural
habitat until I came to live on the
Carboniferous Limestone of the Oswestry
uplands.

Conditions did not suit Bee Orchids and
Common-Spotted Orchids so well in June.
They were few in number, especially where it
was dry, and soon withered.  Sweeney Fen

            was exceptionally beautiful at the end of June
with Marsh Helleborines and Marsh Fragrant-Orchids out in abundance at this early
date.  How lucky botanists are to use all their senses – the colour and scent were
amazing all across the site.  I had to smile at two ramblers who had missed a
Footpath on the other side the hedge and were grumpily picking their way through
this “awful bog.”  Orange is not a colour that our native wild plants are much
blessed with, but Common Bird’s-Foot-Trefoil blends yellow and orange tones, even
streaked with red, inspiring the country name “Eggs and Bacon”.

Common dog violet

Early purple orchid

Bluebells
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There was a very fine patch on some nice flower-rich
turf on the corner of the Sweeney to Woodhill road in
July.  There are some naturalised orange-flowered
plants around; Orange Hawkweed (aka Fox-and-Cubs)
can be found in short turf in burial grounds, such as
Trenant Chapel graveyard in Trefonen.  If you like a flat
walk along the Montgomery canal, look out for the
striking Orange Balsam, an introduction from North
America, which does not appear to be as invasive as its

             pink Himalayan relative.

I even found several new meadows I had never been to
before as I walked local footpaths I hadn’t been on for
years, or explored new sections of them.  The views
were very fine too.  We were invited to a tiny meadow
at Treflach, with Pyramidal Orchids in three figures, plus
other uncommon lime loving plants.  This was actually a
steep bank in a small orchard.  Not bad for a site that
was once a haulier’s yard.  Strolling along a footpath
from Sweeney Fen reserve towards the working quarry, I
came across David’s Meadow, purchased in memory of his late wife who died too
young.  This is a really herb-rich site due to good meadow management, enhanced
by wild orchids spreading in from the quarry edge on these thin limestone soils.
Devil’s-Bit Scabious put on a good show in local damp fields in August, even rivalling
bluebells for a carpet of blue on Llynclys Common.  Look out for it along the Offa’s
Dyke Path.

So, as in the 2020 pandemic, some died, some
survived, some withered and struggled, some
blasé species even flourished.  Never have so
many folks owed so much to the wonders of
nature for their wellbeing.  As we go to press in
November, lockdown is here again.  Keep
walking, there is much to be seen in the winter –
crops of acorns, haws on the Hawthorn,
chestnuts, walnuts and fungi were abundant this
year.  I hope that you have planted some local
acorns as a symbol of new life and faith that we

      will survive  this pandemic, as we have done
before.

Please keep to the footpaths and observe the
Countryside Code.

Herb Paris

Cowslip

Birds-foot trefoil

Hawthorn
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Trefonen FC:
Following the recent lockdowns imposed on both sides
of the Border, it is with a huge frustration, but no surprise,
that we still have no footballing activity to report.

The unique circumstances of Trefonen Football Club,
being an English based club playing in the Welsh
Football Pyramid, have this time proven to be a small
setback. The Welsh Government’s Firebreak Lockdown,
which was imposed on 23rd October, put a temporary halt to the FAW’s “Return to
Play” program, meaning the clubs scheduled friendlies and training sessions had to
be postponed until the firebreak ended on 9th November.  The club was then hit by
the month-long national lockdown enforced throughout November, which
suspended all non-elite footballing activities across England.  The lockdown ruling
also meant that travel across the border into Wales was prohibited for non-essential
activities.  With the majority of the club’s squad, coaches and committee residing in
England, this has had a major impact on the club’s abilities to play, effectively
meaning, as with many other organisations and social undertakings, November has
been a month of no activity.

I would like to take this opportunity to say “Thank You” to all of the Clubs Sponsors,
Followers and hardworking Volunteers for their continued support throughout a
tough year, I’m sure we all are looking forward to tackling the challenges of 2021
together.  I would also like wish all the magazine readers and contributors a Merry
Christmas and a Joyful New Year.

To end 2020 on a more light-hearted and positive note, here is a short football
related quiz.

1) In August, which side won the FA Cup for a 14th time?

2) Which player won the 2019/20 Premier League Golden Boot Award, scoring 23
goals?

3) Which manager was crowned Premier League Manager of the Year for 2019/20?

4) The 2020/21 season has seen which Yorkshire Club make its debut in the Football
League?

5) The postponed Euro2020 final is scheduled to be hosted at which Stadium?

6) Which English Left back announced his retirement from professional football at
the end of last season?

7) Which Welsh star made a return to the Premier League in September?

8) How many points did Premier League champions Liverpool accumulate through-
out the 2019/20 season?

9) Leeds made a long-awaited return to the top flight, but what is their traditional
nickname?

10) Which club won the 2019/20 UEFA Champions League?
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Scam Watch:

If you’ve received this email, HMCTS recommends reporting it to Action Fraud at the
National Cyber Security Centre by forwarding it to report@phishing.gov.uk

If you’re concerned that you may have given your bank details to scammers, contact
your bank immediately and let it know what’s happened.

A fake email purporting to be from the HM Courts
& Tribunals Service is doing the rounds.  It’s
another phishing scam out to steal your bank
details – here’s what it looks like.

Threats like this can carry weight, which is exactly
why it’s essential you take a minute to assess any
email you receive before carrying out its
instructions.

While at first glance this email may look legitimate,
a closer inspection will reveal it’s not the ‘full ticket’
– always be on the lookout for spelling mistakes,
such as ‘penality’, and sentences that don’t quite
add up (‘click here for more informations’).

Inspection of the sender’s email on your device
will also show that it was not sent from a genuine
GOV.UK account.

Poem: Christmas contact:
Christmas is the time of year

When deadened memory revives
And makes us think of all those lives
We’ve lost touched with over time

And ought to be concerned for now.

We write our cards to preserve a link
But hardly think to connect the act
With the amazing and colossal fact

That on Christmas Day God became Man
And hallowed every human contact.

So, underneath the Christmas cheer,
The superficial seasonal patter,

There lies the sure and solid truth:
All those we’ve known will always matter.
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What did Father Christmas say to his wife when he looked out of the window?
Looks like reindeer.

mailto:report@phishing.gov.uk
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OSWESTRY CHRISTIAN BOOKSHOP
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Steve Harris
General Builder

And Stonework Specialist

Tel: 01691 657647  Mobile: 07967 700312

Trefonen Village Shop
SHOP & POST OFFICE OPENING TIMES:

Monday - Friday:      8.00 am - 7.00 pm
Saturday:          8.30 am - 6.00 pm
Sundays & Bank Holidays:  9.00 am - 1.00 pm

Telephone 01691 671208
You will find all items found in a convenience store, but if there is anything you would like

Hazel to stock, please let her know and she will do her best!

8.00 - 6.00
9.00 - 1.00
10.00 - 1.00
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You don’t say!
Have you ever wondered about the origin of some of our well-known phrases and
sayings?  Here are some for you:

In Scotland, ceremonial dishes of food are often brought to the table to the
accompaniment of bagpipes, that is, they are 'piped in'.  This could easily be imagined
to be the origin of 'piping hot'.  It isn't though.  Nor does the phrase derive from food
being 'piped aboard' ships.  The derivation of this little phrase is the sizzling, whistling
sound made by steam escaping from very hot food, which is similar to the sound of
high-pitched musical pipes.

Chaucer used the phrase, though in language rather inaccessible to us today.  This is
from The Miller's Tale, circa 1390:

“He sente hir pyment meeth and spiced ale and wafres pipyng hoot out of the glede.”

(He sent her sweetened wine and well-spiced ale and waffles piping hot out of the fire.)

Any misfortune that would make life unlivable, especially rape or loss of virginity.  The
phrase was formerly a euphemism for rape.

The expression isn't used seriously with its original meaning these days.  It's more often
used in parody form by local journalists who use 'A fête worse than death' in reviews of
church fêtes.

The origin of the term 'codswallop' is unclear.  The most widely quoted story is that of
Hiram Codd, an English soft drinks maker during the 1870s, who developed a
technique for bottling lemonade.  This process involved the insertion of a glass marble
as a stopper into the neck of the bottle.  When the bottle was shaken the resulting
pressure from the fizzy pop forced the marble against the neck to form a seal.  The
device was called, not unreasonably, the Codd Bottle.

'Wallop' is a slang term for beer, and beer drinkers would certainly be disdainful of
bottled soft drinks.  This slang term dates from the early to mid 20th century.  The
Nottingham Evening Post printed the following in March 1930:

Policeman (giving evidence at Tottenham on what he heard in a club): The waiter came
in with a tray of glasses of beer and shouted, "Any orders, gents, for hops and wallop?".

To wave a red rag to a bull is to deliberately provoke it.  More generally, the expression
denotes any deliberate action intended to bring about an adverse reaction.

In the 17th century, to wave a red rag at someone was merely to chatter with them -
'red rag' was then a slang term for the tongue.  This usage is cited in print as early as
1605 and is nicely illustrated in Francis Grose's definition in ‘The Classical Dictionary of
the Vulgar Tongue’ of 1785:

"Shut your potatoe trap, and give your redrag a holiday."
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The Foody page:
No one has sent me their recipe for Christmas pudding (though, in fairness, I didn’t
ask for one, so maybe I have only myself to blame).  Does anyone cook their own
these days or are we all buying ready-made from the supermarkets?

And on that subject, the latest edition of Which? magazine from the Consumers
Association dropped through my letter box a day or so ago.  Their ‘Best Buy’
Christmas pud this year is Asda’s ‘Extra Special 9 Month Matured Christmas Pudding’,
closely followed by the Co-op’s ‘Irresistible 12 Month Matured’, Morrison’s ‘The Best 9
Month Matured’ and Lidl’s ‘24 Month Matured’.  (Not sure if I’m allowed to repeat
this here without infringing their copyright but, Hey Ho, I’ve done it now.)

Cheese features pretty heavily in my diet - probably more so than is good for me, but
I was pleased to find the following five tips for the perfect Christmas cheeseboard:

● To create the perfect cheeseboard,
think ‘less is more’.  Look for three or
four cheeses that offer different styles,
textures and flavours.  A hard cheese,
a blue, a soft cheese and a cheese that
is slightly different is all you need.

● Take cheese out of the fridge an hour
before serving so it can get to room
temperature.  Leave it wrapped until
the last moment to stop it drying out
and ensure the more punchy flavours
and smells are trapped in.

● Plain crackers offer a good base without crowding the flavour of the cheese.
Caramelised onion chutney is a great all-rounder and quince paste goes well with
a number of cheeses, particularly blues.  Grapes and apples work well as a palate
cleanser between cheeses.

●A fine aged Tawny Port with its savoury notes is always a winner.  If you don’t
want port or a classic Bordeaux wine, then choose an IPA or micro-brewed ale.

● If you can, go to a cheese-monger to select your Christmas cheese.  Not only will
they be able to help you with portion sizes, selections and cheese care advice,
they will also be able to tell you what tastes great right now.

Shropshire Blue (what else!?) is one of my ‘must haves’, but quince paste is a new
one on me.  I do know someone - a near-neighbour and a regular reader - who has
a quince tree in his garden.  I wouldn’t usually go out and buy a bottle of Port, but it
so happens that I won one in a raffle many months ago and it’s still at the back of
the cupboard unopened.

Bring it on!
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S. Owen & Sons
YOUR LOCAL HEATING OIL,

COAL MERCHANTS &
Propane & Butane

BOTTLED GAS SUPPLIERS

“Prompt &
Personal Service

at Competitive Prices!!”

www.sowenandsons.co.uk

Telephone:
Llanymynech 01691 830315 or

01691 830163

PEST PROBLEM?
Solve it with …

Shropshire Mole and Pest Control

Fast response.

Domestic, agricultural and
commercial.

Local, professional and affordable!

Mole Control Expert

Call Alan now on 01691 700701
mobile 07976 817859

Wasps Bees Hornets Rats

Mice Rabbits Squirrels Ants

Cluster Flies
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Answers to the Quiz:
1. 1: Pennsylvania, 2: North Carolina, 3: Georgia, 4: Arizona, 5: Nevada.

2. a) Owen Paterson: born 1956 in Whitchurch.  MP for North Shropshire since 1997
 b) Thomas Savin: born 1826 in Llwynymaen, Oswestry.  He was the main  contractor for the Cambrian
  Railways; there’s a road named after him alongside the Cambrian surgery.
 c) Walford Davies: born 1869 in Oswestry. Composer and Master of the King’s Music 1934 - 1941.
 d) David Ormsby-Gore: 5th Baron Harlech, UK Ambassador to the US 1961 - 65 and close friend of the
  Kennedy family.  Former owner of Woodhill, Trefonen and Brogyntyn, Oswestry.

e) Wilfred Owen: born 1893 in Oswestry, WWI poet.
f) Sir Robert Jones: born 1857 in Rhyl. Surgeon, the ‘father’ of modern orthopaedics & co-founder with

  Agnes Hunt of ‘our’ RJAH in 1921.
g) John Llwyd: born in Llanforda, built Llwyd Mansion at the junction of Cross St & Bailey St. in 1604.
h) John Biffen: born 1930 in Bridgewater.  MP for Oswestry 1961 - 97; member of Margaret Thatcher’s

  cabinet (but dismissed as a ‘wet’).  Lived in Llanyblodwel.
i) George Watson Buck: born 1789 near Norwich.  Engineer of the Montgomery Canal.
j) David Holbache: born 1355 in Dudleston.  Founded Oswestry School in 1407; the second oldest non-

  church school in the country (after Winchester, 1382).
k) Harold Whitfield: born 1886 in Oswestry.  Awarded the VC for action in Egypt in 1918.  There’s a

  memorial to him in Cae Glas Park.
l) Frank Bough: born 1933 in Stoke-on-Trent but grew up in Oswestry, attending the Boys High School

  (good school that).  Broadcaster - anchor-man of several BBC sports and news magazine
  programmes; sacked 1988 following a sex & drugs scandal. Died October 2020.

3. a) Isle of Mull      b) Co Antrim, NI    c) Mendip Hills, nr. Cheddar, Somerset
 d) South Kensington, London  e) nr. Bakewell, Derbyshire f) 10m north of Salisbury, Wiltshire
 g) Southern edge of Gateshead, Co Durham.  (If you said Newcastle, you don’t score a point.)
 h) Nr. St Austell, Cornwall  i) East Devon and Dorset coast j) Bristol
 k) Oxford       l) Isle of Wight

4. The A3 Pacific Class locomotive Flying Scotsman.  This is the number given by British Rail following
 nationalisation in 1948 and which it bears today; it had previously gone by various numbers under the
 LNER, 4472 being the best remembered.

3.

5. Red centre, circled by white then blue.

24. Nelson Mandela
25. Humerus
26. Shropshire
27. Canberra
28. Clownfish
29. The Brothers Grimm
30. 12
31. Sunderland
32. 35 years old
33. Scientology
34. Chimpanzee
35. Au
36. 20
37. Orchids
38. Dave
39. Adder
40. Hummingbird

6. Red
7. Nana
8. Southend-on-Sea
9. Windsor
10. RAF
11. Torquay
12. Holborn and St Panchras
13. Mandarin
14. 1986
15. Pineapple
16. A bloom
17. The Bible
18. Edgar Degas
19. Four (100m, 400m, 1500m & 110m hurdles)
20. Spandau Ballet
21. Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows
22. Humber suspension bridge
23. 32
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I wonder what the New Year might bring?

Answers to the football quiz:
1) Arsenal     2) Jamie Vardy  3) Jurgen Klopp  4) Harrogate Town  5) Wembley Stadium
6) Leighton Baines  7) Gareth Bale  8) 99     9) The Peacocks   10) Bayern Munich
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Library services:
Overleaf on the rear cover I’ve taken a guess at future Mobile Library visits.  I suggest
that you ring the library service to confirm, rather than relying too heavily on these.  As
an alternative, I’ve seen the following message from the county service:

“Although library branches are closed due to the current lockdown restrictions we are
pleased to offer Ready Reads, a ‘click & collect’ style service offering tailored book
choices selected by library staff.

To use Ready Reads you can complete an online form that includes questions about
what sort of books you prefer.  Based on that information we will put together
selections of books then contact you when ready to collect.  Alternatively, the service
can be accessed by telephoning one of the participating libraries.

As well as Ready Reads, you can also take advantage of an extensive range of
e-books and e-audiobooks online resources through #LibrariesFromHome plus online
magazines and newspapers.  These can be accessed through our website.”
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Local Contacts:

Some useful services:

Defibrillator Coordinator Val Smout 657011
Jubilee Club Alwena Martin 652791
Jubilee Field K Kimber 679646
Llanyblodwel Parish Clerk Amy Jones 01691 829571

llanyblodwelpc@gmail.com
Llanyblodwel & Porth-y-Waen Village Hall Sec. Myfi Jones 828786
Oswestry Rural (incl. Trefonen) Parish Clerk Sharon Clayton 01952 884372

clerk@oswestryrural-pc.gov.uk
Pre-School: ring 07817 641528            or             Shropshire Council                     01743 254452
Trefonen Garden Club Barbara Court 655387
Trefonen Indoor Bowling Club Kath Barkley 653172
Trefonen School Cathy Dunleavy (Head Teacher) 652960
Trefonen Village Design Statement K Kimber 679646
Trefonen Village Hall bookings Val Smout 657011
Trefonen Village Hall Caretaker Clive & Kath Roberts 671360
Trefonen Village Shop & Post Office Hazel 671208
Trefonen Village website www.trefonen.org
WI - Llanyblodwel Tina Griffith 830823
WI - Trefonen Gill Buckeridge 653172

ELECTRICITY (Scottish Power) 0800 111999 CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU 0344 499 1100

SEVERN TRENT WATER 0800 783 4444 CHILDLINE 0800 1111

DWR CYMRU (Welsh Water) 0800 052 0130 SAMARITANS 0845 790 9090

NATIONAL RAIL ENQUIRIES 03457 484950 DRUGS & ALCOHOL HELPLINE 0800 776600

HOSPITALS: NATIONAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HELPLINE

   RJ & AH ORTHOPAEDIC 01691 404000 0808 2000 247

   ROYAL SHREWSBURY 01743 261000 WALES DOMESTIC ABUSE HELPLINE

   WREXHAM MAELOR 01978 291100 0808 801 0800

   PRINCES ROYAL TELFORD 01952 641222 VICTIM SUPPORT NATIONAL 0845 303 0900

WELSH BLOOD SERVICE 0800 252266 NATIONAL MISSING PERSONS HELPLINE

0500 700700

Mobile Library:
I’m assuming that the mobile library will begin visiting Trefonen (Barley Mow
car park) again once the current lockdown ends on Dec 2nd.  Extrapolating
from previous dates gives the following alternate Tuesdays, 9.05 - 9.40am.

3rd & 17th December; 7th & 21st January (but there’s a lot of guesswork here)

Deadline for copy for the magazine is the 10th of each month.
This is important!  It allows time for the Editor to compile the contents, followed by proof reading and
printing in time for publication on (usually) the last weekend of the previous month.  The online version will
usually be available to download approximately a week before the paper version is distributed.
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