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Border Group of Parishes
Llanyblodwel, Llanymynech, Morton & Trefonen
rector@border-parishes.org.uk
Llanymynech Rectory, Rectory Lane, Pant, SY10 9RA
01691 590025
Helen Parish

pccsectrefonen@border-parishes.org.uk
01691 670979

Pat Deakin trefonensafeguarding@border-parishes.org.uk
01691 656675
Peter Woollam

peter@woollam.net

01691 655753

Services in November:
Churches are exempt from the current ‘Rule of Six’, but social distancing rules still limit the
numbers we can fit into our church buildings. If you wish to attend any of the following
(including on 8th Nov when the Acts of Remembrance will take place inside the churches)
then pease book a seat with K Kimber (Trefonen - bobnkkimber@btinternet.com;

679646) or Pearl Morris (Llanyblodwel - pm.morris44@btinternet.com; 659905).
Face coverings must be worn, and no singing allowed - all services are said.

11.00am Llanyblodwel Holy Communion
5.30pm Trefonen
Patronal Holy Communion

)
)

2.00pm Sofa Club

9.30am Trefonen
Holy Communion with an Act of Remembrance
10.15am Llanyblodwel Short Service including an Act of Remembrance
As we went to press, other arrangements for Remembrance Sunday were awaiting final
decisions. There will not be a service of worship at the Trefonen War Memorial, but some
form of wreath-laying ceremony is likely. This may be by invitation only. Watch the village
website for updates. (There will be no public parade in Oswestry this year.)
11.00am Llanyblodwel Holy Communion
10.00am - 12.00 Trefonen
Private Prayer
2.00pm Sofa Club
9.30am Trefonen
Holy Communion
10.00am - 12.00 Llanyblodwel Private Prayer (by appointment)

10.30am Llanyblodwel
10.30am Trefonen
Parish Magazine Vol 30 No 9
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When you go home,

From the editor:
Welcome to the November magazine which, as usual, has Remembrance as its
focus. The poppy on the front cover acknowledges the sacrifices made by British
and allied forces during WW1 and later conflicts. See page 11 for information on
how the Royal British Legion would like us to mark Remembrance Sunday this year.
The World Wars might attract the greatest attention, but we should not overlook
others in, e.g., the Falkland Islands, Iran, Afghanistan and elsewhere. This magazine
is apolitical and so we choose this year to remember that there are always losses on
all sides. The other images on the cover feature war memorials from a number of
countries to remind us of this. May they serve as a reminder, if needed, that fighting
should always remain the very last resort in settling disputes, something that you
might think could well be remembered at many levels.

Part of my working life was spent in teaching and, early on, I found myself at a large
school where upwards of 50 teachers would congregate in the staff room at break
times. There was much joviality – an antidote to the trials of taking lessons with
classes of adolescent boys - but I recall one man, who had a head full of completely
white hair, who generally sat quietly in one corner. When we learned that he was
to retire at the end of the year, I asked some colleagues about him.
He had been a rear gunner in a Lancaster bomber during WW2. German fighter
aircraft generally attacked from the rear and those who occupied this role were said
by some to be members of the No.7 club – they survived for an average of fewer
than seven sorties. This man flew over 20; some flew many more. My thoughts turn
to him every year as Remembrance Sunday approaches. I cannot imagine what
must have been going through his mind as he embarked on his 7th mission, then his
8th, and the 9th ……….

Why are they selling poppies, Mummy; selling poppies in town today?
The poppies, child, are flowers of love for the men who marched away.
But why have they chosen a poppy, Mummy? Why not a beautiful rose?
Because, my child, men fought and died in the fields where the poppies grow.
But why are the poppies so red, Mummy, why are the poppies so red?
Red is the colour of blood, my child; the blood that our soldiers shed.
The heart of the poppy is black, Mummy. Why does it have to be black?
Black, my child, is the symbol of grief for the men who never came back.
But why, Mummy are you crying so? Your tears are giving you pain.
My tears are my fears for you my child, for the world is forgetting again.
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning, we will remember them.
Parish Magazine Vol 30 No 9

4

Tell them of us and say,

PEST PROBLEM?

S. Owen & Sons

Solve it with …

YOUR LOCAL HEATING OIL,
COAL MERCHANTS &
Propane & Butane
BOTTLED GAS SUPPLIERS

Shropshire Mole and Pest Control
Fast response.
Domestic, agricultural and
commercial.

“Prompt &
Personal Service
at Competitive Prices!!”

Local, professional and affordable!
Wasps

Bees

Hornets

Rats

Mice

Rabbits

Squirrels

Ants

www.sowenandsons.co.uk

Cluster Flies

Telephone:
Llanymynech 01691 830315 or
01691 830163

Mole Control Expert

Parish Magazine Vol 30 No 9
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mobile 07976 817859
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Brook House Residential Home
Woodhill, Morda, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY10 9AS

Are you looking for a warm, friendly & helpful home in a beautiful setting?
Whether you need a long stay, respite or day care,
please telephone for a brochure or come and visit us.
Mrs K. Cosens, Proprietor
Kate Ford/Sali Nixon, Joint Managers
Tel: 01691 654167
Parish Magazine Vol 30 No 9
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We gave our today.

LOCKDOWN CHRISTMAS?
SO - people of Trefonen, here we are
fast approaching Christmas 2020, and
what a year it has been for everyone.
Who knew in March, when the
nation went into Lockdown, that we
would still be battling the virus now?
It has been harder for some more
than others, but it has been great that everyone in the
village has been supporting everyone else - self-distanced
cups of tea in gardens, a few words over the fence or
shouted over the road, lots of walking families, exchanging
news as they pass at a distance and more!
We have developed new interests, found different ways of keeping in touch and
‘seeing’ people via Zoom, Facetime etc. Sometimes this has been a real challenge for
those of us who have had to learn new ways of finding our way around social
media!! My first experiences on Zoom were very frustrating as it seemed this
supposedly simple means of communication seemed determined to defy me despite encouraging comments and help from everyone, I invariably turned up just
in time to say Goodbye!!!! (Sigh!!)
Thinking ahead, I am sure you all remember we started out with such enthusiasm to
record
Well, with Christmas in view, I wondered
whether we could rediscover that enthusiasm by making a few videos and taking
photos as we prepare and get ready for the festive season. How we do our
shopping, what preparations we are making, perhaps recording a few family Xmas
songs, unwrapping presents, cooking our big meal etc? In fact, there could even be
a virtual fancy dress competition!! We could then have a section in our Hillwalk
exhibition on our Lockdown Christmas which we could all share. The fancy dress
could become part of that (photos only of course!). Keep the photos etc. or post
them on our Lockdown Website….
It will be a different sort of festive season, with some families and friends just not
being able to meet up but, hey, let’s determine to make it a successful and happy
time whatever!
If we can’t have our normal Hillwalk next year, then we shall save all our memories
until we can!

Parish Magazine Vol 30 No 9
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(Epitaph on the war memorial at Kohima, India)

Oswestry Food Bank:
This is what we saw in church on harvest Sunday: many boxes,
bags and baskets of food, toiletries and household goods. They
are being taken to the Oswestry Food Bank. Last month Peter
published a list of the items they need. You can still see last
month’s publication on the church page of the website:
www.trefonen.org.

Hazel in our Village Store has a basket in the shop into which you can place goods
you wish to donate. You can, if you wish, offer money which is either used to buy
more goods or passed straight on to the Food Bank. Each week Pam Johnson (bless
her) takes the donations into Oswestry. Donating in this way has the additional
advantage of helping to support the Village Shop as well as the Food Bank.

K Kimber

01691 679646

bobnkkimber@btinternet.com

Trefonen WI:
Keeping in touch has certainly changed in 2020. We had hoped to meet ‘in real life’
in October but the rules changed and so we took to Zoom!
Our first session was a trial with the
technology and a chance to chat.
We made plans for ‘I’m doing this
who’d like to join me?’ groups of
up to six getting together for walks,
crafts or coffee while we still can.
Our meeting in November is going
to be via Zoom on Wednesday 4th
at 7.30pm. We are looking forward
to a talk by Alison Utting on
Eglantyne Webb, the Ellesmere
woman who founded the charity
Save the Children. Following that
we’ll have a chance to chat, although we’re struggling with sharing coffee and cake!
If anyone would like to join us for the meeting, then please get in touch so that I can
email you the details. It may seem like a strange time to join WI but we’re a friendly
community group and would love to meet you. Please contact Victoria on 07773
364982 or v.gemmell@hotmail.co.uk
Parish Magazine Vol 30 No 9
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Barley Mow Inn

Offa’s Dyke Brewery, Trefonen, Oswestry

Open Fire,
Pool table, Darts,
Live Sports,
Dog friendly.

Function room (seats 50)
for hire.
Meals: Tues - Fri: 5.00 - 9.00pm;
Sat: 12.00 - 3.00, 5.00 - 9.00pm;
Farmer’s Sunday Carvery served 12.00 - 3.00pm;
Offa’s Dyke Brewery:

Our brewery uniquely straddles the Offa’s Dyke
which is the ancient border dividing England and Wales. For a fresher, smoother
taste we crush locally sourced malted barley in the ‘old’ Wales, before passing
through to the mash tun and copper boil in England, returning to Wales for
fermenting and conditioning, finally casked back in England. Real Ale brewed
with Real Passion.
Barley Mow Inn & Offa’s Dyke Brewery,
Chapel Lane, Trefonen, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY10 9DX.
www.offasdykebrewery.com

Parish Magazine Vol 30 No 9
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BRIDGE PLUMBING

e-mail: bridgeplumbing0001@gmail.com

OZLOO’S
SPECIALISTS IN PORTABLE
TOILET HIRE
01691 772904
WWW.OZLOOS.CO.UK
ozloos@btinternet.com

Parish Magazine Vol 30 No 9
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Bryn Offa CE Primary School:
The last time I wrote for this newsletter we had only just come back to school and
were wrestling with the idiosyncrasies of the testing system and getting children
back into school as quickly as possible. We still have parents being asked to drive for
a long distance to get the tests, but thankfully the results have been coming back
quickly so any children with symptoms have only missed a couple of days of school.
Had it not been for the Covid restrictions, we would
normally start this term with a residential visit to Arthog
and then a bit later another residential at Condover.
Our philosophy at Bryn Offa is to make sure the
children are safe, but to continue to make their
education as rich and varied as it always is here. Last
week we took thirty eight of our children climbing and
caving at Llanymynech Rock with the instructors from
Arthog Outreach and this week another forty five
children canoeing and learning bushcraft at Pool Quay.
As the outdoors is generally safer than inside, we continue to use out outdoor space
as much as possible. Next week our Class 2 will be going to the heritage area to do
some orienteering, some science investigations and also some sketching.
Music has always featured strongly at Bryn Offa and we
have been delighted to be able to restart some of the music
lessons at school. Our guitar teacher has been able to
restart lessons with his students, just in different groups and
in a bigger room. Recorder lessons involve much more
saliva so won’t resume until the restrictions are lifted.
There are of course lots of things we would normally be
doing at this time of the year that we are not able to. We
have pushed swimming back a term and all the sports
competitions against other schools have had to be postponed. Other things like
parent’s evening and school plays are all possible, but with the use of technology to
keep everyone safe.
The only thing that will interrupt the great
education we provide for the children will be
local or national restrictions that place a limit
on the children we can take. If everyone in
the community does their bit to stop the
spread of Covid-19 we can hopefully provide
an unbroken education for the children.

Parish Magazine Vol 30 No 9
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From our Llanyblodwel correspondent:
We held our harvest service and gift day. Our harvest service this year was very
different, no hymns. Linda played some harvest hymns we could listen and sing to
ourselves, we enjoyed the service and the music, Thank you Linda.
Also thank you all who donated food for the food bank and everyone for their
donation for our gift day. It is very much appreciated by the church as we cannot
have any fund raising events due to the Covid restrictions.

Tier 1 rules prohibit meeting in groups of more
than six people, and so Llanyblodwel’s Café
Blodwel and Trefonen’s Community Café
remain suspended until further notice.

Shine a light …
Recent funerals have been very different from the norm, with numbers attending
much reduced and members of the wider community unable to attend. The annual
service to remember friends and neighbours therefore takes on greater significance.
The Feast of All Saints falls on Sunday 1st Nov and so services at all four
churches will see all those who have passed away during the year
being remembered - see page 1 for details. Candles will be lit and a
Candle of Remembrance card provided to all who have experienced
bereavement. If you would like loved one(s) to be remembered, please
let Revd Kathy know (kathsoutherton@hotmail.com or 07944 504330).

At the going down of the sun ….
In addition to the Remembrance
Sunday services listed on page 1,
we will be joining in the national
move to cover the nation’s
windows in poppies (rather like the
rainbows for the NHS) as a symbol
of recognition of those who serve
and have served in our Armed
Forces and of hope for the future.
Please bear in mind that the usual Royal British Legion
Poppy Appeal is likely to be compromised this year - you
might like to consider giving to this cause in a different
way to the usual.
You can donate and download this picture to colour in at:
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/ways-to-give/donate?seg=XPBPPC
Parish Magazine Vol 30 No 9
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North Shropshire Heating
& General Plumbing

www.supportmycomputer.co.uk

Covering all of North Shropshire
& Welsh Border Counties
Specialists in oil fired heating systems.
All aspects of plumbing work undertaken.
.95

Jim Parkes
Tel: 01978 722598
Mob: 079290 16814

JONES’ OIL BOILER SERVICE
Specializing in
Service, Repairs, Breakdowns.
OFTEC QUALIFIED ENGINEER
All work fully insured
Competitive rates
Call now for friendly, local and prompt service

Stuart
01691 682480
07940 757503
Parish Magazine Vol 30 No 9
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Trefonen School:
Returning to school has proved exciting, challenging and
at times very hard work. As we enter the seventh week of
the Autumn Term we pray that nearly 150 happy and
excited children who have adapted well to the "New
Normal" continue safely.
All staff are kept very busy ensuring everyone keeps to their class bubbles, whether
it's in the classrooms or playground, and ensuring hands are washed on a regular
basis with the aim to keep Trefonen School Safe.
The school heard early in September that Shropshire Council were looking at
reducing speeds limits around schools to 20mph, together with further ways to
reduce speeds. The children, led firstly by Hawks Class then Puffins, wrote over 50
letters addressed to Councillor Davenport, who leads on Highways, asking that
Trefonen School be considered to be one of the first schools, with the speed
restrictions in School Lane. Copies of these letters also went to Oswestry Rural Parish
Council, who gave their unanimous support to this proposal, together with
Councillor Joyce Barrow. Shropshire Council have now adopted the proposals for
20mph speed restrictions at most schools and we await the next stage.
With the winter approaching and possible inclement weather, The Village Hall has
been really supportive of the school in offering the space if required for the Children
to continue with PE inside when, normally, bad weather would put a stop to this
activity.
The school now has a new Lunch provider and many of the Children and staff have
complimented on the quality of lunches now being provided.
Many things are already happening with the children, such as the annual
Sponsored walk/Laps for Laptops, obviously done in a different way complying with
the Covid rules. Year 6 will, in early November, be doing Bike Ability. Later this
month there will be Class Poetry recitals and Class based Harvest Celebrations,
hopefully we can publish next month some of the children's poetry and their
experiences of the Harvest celebrations.
Wrens Class have been writing their own books on "Our Journey Home". It is based
on endangered animals travelling in a boat to find a better world where they meet a
Dodo! Pupils chose an endangered animal and described why their habitat is being
destroyed.
Here are a few examples of what the children have written:
- An hour later, they met a bat. “I have nothing to eat. Farmers are spraying
pesticide all over my yummy food!” “Would you like to join me in my boat?” Polar
Bear asked. “Yes please,” he replied. The starving bat flew in and off they sailed
together.
- Polar Bear’s ice was melting so he went for a swim. He found a boat and
hopped in. Off he sailed to find other animals to help.
Parish Magazine Vol 30 No 9
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- Soon after, Polar Bear came across an elegant grey elephant hiding behind a
big rock. “What are you doing hiding behind a rock?” “People are stealing our
delicate tusks because they are worth money,” whispered the elephant. “Why don’t
you come with me?” asked Polar Bear. “Yes, I will,” said the elephant. Off they sailed
together.
- Before long, he met a green turtle. “What’s the matter?” he asked. “All the
plastic pollution is making my friends die,” green turtle said. “You can come with
me,” replied Polar Bear. Turtle hopped in the boat and off they sailed looking at the
clouds above.
- After a while, Polar Bear sailed past a muddy river bank. There wasn’t many
trees. He heard a noise. “What was that?” He looked up and there was a sad black
bear. “People are cutting down my trees and hunting me for my fur,” shouted the
black bear. “Would you like to hop in my boat?”said Polar Bear. “Yes please. Can
we sail far away from here?” black bear asked. They watched the forest burn as they
sailed away together.
- Soon he arrived in the jungle. It was slowly being turned into a city. A
panda was sitting on the side of a wall. “Can I come with you in your boat?” he
asked. “Yes of course you can,” replicated Polar Bear and they sailed off together.
- An hour later, Polar came upon a village. Polar Bear heard a noise. “Over here,
behind the logs!”shouted an armadillo. “My home has been destroyed. People are
making our burrows collapse.” “Do you want to come with me?” asked Polar Bear.
“Yes please, “ replied the armadillo and off they sailed together. After a while, Polar
Bear found a dam. “Well I can’t sail any further,” moaned the bear. “Who was that?”
Polar Bear looked closer. “Aaaa!” “ I’m Harry. I am a poison dart frog. Can you help
me?” frog asked. “Yes but what with?” Bear asked. “I am stuck between these dams “
replied frog. Scratch, scratch, scratch, scratch...... “Almost done!”shouted Polar Bear.
The frog was free.
- “Do you like my patterns?” asked the frog. “Yes I do. Would you like to
come with me in my boat?” “ Yes please.” Off they sailed together.
- Soon after, Polar Bear sailed through a forest. People were cutting down
trees. He found a lonely sad gorilla sitting by a tree being chopped down. “Noooo”
shouted Polar Bear. The person saw the sad gorilla and stopped. “Quickly hop in
my boat“, said Polar Bear. We will find a new home together.” Off they sailed.
It will be half term soon, 24th October to the 2nd November, and I suspect all the
Staff be looking forward to that and, God willing, we will arrive there safely and be
ready to go again leading up to the Christmas break. That will no doubt be
somewhat different to anything we have had before. Also, after half term normally
come the parent consultations where parent/carers get the opportunity to talk to
the Teachers about how their children have done so far. There will be consultations,
but this year it's being done remotely by telephone, a new experience for everyone.

Parish Magazine Vol 30 No 9
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Monday 26th – Friday 30th October
Autumn Half Term
Monday 2nd November
PD Day
Tuesday 3rd November
Remote Pupil Progress Meetings Week 1, Yr6 Bikeability
Wednesday 4th November Yr6 Bikeability
Thursday 5th November
Yr6 Bikeability
Monday 9th November
Start of Remembrance Week, Remote Pupil Progress
Meetings Week 2
Wednesday 11th November 1 minute silence – 11am
Monday 16th November
SEND Review Meetings
Friday 20th November
Spotty Day for Children in Need
Monday 23rd November
Friendship Week
Thursday 26th November
Creative Prayer and Spirituality Day
Friday 18th December
End of Autumn Term
Monday 21st –Thursday 31st
December Christmas Holiday

Quiz:
The answers to each of the following can be found somewhere in the pages of this issue.
1. Which parts of the Offa’s Dyke brewing process take place in Wales?
2. Is your computer running slow? Who ya gonna call?
3. What will the future speed limit be in School Lane?
4. What kind of frog did Polar Bear rescue?
5. When did friendly Welsh village team football matches recommence?
6. What did Bill have to say to make the horse stop?
7. How old is Bryn Tanat Hall?
8. Name one of the things suggested we could do to connect with those who live alone.
9. Where did J Seebee go for an expert opinion?
10.Who must you contact to request a place if you want to attend a service at All Saints?
11.What September-sown plant does Reader’s Digest suggest that you cover in November?
12.Who is Dean of Lichfield Cathedral?
13.What are the Saturday opening hours of Trefonen village shop?
14.When did Nantmawr quarry finally close?
15.On which November dates will the Mobile Library visit Trefonen?
16.Where are children from a local school going to learn canoeing and bushcraft?
17.What are we all being encouraged to place in our windows this November?
18.What kind of wallpaper can you buy at Morgans?
19.Where is the bombed out building shown on the front cover?
20.Who is the proprietor of Tanat Valley Firewood?

Parish Magazine Vol 30 No 9
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Sofa Club (dementia activities):
At the time of writing, we are still able to continue with our new
‘normal’ meetings, i.e. groups of below six meeting in small clusters
for a joint service or activity. These may be subject to change if
restrictions change, but we will endeavour to keep meeting if we possibly can. The
pandemic has severely affected those living with dementia and those living on their
own, and continued contact is essential for them. November’s plans:
Thurs 5th: Short Remembrance service in people’s homes/gardens
/garages;
Thurs 19th: ‘Scattered cushion conversations’, again in people’s
homes/garages.
For further information contact Revd Kathy.

Toys and Travelling Nativities:
Sunday 29th Nov, Advent Sunday, will see a 10.30am service in all
four Benefice churches on the same theme and using the same
liturgy. We intend to make it our ‘Toys & Toiletries’ gift day; this
should allow time for them to be distributed in time for Christmas.
This would also normally be the day
when our rounds of travelling nativities
would begin. This won’t be possible this
year so, instead, we will have small travel bags containing a
‘make your own nativity’ kit. Please contact Ann Fitchett
(656805) or Revd. Kathy (07944 50330) to order yours.

Smile!
Bill saw an advertisement for a Christian horse, so he went to take a look. The
horse’s owner said: “It’s easy to ride him. Just say ‘Praise the Lord!’ to make him go
and ‘Amen!’ to make him stop.”
Bill got on the horse and said, “Praise the Lord!” Sure enough, the horse started to
walk. “Praise the Lord!” he said again, and the horse began to trot. “Praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord!” he yelled, and the horse broke
into a gallop. Bill was enjoying his ride so much
that he almost didn’t notice the cliff that he and
the horse were running towards. Bill shouted
“AMEN!” at the top of his voice, and the horse
stopped right at the edge.
Relieved, Bill said, “Phew! Praise the Lord!
Qu. What do racehorses eat?
Ans. Fast food!
Parish Magazine Vol 30 No 9
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From the Rectory:
My dear friends,
In the last few months, I have tried to spend an hour or so having a
good sort out at the Rectory. Sadly, due to circumstances in and
around my arrival into the Benefice, boxes remained unopened,
things were hurriedly sorted. But now, having been lived in, I have
made some more practical adjustments. In my sorting, many things
have brought back precious memories – photographs, knick-knacks,
items of clothing and more and it has made me think about the
preciousness of memories.
Memories are evoked in all kinds of situations and settings, for all
kinds of reasons and by all kinds of things. On the radio today
people were sharing pieces of classical music and why they were
important to them, and without exception they were important
because of those precious memories.
They evoke all kinds of emotions and feelings: sadness, joy, regret,
celebration, sometimes loneliness or comfort and reassurance, but
whatever the feelings, all of us would acknowledge the need and
the blessings of memories.
Why is that memories are such precious things that our lives would be the poorer
without? Because they connect us. Connect us with people that for one reason or
another have made an impact on us, are important to and we share things with.
Connecting with people is without doubt what feeds us and makes our lives the
richer, and is the thing that we have missed and still miss immensely during these
days. Connections and connectedness is what gives our lives purpose and worth,
and it is that connectedness that make memories so precious.
Staying connected is important to us all, keeps the past alive, makes
the present richer and gives hope for the future. So, as we head
into the winter, that connectedness will have to be worked harder
for in order to maintain. I hope we will commit to doing just that
for not just family and friend, but also neighbours and more.
The month of November evokes memories of the past as we remember the saints,
both those well-known and those known only to us. It is also a month when we
pause to remember those who gave their lives for us, and still do, in war and conflict.
It is a month when we connect to an event of the past, in bonfire. But let it also be a
month when we create memories, memories of being cared for and about, as we
strive to keep in touch, make new connections and more.
Let memories be made, cherished and relived.
Til next time, stay safe and well
Yours in Christ

Parish Magazine Vol 30 No 9
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Is he/she lonesome tonight?
As we head into the winter and start to close our doors, the effects of the Rule of Six
will begin to bite and hit those who live alone the hardest. We need to be mindful
of that, and of those living alone from our church communities and in our local
community at large. It would be good if we could make a concerted effort to keep
connected with those who live alone, particularly those who are mature in years.
1.
2.
3.
4.

We could commit to ringing them once a week;
We could knock on the door and ask after them;
We could drop a card through the letterbox to say ‘I am
thinking about you’ (some cards available in the churches);
We could drop around a prayer square (see Revd Kathy for
the pattern).

Let us commit to looking out for
each other, particularly the most
vulnerable. We will get through
this together.

From the Registers:
Trefonen
Violet Mary Bailey

22nd September 2020

Llanymynech
Peter John Wellings
Joyce Jones

17th September 2020
1st October 2020

Prayer Chain
If you would like prayer for an immediate need, e.g. an emergency
situation, you can ring one of the people below. Your message will
be passed to each person in the chain (who is available at the time)
and we will pray for your need in complete confidence.
Rev. Kathy Trimby
Betty Steele
Dick Mathias
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Jill Ferguson
Linda Gladman
Chris Kirk

656456
671363
688595
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The Big Dig!
One of my favourite television series is 'The Detectorists',
a gentle tale of two friends who comb the fields of
Danebury searching for that elusive hoard of Dane
gold. It was with this in mind (without a metal detector)
that I faced the rather daunting task of moving a large area of soil, stone and overgrown shrubbery - I might find my own treasure!
I live in an old cottage, probably originally three, very basic dwellings constructed in
the 1700s. Cottage dwellers used to dump or bury their rubbish on their own land
and, before banks, people would bury their money and valuables for safety. Who
knows what I might find?
I found a lot of large, HEAVY stones!!! Maybe the remains of an old pigsty, but
enough in fact to build a small retaining wall. I also found the remnants of an old
Victorian cast iron range, sadly too far gone to be rescued and rejuvenated. There
were plenty of animal bones, masses of slate tile remains and pieces of crockery brown, willow patterned, cream and sludgy green to name but a few of the myriad
of designs which would have told their own story had I the knowledge to
understand and date them.
After three days of digging I was beginning to think that
the term 'rubbish dump' was very appropriate, but then I
got lucky. My finds were still, technically, rubbish, to
those who deliberately threw them away, but I found
these artefacts interesting, as they opened a window into
another era.
The first of these finds was the bottle, almost perfect, with
the words 'Frank Jackson, Castle Hotel, Oswestry. Castle
Hotel was on the corner of Prince Street previously run by
a Mr John Jacks. Frank Jackson was married to Leah
Martha Catherine Jackson who continued to run the
establishment when Frank died in 1913.
The next find that piqued
my interest was the clay
pipe top with its beautiful
design of a bird and a
compass. A little research
online suggested that as it
had a small hole in the base
it was Victorian, and the
style of decoration with ribs,
animals and symbols put it
between 1830 to 1860.
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I got excited over the next discovery as I wondered if it was a
stone musket ball. Investigation revealed that musket balls
were made of metal and this was more likely to be a marble,
or if it was ceramic, as a plug for early bottles of pop to keep
the fizz in.
A distorted blue glass bead appeared
next, but my favourite find came
towards the end of the dig, which was
just as well, as the novelty of hunting
for treasure was wearing thin … I ached!
It might not look very attractive, but this
two-pronged fork has been around
since the late 16th, early 17th century,
approximately 1600. I can write this
with conviction because I took it to the Shrewsbury Museum
for an expert opinion as I was intrigued by its design and
bone or ivory shaft. Apparently, table forks were not used in
Europe until the very end of the medieval period. Two
pronged forks became fashionable in Italy in the 16th
century with the upper classes, and their use spread to other
European countries.
I now have a space to erect a shed, a huge pile of earth to disperse in the garden
(groan), a bag full of ceramic bits for when I feel 'creative' (as if), a tiny bit more
historical knowledge and my first ever serious bicep muscles!

Trefonen FC:
Since the previous edition went to print, I am delighted to share with you some
good news. The Football Association of Wales (FAW), following guidance from the
Welsh Government, have been able to announce the latest phase in their
, which details the structure and process to allow clubs affiliated
to the FAW to play Football.
Under Phase 3 of the 4 Phase Protocol, clubs within Wales will be allowed to play
friendly fixtures from Monday 19th October, although the range of potential
opponents will be limited to other clubs within the Montgomeryshire Football
League. Domestic football in Wales will remain in the friendly stage for a minimum
period of three weeks.
Unfortunately, the FAW are yet to announce any date for a league start, or a league
structure. Due to the lost months, it remains unclear whether a normal league
process could take place.
As always, any updates will be posted on the clubs Facebook and Twitter accounts.

Parish Magazine Vol 30 No 9

24

Tell them of us and say,

Chimney Sweep

01691 860616
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Nic Evans - Landscape Gardener
(Est. 1981)

www.nicevanslandscaping.co.uk
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Trefonen Garden Club:
The Trefonen Gardening Club is still paused, hoping for a meeting in January to start
the year. A date that once seemed far away is now too close to call. Hopefully we
shall be back as soon as we can - keep looking at the web page. But we still have
our gardens.
By now every lawn will have been mown and most of the leaves will have been
cleared away. All those gardening projects will have been completed or deferred
until the spring. Alarming then to pick one of those rarely read gardening books on
the shelf called “The Gardening Year”. The 1974 edition not only lists what to do
month by month, but how to do every one in incredible detail. As October passed,
this Reader’s Digest publication had 64 very full pages of what to do, contrasting
with Monty Don’s handful of “jobs for the weekend” many see each Friday.
November thankfully, many might say, is not such a busy month according to the
Reader’s Digest, just over half the activity expected for November with a mere 33
pages of tasks. It goes way beyond clearing beds, splitting plants, saving seeds and
diligently putting that mower away in a state you would expect it to be in by the
time it was needed again next spring, although some of us might put the mower in
the queue for servicing.
You’d be expected to double dig where you plan to put the next year’s sweet peas,
cover your September sown parsley (you mean you didn’t?!), continue planting
those heathers, clean your greenhouse, and of course deal with those summer
Raspberries, working out which ones to cut and which to leave. The publishers
would expect you to relate to at least 39 types of alpines that need attention, and
then on the next page it has even more, 87 in total.
Of course, those were the days we reacted to gardening books and those Sunday
Times and Reader’s Digest guides on how to look after your house and mend the
car, useful drawings that made everything look so simple, but took all day and it still
wasn’t quite right. But at least the Gardening Year is thorough. True, you can find
out what to do through Google and what it knows and through those endless
how-to-do-it videos, but a good gardening book deserves a place on the shelf and in
your deliberations.
December’s Gardening Year has just 17 pages, but beware, those sweet peas still
need attention.
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LLOYD’S ANIMAL FEEDS
Agricultural Feed Specialists
Lloyds Animal Feeds is the leading independent animal food
producer in the country.
The Company philosophy is to provide customers with the
exact specification feed they need to maximise their
profitability in the market place.
Head office:
Morton, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY10 8BH, United Kingdom
01691 830741
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Lights Out Trefonen:
When asked to write a piece for the November parish magazine with the topic of
Remembrance, it was suggested that, as I had recently completed a book about those
killed in WW1 and whose names were on the Trefonen War Memorial, I could maybe
write about one of those people. Sadly, of course, I had thirty-one different names to
choose from, but I thought, given the current circumstances relating to the Covid-19
pandemic, that this person’s story would be the most appropriate.
It’s hard to imagine that, only eight months ago, we were all going about our day to
day business, working, planning for holidays, or birthdays or weddings or, in my case,
planning for retirement and travel. I don’t think there are many amongst us who
would have foreseen the situation in the world as it is today. The Covid-19 pandemic
has changed our lives beyond all expectations and, sadly, some of us have lost loved
ones to this deadly virus. We owe a huge debt to those key workers and to those
medical staff who have been on the front line in the fight against this pandemic.
During WW1, the medical profession also had a vital role to play caring for those whose
lives had been so terribly impacted upon by the war. But as that war drew to a close
another unforeseen situation was about to wreak havoc in a world already decimated
by conflict. Lasting from February 1918 to April 1920, the Spanish Flu was an unusually
deadly influenza pandemic. It infected 500 million people – about a third of the world's
population at the time – in four successive waves. The death toll is typically estimated
to have been somewhere between 20 million and 50 million, and possibly as high as
100 million, making it one of the deadliest pandemics in human history. Let us pray
that this current pandemic does not replicate such a loss.
The person I chose to write about, and
whose name appears on our war memorial,
is Nurse Gladys Corfield Hughes. Nurse
Hughes was born on the 11th June 1889.
She was one of twelve children born to Mr
& Mrs Tom Hughes of Cambrian House,
Nantmawr. Her father was a local farmer
and dealer who also ran the Sunday School
for many years. She was educated at Grove
Park Boarding School, Wrexham and began
her three years nurse training on the 2nd
May 1912 at Mill Rd Infirmary, Liverpool. In
June of 1915 she applied to join the Queen
Alexandra's Imperial Military Service and
was sent to serve in Northern France, just
behind the frontlines at the Military Hospitals in Rouen. She nursed the injured soldiers
during the last part of 1915 through 1916 and into 1917 before returning to work in
Woolwich Military Hospital, London during 1918.
Sadly, with the end of the war in sight and the signing of the armistice just days away,
she caught influenza (Spanish Flu) and died on the 6th November 1918. Her body was
taken by train from Paddington to Gobowen. Her coffin was draped with a Union Jack
and conveyed on a gun carriage to Nantmawr, accompanied by a firing party and
buglers from Park Hall Camp. She was buried with full military honours in Nantmawr
Chapel graveyard just a few yards from her family home on Armistice Day 1918.
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During the First and Second World Wars over 1,700 nurses gave their lives in the
service of their country, and it wasn’t until 2018 that this was properly recognised with
the installation of a National Nursing Memorial sited at the National Memorial
Arboretum at Alrewas, Staffordshire. "Lights Out Trefonen" are very proud to have
sponsored Gladys’s name which has been included on the memorial.
Over the last eight months, many other nurses and medical staff have given their lives
in the fight against this new virus. We can but thank them, mourn their loss and, most
Importantly, remember their sacrifice.

To help commemorate the recent centenary
of WW1, Lights Out Trefonen, in partnership
with the local P3 Group along with support
from the Heritage Lottery (Then and Now)
Fund, have created four Centenary Footpath
Trails in Trefonen, Treflach and Nantmawr
that use existing footpaths and roads to take
walkers past the houses where the thirty
one people lived at some stage of their lives
before going off to war and paying the
ultimate sacrifice.
Nurse Gladys Corfield Hughes’s plaque can be seen in Nantmawr Chapel graveyard
and close to her Commonwealth War Grave.
Maps are available for the walks from Trefonen Shop and Oswestry Library and TIC.
A book about WW1 and its impact on Trefonen, Treflach and Nantmawr is available for
a £5 donation from Chris Woods, Ferndale Cottage, Trefonen. Tel 01691 654378 or
email lightsouttrefonen@gmail.com.
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Trust?

Dear Friends,
The issue of trust features prominently in our concerns just now. Social media spreads
news at lightning speed alongside every kind of comment, conspiracy theory and
subjective opinion. We all know the press is biased and we buy newspapers and
journals that confirm our prejudices and opinions. The BBC has been a favourite target
of criticism from conservative quarters for its alleged failures in impartiality. Although
not all stories have two sides. Climate change is undeniable for example. To give airtime to its deniers is to indulge fantasy. Of course, it’s possible for us all to live in sealed
rooms of our own devising but the problem about life is that sooner or later our private
worlds are challenged or questioned by other people and events themselves.
It’s been a tough week for the Church of England as we have received the report of the
Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse. It makes grim reading. Although
safeguarding has been a major concern for many years, getting the whole Church to
be able to take coherent and united action and to have the processes, procedures and
training in place has been a struggle. It has taken too long to address the hurts of
survivors, and the protection of the Church’s own reputation and personnel has got in
the way of justice and reparation.
The Archbishop of Canterbury has expressed our sorrow and penitence. Of course, in
reaction, there’s been a flurry of comment. Some say words are cheap and so is
institutional remorse: kindly get on with giving the survivors some redress and
compensation. Get your act together and don’t let it ever happen again. The British
Secular Society has called for the dis-establishment of the Church of England and
denounced this “toxic, minority religion”. It should have no part in public life, the
secularists demand.
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Justin Welby, the Archbishop of Canterbury, called the abuse scandal a profound stain,
overshadowing and questioning the integrity of everything we do. In short, the trust
we need to establish in order to minister effectively to people and communities has
been compromised, if not, with some, altogether lost. For a Church that has as its
primary task the care of every community in England, losing trust and public confidence
is a grievous, self-inflicted wound. How to recover?
First, I suggest, to acknowledge the raw facts of what has happened. Scandals are
shocking and disruptive, and, like explosions, they create an epicentre of destruction
and outer circles of injury, distress and nervousness. The consequences can be very far
reaching and do not resolve quickly. My former Bishop in the Oxford Diocese reckoned
it took a parish twenty-five years to recover from a scandal that involved any of the
three usual candidates – sex, money or misuse of power. Yet, there can be no healing,
no reconciliation without truth: the open acknowledgement that these things have
happened, that there has been deep hurt and pain, that people have sinned grievously,
that trust has been betrayed.
Secondly, recognition that the Church has to contain safely people who have been
abused and the abusers themselves. Appropriate pastoral care has to be given to
survivors who need assurance and protection from the people and systems that have
caused them distress. Every care has to be given to people trying to rebuild their lives
and recover from trauma. Only victims have the moral authority to forgive wrongs
done to them. No one can be hurried. Equally the Church has to look after
perpetrators. Many of them will have served a judicial sentence. All will have seriously
damaged their own lives and that of their families. There are deep matters of shame
and penitence to address. All sinners have a place in a Church which is a collection of
sinning, fallible people, but that place must be negotiated, supervised and clear limits
and accountability have to be put in place to uphold survivor’s rights and the
protection of the perpetrators themselves.
Thirdly, the matter of safeguarding has to be acknowledged as a responsibility for the
whole community. We have to be mindful of situations, places and behaviours that
pose risk, and to that end every church and cathedral has safeguarding policies,
procedures and access to training. All these measures help to ensure we keep children,
young people and vulnerable adults safe. In this way we try and keep the trust of our
communities and painstakingly re-establish the trust of those who have grounds for
suspicion and deep cynicism about our integrity.
Of course none of this can happen if we do not value what it means to trust. Human
life is very problematic without it. We’d never go on a journey if we didn’t trust the
competence of the people driving the bus, train, ship or plane. We couldn’t exist
economically if we lost trust in the Banks’ ability to transfer and look after our money.
Without trust we’d be ever more anxious and prone to control-freakery than we already
are. Distrustful people have a wonderful knack of creating the conditions in which
things really do turn out badly because they create the conditions for people to behave
badly – incapable of trust they produce suspicion and anxiety and make it hard for
others to perform well. Worse still, when inconvenient news or facts that contradict our
settled opinions get rubbished as “fake news” and everything is seen as a world-wide
conspiracy to upset our way of life, we live in the grip of paranoid delusion. (Old joke –
“I might be paranoid, but that doesn’t mean they are not out to get me”).

Parish Magazine Vol 30 No 9

33

When you go home,

The crisis of trust both in the Church and the world might only be resolved, after due
penitence, reparation and new ways of life by practising what the American ethicist,
Stanley Hauerwas, called “public virtues”. Although we’re all subject to quality audits
these days, the difference between being an average human being and a decent one is
where our heart is. The professions we depend on: medicine, law, teaching,
engineering, accountancy and architecture have standards and ways of affirming what
is good, excellent and of good report. These professions have authority because what
they do is inherently trustworthy. People who are at the top of their game in any walk
of life, humble or exalted, aren’t always doing an internal audit of what is passable, they
have a deep sense of purposeful excellence: what is the best for the people they serve
and the public affected by their decisions and their work.
It's this deep, acquired and practised sense of purpose that gives people authority.
Jesus did not simply say he was authority. He acquired trustworthiness because he
healed the sick, revealed a new law of love and taught the crowds with a wisdom that
struck a beautiful chord – that’s what gave him authority, the ability to enlarge and
enliven people’s sense of their worth and value.
As a church reeling from failure and scandal, we can only humbly hope to be more
faithful to Christ’s own pattern of love and healing and to pledge ourselves to
rebuilding trust, however difficult and lengthy that will be.
With my love, prayers and blessing.
Adrian.

If you, or anyone you are in contact with, have been affected by the publication of
the report and want to talk to someone independently, please contact Victim Support
(commissioned by the Church of England, the Catholic Church of England and Wales
and the Church in Wales): www.safespacesenglandandwales.org.uk/
email: safespaces@victimsupport.org.uk or call its helpline on 0300 303 1056 1056.
There are also other support services available:
www.churchofengland.org/safeguarding/overview/reporting-abuse-and-findingsupport
Alternatively feel free to contact the diocesan safeguarding team:
www.lichfield.anglican.org/safeguarding
in
your area or by calling 01543 306030 (during the working day) or 0303 003 1111
(out-of-hours and weekends).
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Diversion:
Nantmawr Bank has had more than its fair share
of road closures in recent weeks. The first
diversion was put in place whilst repairs to the
bridge over the road was being repaired. This
formed part of an incline that led from the quarry
to the railway line that used to run through the
Porth Y Waen valley. The bridge bears details of its maker - William F Sim & Co,
Liverpool, 1865 - though I haven’t been able to find any information about the
company on the internet. I have found the following about the quarry:
“Nantmawr Quarry lay within the lands of the Earl of Powys and, prior to 1862, was
leased to Samuel Morton and Morgan Jones. When they surrendered possession at
the end of that year, the new lease was negotiated with R.S. France Esq of the
Shrewsbury and North Wales Railway Co. By 1870 France had invested heavily
(£20,000) in new workings, kilns, a tramway system and cottages for his workmen.
At the same time France negotiated a lease to extend the Llanymynech - Nantmawr
branch of the 'Potts' railway line to service the quarry. He later sold the lease of the
quarry to J. Parson Smith. At the beginning of the 20th century the Lilleshall Co,
formed in 1802, had two limestone quarries and works, one at Presthope, near
Much Wenlock and the other at Nantmawr, purchased from Parson Smith in 1899.
By then there was an extensive system of tramways leading down from the rock
face to the railway line with five large 'running kilns' and a smithy. Besides burning
lime, the company sold limestone for blast furnace flux in steel works. Operations
continued there for about 20 years and, after a period of closure, the quarry was
re-opened and used by Amey Roadstone until it closed finally in 1977.”
I have a mild interest in industrial archaeology and would be quite interested in
walking the length of this incline – the railings seen in the photo are new and look
much more secure than those which were there before. Does anyone know if this is
possible and, just as importantly, permissible?
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The second, and longer, road closure was in place whilst the bridge over Nantmawr
Brook was being repaired. You might remember that this was one of the puzzles in
the ‘Where is this’ quiz in the July & August issue. (If you don’t remember this, then
why you weren’t paying attention?!) As noted then, the bridge is a Grade 2 Listed
structure for which the Heritage England description reads:
“Built 1844 by Edward Haycock. Coursed sandstone rubble. Single round-headed
arch with raised keystone and voussoirs. Flat string course and parapet. The
contract to build the bridge for £184 was given to John Cadman.”
A bit more research:
“Each unit in an arch or vault is a voussoir, but
two are of functional importance: the keystone
and the springer. The keystone is the centre
stone or masonry unit at the apex of an arch.
The springer is the lowest voussoir on each
side.” (It’s one of those words for which there is
no English (or Welsh) translation.)
It took a bit of scrambling through brambles to
get the second photo here, though my dog clearly thought it was worth the effort.
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OSWESTRY CHRISTIAN BOOKSHOP
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Trefonen Village Shop
SHOP & POST OFFICE OPENING TIMES:
Monday - Friday:
Saturday:
Sundays & Bank Holidays:

- 6.00
8.00 am8.00
- 7.00
pm
9.00
1.00
8.30 am - 6.00 pm
10.00
- 1.00
9.00 am
- 1.00
pm

Telephone 01691 671208
You will find all items found in a convenience store, but if there is anything you would like
Hazel to stock, please let her know and she will do her best!

Steve Harris
General Builder
And Stonework Specialist
Tel: 01691 657647 Mobile: 07967 700312
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Local Contacts:
Defibrillator Coordinator

Val Smout

657011

Jubilee Club

Alwena Martin

652791

Jubilee Field

K Kimber

679646

Llanyblodwel Parish Clerk

Amy Jones

01691 829571
llanyblodwelpc@gmail.com

Llanyblodwel & Porth-y-Waen Village Hall Sec.

Myfi Jones

Oswestry Rural (incl. Trefonen) Parish Clerk

Sharon Clayton

828786
01952 884372
clerk@oswestryrural-pc.gov.uk

Pre-School: ring 07817 641528

or

Shropshire Council

01743 254452

Trefonen Garden Club

Barbara Court

655387

Trefonen Indoor Bowling Club

Kath Barkley

653172

Trefonen School

Cathy Dunleavy (Head Teacher)

652960

Trefonen Village Design Statement

K Kimber

679646

Trefonen Village Hall bookings

Val Smout

657011

Trefonen Village Hall Caretaker

Clive & Kath Roberts

671360

Trefonen Village Shop & Post Office

Hazel

671208

Trefonen Village website

www.trefonen.org

WI - Llanyblodwel

Tina Griffith

830823

WI - Trefonen

Gill Buckeridge

653172

Some useful services:
ELECTRICITY (Scottish Power)

0800 111999

CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU

SEVERN TRENT WATER

0800 783 4444

CHILDLINE

DWR CYMRU (Welsh Water)

0800 052 0130

SAMARITANS

0344 499 1100
0800 1111
0845 790 9090

NATIONAL RAIL ENQUIRIES 03457 484950

DRUGS & ALCOHOL HELPLINE

0800 776600

HOSPITALS:

NATIONAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HELPLINE

RJ & AH ORTHOPAEDIC

01691 404000

ROYAL SHREWSBURY

01743 261000

WREXHAM MAELOR

01978 291100

PRINCES ROYAL TELFORD

01952 641222

VICTIM SUPPORT NATIONAL

0800 252266

NATIONAL MISSING PERSONS HELPLINE

WELSH BLOOD SERVICE

0808 2000 247
WALES DOMESTIC ABUSE HELPLINE
0808 801 0800
0845 303 0900

0500 700700

Mobile Library:
Many thanks to those who have let me know that the mobile library is visiting
Trefonen (Barley Mow car park) again: alternate Tuesdays, 9.05 - 9.40am.
Next visits: 5th & 19th November

Deadline for copy for the magazine is the 10th of each month.
This is important! It allows time for the Editor to compile the contents, followed by proof reading and
printing in time for publication on (usually) the last weekend of the previous month. The online version will
usually be available to download approximately a week before the paper version is distributed.
Parish Magazine Vol 30 No 9

41

We gave our today.

