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Church services in February:
No services were held during most of January, though churches were open on Sundays
for private prayer.  Trying to predict the situation during February is perhaps futile and
so no details are available to publish here.  January is a five-Sunday month, and an
‘alternative’ Benefice-wide Christingle ‘Zoom’ service is planned for the 31st at 10.30am.

Service leaflets will be emailed and posted to home addresses and a link to
the Zoom meeting distributed by PCC Secretaries.  An edited version will
later be posted on Facebook.

To make the service complete, Take Away and Home Delivery Christingle
packs (minus oranges) will be available during the week leading up to the
31st.  If you would like a pack delivered, or for one to be available to pick up,
then let Revd Kathy know asap (kathsoutherton@hotmail.com / 07944 504330).

Pick-up points for those who have pre-ordered a pack will be at:

Llanymynech Churchyard:   Tuesday 26th January    10am – 10.45am
 Trefonen Churchyard:   Wednesday 27th January   11am- 11.45am
 Llanyblodwel  Churchyard:   Wednesday 27th January   12 noon – 12.45pm
 Morton Churchyard:     Wednesday 27th January   2.30pm – 3.15pm

Doorstep deliveries will take place on Monday 25th January.

In previous years, we have had two services for Ash Wednesday, one
at noon in Trefonen and one in Llanymynech at 7pm.  The hope is that
we may be able to have at least one of these in church for limited
numbers but, depending on the local Covid infection rate it may have
to move on to Zoom.  In addition, we will post Ash Wednesday on our
Facebook page.  More details of what, where and how will be
published nearer the time, or are available from Revd Kathy.

Ash Wednesday begins the holy season of Lent when we remember Jesus fasting and
praying in the wilderness, the sacrifices he made and the temptations he faced.  We
replicate that sacrifice by opting to give up something for the 40 days.  It provides an
opportunity to reflect on our own lives, how we fall short of God, and commit to
symbolically wiping the slate clean and walking free to begin a better future.  Our
Benefice Lent lunches cannot be described as frugal, but provide an opportunity to be
fed and sustained physically and spiritually and to support the Bishop’s Lenten Appeal.

This year, our Lent lunches will be slightly different.  We will have a short Lenten
reflection on some well-known Biblical passage, which will be led for us by Revd Kathy,
Lay Readers and some of the Worship Leaders.  Bring your own lunch - soup, sandwich,
sausage roll, whatever you like, and we share together and chat in the same way.

They will start at 1pm and finish by 2pm and be on Tuesdays (with one exception) on:

23rd February, 2nd March, 9th March, 15th March (Monday), 23rd March.

In addition, we will be circulating more in depth reflections and prayers for Lent
prepared by Lay Readers Betty and Linda.

mailto:kathsoutherton@hotmail.com
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From the editor:
I wasn’t going to write about the pandemic here - you’ve heard it all before
elsewhere - until I saw a piece in the ‘Advertizer’ about an 83 year old in Ellesmere
who was one of the first to be offered an appointment for a vaccine at the newly
established hub at the Orthopaedic.  Asked if she would be able to get to the
hospital, she replied: “I’ll walk if I have to”.  Good for her!

Compiling your magazine doesn’t get any easier whilst the pandemic continues to
plague us.  At the beginning of each month I send an email to over twenty regular
and occasional correspondents to remind them that it’s time to submit their material.
For some time now I’ve included the caveat that, given the lack of community
activity, I will understand if they don’t have anything to say.  But I never fail to be
impressed and encouraged by their responses.  Their ability to conjure ‘something
out of nothing’ is the reason why it has been possible to keep publishing month by
month.  I take this opportunity to thank them from me personally and, I hope and
trust, on your behalf as well.

I came across this commentary recently and thought it worth sharing:

“The current news is bad.  Infection rates are soaring and the loss of life is terrible.
Our Health Service is struggling with the rate of admissions.  What can we do?

Whilst regretting the hesitations, ambiguities and delays by the Government in taking
appropriate public health actions (such as an earlier lockdown and timely school
closures), we’ve all got a role to play in keeping one another safe.  Staying at home,
not mixing, observing social distance, avoiding unnecessary travel are basic strategies.
Carrying a mask (and wearing it!) is as vital as remembering not to leave the house
without your keys.

Eighty per cent of the population is extrovert – getting a buzz and energy from
human interaction and company.  Prolonged restrictions for extroverts seem like
prolonged agony.  Introverts – people who get recharged by having time to themselves
– might find lockdown a little easier to handle.  Whatever our psychology, we need to
stay in touch.

My advice?  Work the telephone.  Although electronic communications are great,
swift and visual, a good old-fashioned voice conversation, person to person, has real
warmth.  Yes, we can use Zoom, Skype and the like, but I have realised recently just
how nice it is to phone family and friends.”

and the following:

“According to health experts, one of the most important things we can all do to stop
the spread of the coronavirus is to thoroughly wash our hands often with soap and
hot water and to keep our surroundings clean.  But more than half the global
population lacks access to somewhere to wash with soap and warm water.”
Parish Magazine Vol 31 No 1                    Dream your dreams, reach for your star
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JANUARY 2021 and beyond (or should that read Infinity & Beyond?)
It’s official!  Father Christmas has gone back to The North Pole!  Trefonen Green is
empty again as the reindeer have gone to pastures new and the snowflakes and
snowballs have all melted away along with the Xmas tree.  It was a great project in
which so many people had a hand in making it Successful, Seasonal and FUN!

What shall we do next is the question?  Honestly - I don’t know! (YET!)  Answers on a
postcard please and all ideas considered!!

Once again, we are planning how we can occupy ourselves, and with what, in our
Third Lockdown and it is getting harder to come up with anything original!  There is
the prospect of The Beast From The East making a spectacular return to batter our
already battered lives and the winter suddenly feels quite threateningly long.
Although, on a positive note, if it snows we can fill our gardens with snowmen and
other wintry figures and vent our feelings by throwing snowballs with wild
abandon!  So …………….

How many of us were given jigsaws for
Christmas?  Quite a few I’m thinking!  If you
did, please photograph them before, during
and after construction.  Let’s see who can
do the most before Lockdown finishes -
photographs to verify this please.

I can guarantee it won’t be us, as we took
possession of a puzzle 2 years ago and I am
forbidden to start another until that one is
finished (it IS extremely challenging!!!) - one
of those frustrating puzzles when one piece seems to fit in at least half a dozen
places!!!  I am sure you will all know that feeling!  Just for the record, it is NOT the
Baked Beans puzzle.

I will seriously have to have to consider beginning
work on the list I compiled nearly a year ago of all
the things we were going to get done during
lockdown but so far have done none of them!
How can we keep so busy but seemingly never
achieve anything?  Another of life’s mysteries?

It will be great to eventually rediscover all the
things we used to do pre-lockdown, personally
and in the Village - another New Beginning
perhaps?

Keep smiling everyone and look out for your neighbours and friends, although I am
perfectly sure you are all doing that anyway - It’s Trefonen!

Parish Magazine Vol 31 No 1                    Dream your dreams, reach for your star
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Open Fire,
Pool table, Darts,

Live Sports,
Dog friendly.

Function room (seats 50)
for hire.

Offa’s Dyke Brewery, Trefonen, Oswestry

Meals: Tues - Fri: 5.00 - 9.00pm;
Sat: 12.00 - 3.00, 5.00 - 9.00pm;

Farmer’s Sunday Carvery served 12.00 - 3.00pm;

Offa’s Dyke Brewery: Our brewery uniquely straddles the Offa’s Dyke
which is the ancient border dividing England and Wales.  For a fresher, smoother
taste we crush locally sourced malted barley in the ‘old’ Wales, before passing
through to the mash tun and copper boil in England, returning to Wales for
fermenting and conditioning, finally casked back in England.  Real Ale brewed
with Real Passion.

Barley Mow Inn & Offa’s Dyke Brewery,
Chapel Lane, Trefonen, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY10 9DX.

www.offasdykebrewery.com

Barley Mow Inn

Parish Magazine Vol 31 No 1                    Dream your dreams, reach for your star
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BRIDGE PLUMBING

e-mail: bridgeplumbing0001@gmail.com

OZLOO’S
SPECIALISTS IN PORTABLE

TOILET HIRE
01691 772904

WWW.OZLOOS.CO.UK
ozloos@btinternet.com
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Census 2021:
The Shropshire WI Federation recently forwarded the following from the Office for
National Statistics to the Trefonen branch which we think might be of interest to
readers.  

I hope that you may be able to help me.  I work for the Office for National Statistics
and I am the Census Engagement Manager for Shropshire.  My role is to raise
awareness about the census that will take place on 21st March and also to provide
support so that people are able to complete it.  I would be very grateful for the
support of Shropshire W. I. to promote the census and work with me to highlight
the support that will be available.

I am particularly aware that there are a number of vulnerable groups in Shropshire
that may be concerned about completing the census.  Therefore I am seeking to
work with groups including the elderly, the homeless, LGBT+ groups, low income
households, the disabled and Eastern European communities.  I am sure that these
groups are represented within your various congregations.  It would be very helpful
if we were able to work together to ensure that it is as easy as possible for everyone
to complete the census.

The census is a once-in-a-decade survey that gives us the most accurate estimate of
all the people and households in England and Wales.  It has been carried out every
decade since 1801, with the exception of 1941.  It will be the first census run
predominantly online, with households receiving a letter with a unique access code,
allowing them to complete the questionnaire on their computers, phones or tablets.
Paper forms will be available for those people that are unable to complete the
census online.

Census day will be on March 21st, but households across the country will receive
letters with online codes allowing them to take part from early March.  The census
will include questions about your sex, age, work, health, education, household size
and ethnicity.  And, for the first time, there will be a question asking people whether
they have served in the armed forces, as well as voluntary questions for those aged
16 and over on sexual orientation and gender identity.

Results will be available within 12 months, although personal records will be locked
away for 100 years, kept safe for future generations.

I would be very happy to arrange an online conversation so that we could discuss
the census in greater detail but in the meantime it may be useful to visit this link
https://census.gov.uk/.  I have also attached a poster promoting the census together
with some items for your social media.

Kind Regards,

Roger Belham

Census Engagement Manager Shropshire
Office for National Statistics
07452 928132
roger.belham12@field.census.gov.uk
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North Shropshire Heating
& General Plumbing

Covering all of North Shropshire
& Welsh Border Counties

Specialists in oil fired heating systems.
All aspects of plumbing work undertaken.

Jim Parkes
Tel: 01978 722598

Mob: 079290 16814

www.supportmycomputer.co.uk

.95

JONES’ OIL BOILER SERVICE
Specializing in

Service, Repairs, Breakdowns.

OFTEC QUALIFIED ENGINEER

All work fully insured

Competitive rates

Call now for friendly, local and prompt service

Stuart
01691 682480
07940 757503            stuartjones47@yahoo.co.uk
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Trefonen School News:
! so many things have happened since the last school

update before Christmas.  We are now back in Lockdown
No 3 with schools partially closed again as they were last
spring/summer terms.  I think a lot of us never imagined
this time last year what the next 12 months and more would be like.

Back to School news; the period leading up to the Christmas break was busy. Classes
were preparing their individual class pantomimes, the School Christmas Lunch went
ahead, be it slightly different as school could not all get together in the hall, and the
Staff tried to ensure Christmas was celebrated.  Both Rev Kathy and Jane Webber,
the Schools Christian Worker, continued with their online assemblies and services.

Meanwhile in school there were a number of activities such as a Virtual School Visit
to Chester Zoo by Wrens and Puffins Classes where they explored the rainforests
and looked at nocturnal animals.  Some comments from the children:

On Monday we had a video call with Chester Zoo and they told us
about nocturnal animals.  The man called Alex told us about the
animals.  He told us about a hedgehog and how they are
endangered.  He said we could put a hole in our garden hedges or
fences and we could make a hedgehog house.  Did you know that
leopards are nocturnal?  

One of the animals was a pine martin.  They are critically endangered because of habitat loss.
They breed them at Chester Zoo and when they release them they put colour on them so they

can track them.  

I had never heard of a pine Martin before.  People used to
hunt pine martins but even though they don’t get hunted
now, they are dying out.  If a hedgehog is looked after it
can live up to 5-10 years and that is old for a hedgehog.

Alex also showed us an aye-aye skeleton hand.  It has very long fingers.

A fox is a nocturnal animals so it comes out at night and it eats rabbits and
mice. Bats are nocturnal and they use echo location to find food.  Owls eat
mice, they can hear a mouse’s heart beat and they fly silently.  

There was STONE AGE BONE AGE - a hands-on experience by the
Shrewsbury Museum.

Thank you to all the parents that helped to fund this event.  The children really
enjoyed the experience and working with Anna, the Museum Educator.  She
commented that the pupils' behaviour was excellent and their questions showed
real interest and understanding.

Parish Magazine Vol 31 No 1                    Dream your dreams, reach for your star
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  "I liked it that there was a human skull on the table and we
talked about what types of artefacts would survive and what would
rot away."

   "I liked it when Kai and Gracey dressed up as Anglo-Saxons."

  "It was good to find out more about the helmet found at
Sutton Hoo and the Sutton Hoo mystery."

Also the Creative Prayer and Spirituality Day for Wrens with an
example by :

Thank you for the warm sun.  Thank you for sound of birds.  Thank you for the soft noise of
the crunchy snow.  Thank you for the tasty crunch of crisps.  Thank you for the melting of
ice-cream.  Thank you for the smell of pine.  Thank you for the scent of cinnamon.  Thank you
for my life.

School closed on the 18th December, though not without our first and only Class
Bubble closure for the whole Autumn Term and just that 1 week.  Up until then, the
Schools attendance figures were just under 98% for the term, similar to a "Normal"
year, one of the best in Shropshire.  National attendance for Primary Schools was
under 90%, so we were very pleased.

We also said goodbye to two members of Staff, Lucy Prust, who had been a teacher
and Deputy Head at times for many years and Phoebe Fenwick, one of our TA's.  We
have since welcomed Samantha Lumley as a replacement for Lucy, and Steven
Howell replacing Phoebe.  We welcome them, though they have joined us at a very
challenging time to say the least.

Whilst prepared for the various options when Staff returned on the 4th January, that
evening a Lockdown was announced and the Staff went into overdrive to prepare
for a partial closure and remote learning on the Tuesday, ready somehow to reopen
on the Wednesday.  The school has since seen a much larger number of children
classed under "Essential Workers" criteria and consequently, as this is written, the
school has 3 Hubs as against one hub in last year’s Spring Term.  As always, Staff are
meeting the challenges head on.

Whilst partial closure in Lockdown continues
until half term, when school closes on the 12th
Feb and reopens on Monday 22nd Feb till the
1st April.  It remains to be seen whether
Lockdown ends or continues and whether
school fully reopens.  Whatever happens, it
remains a Safe Environment and no doubt there
will continue to be restrictions of some sort to
the end of the Summer Term on the 19th July.

The school thanks again all Parents and Careers for their continued support and best
wishes in the continuing challenges.
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Bryn Offa CE Primary School:
After all the stresses and strains of the last term, I was
naively expecting this term to be a little more predictable.
How wrong I was.

Many of you will have seen the prime minister on the

Andrew Marr programme on Sunday 3rd January telling
parents to send their children to school, only to close
schools to most children the very next day.  Fortunately,
we had a PD day, so we managed to avoid a whole day
of children mixing before we put our plans in place.

Many schools were not so fortunate.

By approximately 4pm on Monday 4th January, all the parents who had requested a
place under the vulnerable children and critical worker system had received their
place at Bryn Offa and we opened to about fifty children

on Tuesday 5th January.  The rest of the children were
provided with online learning, and this will continue for
the duration of the lockdown. 

It should not be underestimated just how much work it is
to provide for a group of children at home and then also
provide high quality home learning and feedback.  It’s not
quite as bad as having to do two jobs at once, but not far
from it.  As well as the risks of being exposed to the virus,
the workload of the staff this term will be extraordinary.

It was great to see during the Education Statement in the commons yesterday, that
the families in receipt of benefits related free school meals will be catered for in the
same way as during the Summer with vouchers provided for local supermarkets if
they are not in school.  One of the few positives to come out in the last few days.

Last term was the hardest I have seen school staff work in my 25 years in education.
The selfless dedication of school staff is really quite something to behold.  It has not

been dimmed by starting the year colder, more uncertain
and more stressful than ever.  The staff have retained
their good humour and professionalism throughout and
should be commended for what they achieved last term
and for what I know they will achieve this term.

Mr Thompson
Headteacher

Parish Magazine Vol 31 No 1                    Dream your dreams, reach for your star
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bobnkkimber@btinternet.com
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Chimney Sweep

01691 860616
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Nic Evans - Landscape Gardener
(Est. 1981)

www.nicevanslandscaping.co.uk
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Sofa Club (dementia activities):
Many people are complaining about feeling the effects of this lockdown
more than others.  For one thing, the weather is colder, the afternoons
and evenings are darker sooner and the feelings of isolation and
loneliness are therefore greater.  If we are feeling that way, imagine if you are caring at
home for someone who has dementia and what that must feel like.  Or imagine your
loved one with dementia is in a nursing/residential/care home and you’re unable to
visit or explain - think of the deterioration that brings.

Our Sofa Club seeks, amongst other things, to bring some light and comfort to dark
days and situations, endeavours to bring a point of connection and connectivity, to
show caring and love.  So here are the plans for our activities in the next two months…

28th January – Comfy Cushion Conversations (members chatting
to each other on the phone).

11th February - Short service – ‘Ashes to Roaring Fire!’ in own
homes; service will be distributed.

25th February – Comfy Cushion Conversations to and with one another.

11th March – ‘To Mother with Love’ activity which will be distributed if needs be.

For further information contact Revd Kathy on 07944 504330.

Annual Parish Church Meetings (APCM):
As registered charities, we are required to have annual meetings.  In
truth, it hasn’t been a year since the last ones, which were delayed until
September rather than being held at the usual time of just prior to Easter.
We move forward in hope and are aiming for March dates, as follows:

This is an opportunity to hear and ask questions about what has been going on in the
parish during the previous months and to be involved in the plans for the future.  In
preparation for this, our church electoral rolls need to be reviewed and so they are to
be pinned up on the church doors for a short period of time.

Being on the church electoral roll entitles you to be elected to the Parochial Church
Council (PCC), serve as an elected officer, e.g. Churchwarden.  It also entitles you to get
married and be buried within the parish.  To be on the electoral roll you have to be over
16, a regular attender at the church or live in the parish.  If you are already on it, you
are asked to check your name on the roll when displayed and amend if necessary.  The
revised roll will then be accepted at the above APCMs.  If you are
not on the roll but would like to be, then contact Revd Kathy or
your Electoral Roll Officer for details of how to complete the form.

Electoral Rolls will be pinned up at/on: 

Llanyblodwel 22nd February - 7th March (Electoral Roll Officer Carwen Harris)
Trefonen  24th February - 9th March (Electoral Roll Officer Anne Fitchett)

Revd Kathy: kathsoutherton@hotmail.com / 07944504330

mailto:kathsoutherton@hotmail.com
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From the Rectory:
My dear friends,

Well, nearly a year on from when this pandemic began and we are still in lockdown. It
hardly seems possible - like a bad dream that we hope sometime soon we will awake
from and put it down to the cheese we ate or whatever.  But it isn’t
a dream, much as we might like it to be.

We far prefer nice happy dreams where we are free to be what we
want, think what we want, achieve what we want with whomever
we want.  In our dreams, it is safe to desire and fulfil, to be our true
selves, or the selves we would like to be.  Truth to tell, in ordinary
times that spills over to ‘real’ life as we seek to bring some of those
dreams to reality.  We strive and endeavour to make them so but, at
the moment, dreams coming true is impossible, can’t be done, so
what’s the point in even trying?

We know we do have dreams, but right now they don’t matter, so ‘any dream will do’,
they are far beyond us, ‘over the rainbow, way up high’ beyond
our grasp, out of our reach.  So we bury then, confine them to
story books and get more and more melancholic instead of
readjusting vision and hearing a different song.

I know I have shared this before but it’s worth repeating:
, when you slightly move your vision, becomes 

Why shouldn’t we strive to make our dreams, or at least some of them, a reality?  We
just need to readjust our vision of how they might be achieved, to not say it’s
impossible, but it is possible - but how - and work on that.  Is that easy?  No.  Will there
be difficulties?  Undoubtedly.  Frustrations?  Certainly.  Will people try to pour cold
water and put you off?  You fill your kettle and put it on to boil again, letting their
negativity make you even more determined.  I feel another song coming on…

I end with the lyrics of a song which I hope encourages you, spurs you on to dare to
dream the impossible dream and reach those unreachable stars…

‘To dream the impossible dream, to fight the unbeatable foe,
to bear with unbearable sorrow, to run where the brave dare not go.

To right the unrightable wrong. To love pure and chaste from afar,
to try when your arms are too weary, to reach the unreachable star.

This is my quest, to follow that star no matter how hopeless, no matter how far…
And I know if I’ll only be true to this glorious quest

that my heart will be peaceful and calm when I’m laid to my rest.
That one man…still strove with his last ounce of courage

to fight the unbeatable foe.  To reach the unreachable star’

So dream your dreams, reach for your star, God
will help you make dream reality.

Til next time, stay safe and well.

Yours in Christ,      

Parish Magazine Vol 31 No 1                    Dream your dreams, reach for your star
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Shaping for Mission initiative:
Towards the end of 2020, the diocese launched this initiative to review our churches.
Where are they, where have they come from and where are they going?  Members of

our churches have been asked to complete a questionnaire and
results will be collated by Caroline Stewart (representing both the
Benefice and the Orthopaedic) and Linda Gladman.  These will
go forward to a Deanery team where, together with help from a
facilitator from the diocese, a vision for our Mission will emerge.

Thank you to all those who have taken the time to participate.

From the Registers:
Llanyblodwel:

Funerals:    25th November

   10th December

Prayer Chain
If you would like prayer for an immediate need, e.g. an emergency
situation, you can ring one of the people below.  Your message will
be passed to each person in the chain (who is available at the time)
and we will pray for your need in complete confidence.

Rev. Kathy Trimby  590025    Jill Ferguson   656456
Betty Steele    652170    Linda Gladman   671363
Dick Mathias    657934    Chris Kirk    688595

Bouquet of Thanks ...
To any and all who helped with the various Christmas services and activities, both in
and outside our churches and online, and to all those who helped decorate.

To all those who have taken on greater responsibilities and commitments during this
pandemic: our faithful and diligent wardens for their unswerving and dedicated service,
often above and beyond the call of duty.

To our congregations, for being so understanding of all the new
regulations, restrictions etc that have been put in place.

To our magazine editors, contributors and distributors who have
kept going despite ever changing circumstances.

To PCC secretaries and communicators who have distributed
regular emails and kept the Facebook page active and alive.

We couldn’t have done it without you, so thank you all.
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Trefonen Garden Club:

February can be a surprising month, even on
the bleakest day.  There are those little signs of
new growth and promise of the months to
come, snowdrops coming into flower and
strong shoots of spring bulbs with scatterings
of crocuses and primroses.

Our gardens will be so important again this year, restricted as we now are by
lockdown, when we need fresh air and exercise each day.  There is always plenty to
do, even in February: cleaning and oiling tools, repairing and organising garden
sheds and most satisfying of all choosing seeds for the coming summer.

Seed catalogues are often a good place to start, very colourful photographs of
flowers, shrubs, fruit, vegetables and much more, all encouraging you to think how
they could fill your garden with beauty.

These days though, choosing seeds is getting a little
more complex.  There is the understandable emphasis
on the environment and whether plants are suitably
bee friendly.  Seed packets are often labelled bee
friendly; correct labelling is surely a good way
forward, but it can produce more questions than
answers.

There are of course many different types of bees, and what is friendly to a honey bee
may not be friendly to the huge numbers of wild bees, and what about the other
possible pollinators, insects, butterflies who have their own preferences and could
risk being crowded out by one or two dominant types?  Too many honey bees are
thought to crowd out other bees.

When you are planning your garden this
winter, it may be worth thinking about
increasing the variety of plants, avoiding
the concentrations and increasing the
possibility of supporting more pollinators,
and not only bees, at different times of
the year.  This is our opportunity to help
nature succeed.

Gardens are places of hope and growth.  Thank goodness for our gardens.

For those looking for a straightforward guide as to what is good for various types of
bees, the Friends of the Earth website – look for Bee-friendly plants for every season -
is very helpful, much of what you might need to know about various bees and what
they like, with useful photographs on one scroll down.
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LLOYD’S ANIMAL FEEDS
Agricultural Feed Specialists
Lloyds Animal Feeds is the leading independent animal food
producer in the country.

The Company philosophy is to provide customers with the
exact specification feed they need to maximise their
profitability in the market place.

Head office:
Morton, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY10 8BH, United Kingdom
01691 830741
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v.gemmell@hotmail.co.uk

mailto:v.gemmell@hotmail.co.uk
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A (very) short story:
A farmer was tending to his horse named Buddy when along came a stranger asking
for help.  The stranger had lost control of his car and ended up in a ditch.  He asked the
farmer if his horse could pull the vehicle out of the ditch for him.  The farmer agreed to
take a look, but wouldn’t promise to help in case the horse might be injured.

The farmer saw that the vehicle was fairly small, so took a rope and
fixed it in place.  He said "Pull, Casey, Pull," but the horse didn’t
budge.  Then he said "Pull, Bailey, Pull," but again the horse didn’t
move.  The farmer then said "Pull, Mandy, Pull," and again the
horse would not move.  Finally, the farmer said "Pull, Buddy, Pull,"
and the horse pulled until the vehicle was out of the ditch.

The stranger was very grateful, but asked the farmer why he called
the horse by several different names?  He replied "Buddy is blind,
and I had to make him think he had help pulling the car out of the
ditch or he would not have pulled."
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OSWESTRY CHRISTIAN BOOKSHOP
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Miscellany:
One day during a lecture tour, Mark Twain went into a local barber shop for a
haircut.

In conversation, Twain told the barber that this was his first visit to the town.

“You’ve chosen a good time to come,” was the reply.

“Oh really?” said Twain.

“Mark Twain is going to give a lecture here tonight. You’ll want to go, I suppose?”

“I guess so…”

“Have you bought a ticket yet?”

“No, not yet.”

“Well, it’s sold out, so you’ll have to stand.”

“Just my luck,” said Twain with a sigh. “I always have to stand
when that fellow lectures!”

It’s not what you look at that matters, it’s what you see.  

Mahatma Gandhi walked barefoot everywhere, ate very little, and
often fasted, leaving him thin and with very bad breath.  Thus he is
often thought of as a super callused, fragile mystic...

It's a five minute walk from my house to the pub.
It's a 35 minute walk from the pub to my house.
The difference is staggering.

Today I saw a dwarf climbing down a prison wall.  I thought to myself: "That's a little
condescending"

They say that every piece of chocolate eaten
shortens your life by two minutes.

I've done the arithmetic and it seems that I
died in 1987!
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Steve Harris
General Builder

And Stonework Specialist

Tel: 01691 657647  Mobile: 07967 700312

Trefonen Village Shop
SHOP & POST OFFICE OPENING TIMES:

Monday - Friday:      8.00 am - 7.00 pm
Saturday:          8.30 am - 6.00 pm
Sundays & Bank Holidays:  9.00 am - 1.00 pm

Telephone 01691 671208
You will find all items found in a convenience store, but if there is anything you would like

Hazel to stock, please let her know and she will do her best!

8.00 - 6.00
9.00 - 1.00
10.00 - 1.00
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S. Owen & Sons
YOUR LOCAL HEATING OIL,

COAL MERCHANTS &
Propane & Butane

BOTTLED GAS SUPPLIERS

“Prompt &
Personal Service

at Competitive Prices!!”

www.sowenandsons.co.uk

Telephone:
Llanymynech 01691 830315 or

01691 830163

PEST PROBLEM?
Solve it with …

Shropshire Mole and Pest Control

Fast response.

Domestic, agricultural and
commercial.

Local, professional and affordable!

Mole Control Expert

Call Alan now on 01691 700701
mobile 07976 817859

Wasps Bees Hornets Rats

Mice Rabbits Squirrels Ants

Cluster Flies
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The Eco pages:
The following is based on an article which appeared recently in a regular journal
that I take.  You might be tempted to suggest that I reconsider my choice of reading,
but we really shouldn’t ignore this.  You might also wonder why I choose to write on
this subject now - haven’t we all got enough to worry about with the pandemic?

Part of me hopes that your reading of this might prompt you to examine your own
behaviour.  I’m sure I could do more, e.g. by looking more closely at the fresh fruit
and veg counter to see if there are items being sold loose rather than automatically
picking up my ‘usual’ which is pre-wrapped in plastic.  Maybe, if a few more of us do
this, the supermarkets will get the message and re-examine their own practices.

See page 44 for Shropshire Council’s list of which items of plastic can be placed in
your recycle bin.  At the moment, I can’t fully answer the question about what
happens to it after it’s been collected from the roadside; is any reader able to
enlighten us on this?

PLASTICS POLLUTION:

● The Great Pacific Garbage Patch
(GPGP) is an area of floating
waste plastic in the northern
Pacific Ocean that is three times
the size of France.  Containing
1.8 trillion* pieces of plastic and
weighing in at 80,000 tonnes*,
the GPGP is the visible symbol of
the world’s waste plastic problem.  Between 1.15 and 2.41 million tonnes of plastic
enter the oceans each year, contributing to an estimated grand total of more than
150 million tonnes or 5 trillion pieces of plastic floating on and beneath the
surface.  Much of this consists of microplastics* which enter the bodies of marine
wildlife, causing the death of an estimated 100 million marine animals a year.

● In 2016 the world produced 320 million tonnes of plastic products; a figure which
is set to double by 2034.

● Every day, approximately eight million additional pieces of plastic pollution find
their way into our oceans.

●Plastic pollution can now be found on
every beach in the world.

●Approximately 5,000 items of marine
plastic pollution have been found per
mile of beach in the UK.

●Recent studies have revealed marine
plastic pollution in 100% of marine
turtles, 59% of whales, 36% of seals and
40% of seabird species examined.
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● A plastic bottle can last for up to 450
years in the marine environment.

● Two thirds of plastic in the oceans
enters via rivers.  It would be easy to
label this as a third-world problem by
virtue of poor refuse management, but
schemes to capture plastics have been
introduced in, e.g., Amsterdam’s canals
and the mouth of the Jones Falls river
in Baltimore, USA.  The River Thames has      River Thames, with the Purfleet-Dartford

   a higher density of microplastics than      road bridge in the background
   other major European rivers.

● Because of plastic’s durability, every piece of plastic that has ever been produced is
still with us in some form.

● A plastic shopping bag is used on average for 15 minutes, but could take 100 - 300
years to fragment.

● A very recent study examined human placentae following birth and found
microplastics present.

● Microplastics are known to cause inflammation, infertility and cancer in animals.
Little is understood about their effect on human health, but studies show that they
can accumulate in the liver, kidneys and gut.  Together with nanoplastics*, they
are present in the water we drink, the air we breathe and several of the foods that
we eat (and this is not confined to seafoods).
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Brook House Residential Home
Woodhill, Morda, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY10 9AS

Are you looking for a warm, friendly & helpful home in a beautiful setting?
Whether you need a long stay, respite or day care,

please telephone for a brochure or come and visit us.
Mrs K. Cosens, Proprietor  Kate Ford/Sali Nixon, Joint Managers

Tel: 01691 654167
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Trefonen FC:
I would like to start this article by wishing all of the 

 a very happy and, hopefully,
better New Year.  Since the last edition went to print, I am
happy to say Trefonen Football Club was able to have
some, albeit limited game time.  The club participated in
two “Covid19 Safe” friendlies, firstly hosting Llanfyllin Town

Reserves on Saturday 5th December (2020), coming out as
victors, 6-2.  The second friendly saw Trefonen travel to nearby Llanymynech,
drawing 2-2.  Both matches offered a great opportunity for many of the squad to
get some long-awaited minutes on the pitch.  However, unfortunately due to the
latest lockdowns, firstly in Wales and then England, it looks increasingly unlikely that
we will be returning to the pitch for the foreseeable future.

Unfortunately, the club ended the year with some hard news!  A substantial change
has occurred within Trefonen Football Club, Manager John Reid has left the club.  A

club statement (dated 30th December 2020) posted via the clubs Facebook and
Twitter accounts read:

“It is with a great amount of sadness, that we announce this morning, that manager
John Reid has chosen to step down from his role at Trefonen Football Club, in order
to take up the vacant managerial position at 
Club Four Crosses FC, a side that play three divisions above ourselves in the Welsh
Football Pyramid.”

The committee would like to thank John for the
huge amount of effort and commitment he has put
into the club over the last 4 1/2 seasons.  Since his
appointment in June 2016, John has been
instrumental in the progression of the football club,
bringing success on the pitch, including Cup
Success in 2017/18 and guiding The Pitmen to
promotion the following season, along with some
memorable cup runs and performances along the
way.  He has also played a key role off the pitch and
behind the scenes improving the club’s position in
every respect.  The club would also like to thank
Tina for her efforts over the same time period.

It goes without saying, that Trefonen Football Club would like to wish John Reid the
very best of luck at Four Crosses and for his new challenge in the 3rd tier of Welsh
football.

Since this announcement was made, the club have been on the search for a new
Manager, although not yet confirmed (10.01.2021) we will hope to fill the position
before this goes to print.

As always, to keep up to date with the latest club news, please follow the club on
Facebook and Twitter.
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Answers to the Quiz:

1. Victor Meldrew Richard Wilson One Foot in the Grave  1990
2. Captain Kirk  William Shatner Star Trek   1966 (NBC), 1969 (BBC)
3. Rick Blaine  Humphrey Bogart Casablanca   1942
4. Corporal Jones Clive Dunn  Dad’s Army   1968
5. Professor Higgins & Eliza Doolittle

Rex Harrison & Audrey Hepburn My Fair Lady 1964
6. Lauren Cooper  Catherine Tate  The Catherine Tate Show 2004
7. Forrest Gump  Tom Hanks  Forrest Gump   1994
8. Baldrick  Tony Robinson Blackadder   1983
9. The Terminator Arnold Schwarzenegger The Terminator 1984
10. Nessa Jenkins  Ruth Jones  Gavin & Stacey  2007
11. James Bond  Sean Connery  Dr No    1958
12. Bruce Forsyth  as himself  The Generation Game  1958
13. Travis Bickle  Robert de Niro Taxi Driver   1976
14. Mr Humphries  John Inman  Are You Being Served? 1972
15. Harry Callahan Clint Eastwood Dirty Harry   1971
16. Derek ‘Del Boy’ Trotter  David Jason Only Fools and Horses 1981
17. Oliver Hardy  Oliver Hardy  The Laurel-Hardy Murder Case  1930
18. Michelle Dubois Kirsten Cooke  ‘Allo Allo!   1982
19. Benjamin Braddock Dustin Hoffman The Graduate   1967
20. Carol Beer  David Walliams Little Britain   2004
21. Dorothy Gale  Judy Garland  The Wizard of Oz  1939
22. Magnus Magnusson as himself  Mastermind   1972
23. Don Corleone  Marlon Brando The Godfather   1972
24. Kojak   Telly Savalas  Kojak    1973 (CBS), 1974 (BBC)
25. Dalek   as himself  Dr Who   1963

From the Shropshire Council website:

You can put plastic bottles, pots, tubs and trays in your recycling box.  Please remove
any plastic film from pots and trays.  Please don't bag your items as this cause issues
with the machinery used to sort your recycling.
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Local Contacts:

Some useful services:

Defibrillator Coordinator Val Smout 657011
Jubilee Club Alwena Martin 652791
Jubilee Field K Kimber 679646
Llanyblodwel Parish Clerk Amy Jones 01691 829571

llanyblodwelpc@gmail.com
Llanyblodwel & Porth-y-Waen Village Hall Sec. Myfi Jones 828786
Oswestry Rural (incl. Trefonen) Parish Clerk Sharon Clayton 01952 884372

clerk@oswestryrural-pc.gov.uk
Pre-School: ring 07817 641528            or             Shropshire Council                     01743 254452
Trefonen Garden Club Barbara Court 655387
Trefonen Indoor Bowling Club Kath Barkley 653172
Trefonen School Cathy Dunleavy (Head Teacher) 652960
Trefonen Village Design Statement K Kimber 679646
Trefonen Village Hall bookings Val Smout 657011
Trefonen Village Hall Caretaker Clive & Kath Roberts 671360
Trefonen Village Shop & Post Office Hazel 671208
Trefonen Village website www.trefonen.org
WI - Llanyblodwel Tina Griffith 830823
WI - Trefonen Gill Buckeridge 653172

ELECTRICITY (Scottish Power) 0800 111999 CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU 0344 499 1100

SEVERN TRENT WATER 0800 783 4444 CHILDLINE 0800 1111

DWR CYMRU (Welsh Water) 0800 052 0130 SAMARITANS 0845 790 9090

NATIONAL RAIL ENQUIRIES 03457 484950 DRUGS & ALCOHOL HELPLINE 0800 776600

HOSPITALS: NATIONAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HELPLINE

   RJ & AH ORTHOPAEDIC 01691 404000 0808 2000 247

   ROYAL SHREWSBURY 01743 261000 WALES DOMESTIC ABUSE HELPLINE

   WREXHAM MAELOR 01978 291100 0808 801 0800

   PRINCES ROYAL TELFORD 01952 641222 VICTIM SUPPORT NATIONAL 0845 303 0900

WELSH BLOOD SERVICE 0800 252266 NATIONAL MISSING PERSONS HELPLINE

0500 700700

Mobile Library:
All library services are closed during the current lockdown.

Deadline for copy for the magazine is the 10th of each month.
This is important!  It allows time for the Editor to compile the contents, followed by proof reading and
printing in time for publication on (usually) the last weekend of the previous month.  The online version will
usually be available to download approximately a week before the paper version is distributed.

mailto:llanyblodwelpc@gmail.com
mailto:clerk@oswestryrural-pc.gov.uk
www.trefonen.org

