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Border Group of Parishes 
Llanyblodwel, Llanymynech, Morton & Trefonen 

Rector:  Currently vacant 

Benefice Administrator: Helen Parish,  bordergroupadmin@hotmail.co.uk 

Helen will be in the office (the church office in All Saints Trefonen) each 

Thursday,  9.30amī2.30pm.  Address for mail: The Administrator, All 

Saints' Church,  Oswestry Road, Trefonen, Oswestry,  SY10 9DG. 

Benefice website: borderparishes.org.uk 

Principal church contacts: 

All Saints Trefonen: 

PCC Secretary:   

  Helen Parish,  helen-parish1@hotmail.co.uk,  01691 670979 
    

Churchwardens:  

  K Kimber, bobnkkimber@btinternet.com, 01691 679646              
 Malcolm Kirk, malcolm.ref1170@gmail.com, 01691 688595 
 

Safeguarding:  Jeanne Bradley,  jeannemccarley@hotmail.co.uk 
 

St Michaelôs Llanyblodwel: 

PCC Secretary:   

  Sioned Lindsay,  sioned@gmail.com, 07775 437101 
 

Churchwardens:   

  Roger Taylor,  roger@blodwell.com, 07967 652217 

  Alec Gordon , alecgordon@btinternet.com, 07970 544945  
 

Safeguarding:   

  Sioned Lindsay,  sioned@gmail.com, 07775 437101  

 

Bookings and events:  St.Michaels.Llanyblodwel@gmail.com  

Church services 

{ŜŜ ǇΦп ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΦ 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀǘ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƴƻǝŎŜ ǎƻƳŜǝƳŜǎΦ 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎΦ  
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 From the Editor 

Welcome to our first full colour print edition! Please  let 

me have your thoughts on what you liked or didnôt like 

about it, so that we can decide whether to explore this as 

a more regular feature. 

Itôs the end of 2025 (who would believe it?) and as this is a 

double issue it covers January 2026, the beginning of the New Year, as well. 

Marking this change from the Old to the New Year, weôve included Alfred Lord 

Tennysonôs óRing out wild bellsô (p.35), and in her Thought for the New Year Season 

(p.7), K Kimber reflects on óthe small beatitudesô as a source of New Year 

resolutions.  

There are also regular contributions from Ann Hindley ( p.8), Bryn Offa School 

(p.10), the Garden Club (p.22), Harriet Carty ( p.25), the Poetry Group (p.32) and a 

Community Speedwatch update (p.12). We also have a double puzzle page (p.26). 

Two readers kindly sent me photographs for our Out and About section on the back 

cover - thanks very much to both of you. 

On p.46 we have a tribute to Joan Parry, much-beloved resident of Trefonen, who 

died in October and whose funeral took place in early November. 

Events before Christmas start with the Benefice Toy Service on 30th November ī 

held at Llanymynech church (not Morton church as stated in Novemberôs 

magazine; see poster p.6). There are several special events at the Community Cafe 

(p.14); Bryn Offaôs Christmas Fair is on the 28th November (p.11); Llanyblodwelôs 

Hollyfest (p.20), and a Singalong with Tony Wright (p.39), are both on 6th 

December; Penybont Fawr Male Voice Choirôs Christmas concert is on the 7th 

(p.28); plus carol services at Trefonen on 20th December (p.42) and at 

Llanyblodwel on 21st (p.18).  The Porthywaen Silver Band are also busy in the run-

up to Christmas (see p.29) and Oswestry choir Cantiones have their Christmas 

concert on 13th December (p.31). In the New Year there is the pantomime Red 

Riding Hood at the Llanyblodwel & Porthywaen Institute on 3rd January (p.44). 

Most of these events are advertised with posters in this festive issue, so please check 

these for more details. Certainly there is plenty to keep us all busy! 

If you are thinking of becoming a contributor to the magazine next year, or even if 

you are a regular contributor, please look at p.0, where Iôve put together some 

helpful information about contributing to the magazine.  

Lastly, may I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year from the magazine team! 

Janey Fisher 

Image acknowledgements 

LƳŀƎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǾŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǇΦмнΣ мпΣ нсΣ нфΣ онΣ ŀƴŘ рл ŀǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ CǊŜŜǇƛƪΣ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ 
ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ 
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Church Services  

in Trefonen and Llanyblodwel  

December 2025 

Date  All Saints 
Trefonen 

St Michaelôs 
Llanyblodwel 

 

Sunday 7th 
December 

Isaiah 11: 1-10  

Romans 15: 4-13  

Matthew 3: 1-12  

10.00am  

Holy Communion 

Rev. John Reeves 

With K Kimber 

11.00am  

Morning Worship 

 

 Abi Tudor 

Sunday 14th 
December 

LǎŀƛŀƘ орΥ м-мл  

WŀƳŜǎ рΥ т-мл  

aŀǧƘŜǿ ммΥ н-мм  

10.00am  

Morning Worship 

Peter Wollam 

11.00am 

Advent Experience 

(see poster p.17) 

Rebecca Colpus 

Saturday 20th 
December 

4.00pm  

Carol Service 

Linda Gladman & 
Chris Kirk 

 

Sunday 21st 
December 

No service  6.30pm Carol Service 

with choir 

Thursday 24th 
December 

Christmas Eve 
н {ŀƳǳŜƭ тΥ м-рΣу-ммΣмс  

!Ŏǘǎ моΥ мс-нс  

[ǳƪŜ мΥ ст-тф  

No service 11.15pm (note time) 

Holy Communion 

With Rebecca Colpus 

Friday 25th 
December 
Christmas Day 

LǎŀƛŀƘ рнΥ т-мл  

IŜōǊŜǿǎ мΥм-п όр-мнύ  

WƻƘƴ мΥм-мп  

10.00am  

Christmas Family 
Worship 

K Kimber 

No service 

Sunday 28th 
December 

LǎŀƛŀƘ соΥ т-ф  

IŜōǊŜǿǎ нΥ мл-ŜƴŘ  

aŀǧƘŜǿ нΥ мо-ŜƴŘ  

No service 11.00am 

Benefice Morning 
Worship 

Abi Tudor 
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Church Services  

in Trefonen and Llanyblodwel  

January 2026* 

Date  All Saints 
Trefonen 

St Michaelôs 
Llanyblodwel 

  

Sunday 4th 

January 

Epiphany 

 Isaiah 60: 1-6 

Ephesians 3: 1-12 

Matthew 2: 1-12 

10.00am 

Holy Communion 

Canon Robert Parsons  

11.00am  

Morning Worship  

Sunday 11th 
January 

Baptism of Christ 

Isaiah 42: 1-9 

!Ŏǘǎ млΥоп - по  

aŀǧƘŜǿ оΥ мо - ŜƴŘ   

10.00am 

Morning Worship  

11.00am 

Morning Worship  

Sunday 18th 

January 

 
LǎŀƛŀƘ пфΥ м-т 

м /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ мΥ м-ф  

 WƻƘƴ мΥ нф-пн  

10.00am 

Morning Worship  

11.00am  

Holy Communion 

Rev. John Tranter  

Sunday 25th 

January 

Conversion of St Paul 

WŜǊŜƳƛŀƘ мΥп-мл  
!Ŏǘǎ фΥ м-нн  

aŀǧƘŜǿ мфΥ  нт-ŜƴŘ  

10.00am  

Morning Worship  

11.00am  

Morning Worship  

ϝ  Worship leaders at services in January in our two parish churches had 

not yet been finalised as we went to press. 

CHURCH OPENING: All Saints Trefonen is oepn every day 10.00am-4.00pm. 

St Michaelôs Llanyblodwel is open every day 9.30am-4.00pm. Both are 

beautiful quiet spaces. 
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Thought for the New Year Season 

One of our recent services focused on Christôs teaching we often call the 

Beatitudes. During my research for this service, I came across the 

following, written by Joseph Folliet (d.1972).  It gave me much cause for 

thought. It might be useful for those drafting new year resolutions. 

The Small Beatitudes 

Blessed are those who can laugh at themselves; they will have no end of 

fun. 

Blessed are those who can tell a mountain from a molehill; they will be 

saved a lot of bother. 

Blessed are those who know how to relax without looking for excuses; 

they are on the way to becoming wise. 

Blessed are those who are sane enough not to take themselves too 

seriously; they will be valued most by those about them. 

Happy are you if you can take small things seriously and face serious 

things calmly; you will go far in life. 

Happy are you if you can appreciate a smile and forget a frown; you will 

walk on the sunny side of the street. 

Happy are you if you can be kind in understanding the attitudes of others 

even when the signs are unfavourable; you may be taken for a fool, but 

this is the price of charity. 

Blessed are those who think before acting and pray before thinking; they 

will avoid many blunders. 

Happy are you if you know how to hold your tongue and smile, even 

when people interrupt and contradict you or tread on your toes; the 

Gospel has begun to seep into your heart. 

Above all, blessed are you who recognise the Lord in all whom you meet; 

the light of truth shines in your life for you have found true wisdom. 

K Kimber 

  

Film Club - Stop Press! 

No film in December but Januaryôs film is The Choral (12A, 2025), to be 

shown on Saturday 31st January 2026, at Trefonen Village Hall at 

7.30pm. Written by Alan Bennett and starring Ralph Fiennes, it is set in 

1916 and charts events around a fictional performance of Elgarôs Dream 

of Gerontius by a local choral society in Yorkshire. 
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A Bonfire Night From Long Ago 

The amazing fireworks in Trefonen sparked (sorry!) a few more childhood 
memories! 

How things have changed! My dad, my brother, and I spent weeks 
collecting wood for our bonfire. We used an old pram and walked the 
village lanes to forage what we could for our bonfire. Mum made her 

bonfire night toffee, scrubbed potatoes to cook in the ashes, and 
gathered together old clothes to dress and stuff our effigy Guy. Our 
Guy used to sit on our back porch before he met his fiery end. He 
also frightened the life out of the old lady who lived next door; she 

was convinced it was someone up to no good. Our garden was the largest 
on our road, plus mumôs bonfire night toffee was great, so always had a 
few extra visitors on 5th November.  

The bonfire steadily grew along with the excitement! 

We saved our pocket money to buy fireworks, and Dad constructed 
all manner of devices to set the fireworks off safely (again, common 
sense ruled before Health and Safety!) When it was time to buy the 
fireworks, we clutched our stash of coins and went off to the local 
ironmongers (no supermarkets!) to choose our booty. Weôd return 
home, hoping against hope that our fireworks would go off when lit, 
it wouldnôt rain, and the fire would light! 

The stuffed Guy was hoisted on top of the bonfire with lots of laughter and 
ceremony, and the bottles were lined up for the rockets (how far would 
they go??). The Catherine wheels were secured with long nails on the 
washing line post, sparklers were handed out, and Dad got out his 
matches. We didnôt have a bucketload of fireworks or money, so we 
enjoyed our fireworks one at a time!! It was all so different to now; todayôs 
displays are nothing short of miraculous! 

The first rocket was lit and flew into the sky with a whoosh, 
accompanied by our amazed óoohsô and óahhsô! Would it reach the 
moon???? It didnôt; sadly, it fizzled out only halfway there... 

 The second rocket was lit, and at the last 
 minute, the bottle tilted over! That rocket 
 flew over next doorôs  fence and right through 
 Mrs  Clarkôs ample bloomers, which 
 she had neglected to take 
 indoors!! We all fell about 
 laughing, and that story is still 
 repeated on an annual basis!!
 Children spent the next day scavenging for 
 all the spent volcanoes, Roman candles, 
 Catherine Wheels, rockets and sparklers. I 

still donôt know why we thought that was fun, but it did help with the 
tidying up, and our reward was the leftover toffee! A win-win, I think! 

So, good people of Trefonen, how lucky are you to have a great team who 
organise a wonderful night with nothing for you to do except turn up, enjoy 
and donate to the pot for next year!!                       

Ann Hindley 
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Bryn Oʜa CE Primary School 
 
As we approach the festive season, itɍs a wonderful time to 
reʞect on the exciting learning and community experiences 
our pupils have enjoyed this term. 

This half term has been packed with memorable moments, including our 
upcoming educational visit to the Houses of Parliament, where Year 5 and 
6 pupils will explore the heart of British democracy, meet a member of 
Helen Morgan MPɍs team, and enjoy a ride on the London Eye, thanks to 
the generous ʝnancial support of BOFF, who paid for all attending to ride 
this London attraction.  

 Weɍve also marked key events such as Harvest 
 Festival, and our pupils have been busy preparing  
 for Christmas performances, which promise to be  full 
 of joy and celebration. 

 We were honoured to 
 welcome the High Sheriʜ of 
 Shropshire, Jane 
 Trowbridge, who spoke to 
 the children about her  work 
 raising awareness of youth 
 charities and  exploring 
 ways to  support  young 
 people across the  county. 
 Her visit was both inspiring 

and encouraging, and we are grateful for the 
time she spent with us. 

We are also very much looking forward to 
hosting our Christmas Fair (see poster opposite) 
which promises to be a fantastic celebration of 
local talent and festive cheer. Weɍre expecting 
wonderful support from our school community 
and parish members, with many local individuals preparing to set up stalls 
showcasing independent crafts and handmade goods. Itɍs always a joy to 
see the community come together to support the school and one another, 
and weɍre excited to share this special event with you. 

Looking ahead to the spring term, weɍre planning further enrichment 
activities, including local history projects, STEM workshops, and 
opportunities for pupils to engage with nature and outdoor learning. Our 
commitment to nurturing curiosity and creativity continues to shape 
everything we do. 

We are always delighted to welcome prospective parents to visit Bryn Oʜa 
CE Primary School. If you are considering school places for September 
2026 or beyond, please do get in touch to arrange a tour. Weɍd love to 
show you what makes our school such a special place to learn and grow. 

We wish all our families and parish  members 
a peaceful and joyful Christmas. 

 

 Warm regards, Celine Keleher, Headteacher 
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Community Speed Watch Update 

Community Speed Watch (CSW) has been in 
operation in Trefonen and Treflach for the last two 
years or so. 

Each local volunteer usually does a 45-minute or 1-
hour stint once a week throughout the year. 
Colourful comments and shouts, together with 
questionable hand gestures, have greatly 
diminished. Most people realise that our intention 
is not to get anyone ôbookedô, but rather to slow 
motorists down when they are travelling through our village, where 
pedestrians, and particularly children, are vulnerable.  

Having said this, there are a number of drivers who will have received 
warnings in various forms. Warnings usually come via letter, but 
sometimes a personal visit is in order to emphasise the importance of 
careful adherence to speed limits. This is your village and possibly your 
children and grandchildren who might otherwise be affected, so please 
help to achieve this. 

On the humorous side, our West Mercia Police coordinator has let us 
know that there were initially some very enthusiastic CSW volunteers 
who had to have their activities moderated. 

One man in particular ī not in our village ī had to be advised that 
hiding in a brown recycling bin, strategically parked at the roadside, 
which had spy holes bored into it, was not acceptable. Especially when 

he leapt out of said recycling bin with his radar gun 
whenever he suspected the car going past was speeding! 
This, the PC assured us, was a true story. 

We are in need of additional volunteers to join our group, 
and please be assured you won't have to hide anywhere, 
particularly not in a bin. Contact John on 07980 680845. 

Our thanks to everyone who has stopped to acknowledge 
our efforts and the effect they have had. Merry 
Christmas from us all. 

Mobile Library 
  

Every other Thursday, 9.05ī9.40am at 
the Barley Mow Inn.  
 
Visits on 11th December 2025,  
8th and 22nd January 2026. 
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Community Caf® Special Events 

 

¶ On Tuesday 25th November a member from St Oswaldôs Church 

is bringing a selection of charity Christmas cards for sale.  

 

¶ Tuesday 2nd December sees Pat and Jane with their Christmas 

stall selling items in aid of Alzheimerôs. 

 

¶ We are hoping to have our usual carol-singing Caf® 

event on 16th December, if we can find someone to 

accompany us! 

Do come and support our events whilst at the same time enjoying the 

normal refreshments and meeting up with friends and neighbours.  
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St Michaelôs Llanyblodwel Events and News 

 

Caf® Blodwel meets on Wednesday 3rd December and Wednesday 7th 

January, 10.30amī12.30pm in the church.  

The Bible Study and prayer group is taking a Christmas/New Year break, 

resuming February 11th 2026. 

St Michaelôs Christmas Fair on 6th December this year is called 

óHollyfestô (see poster on p.20). 

We are devoting the service on Sunday 14th December to the Advent 

Experience (see poster on p.19). 

St Michaelôs carol service is on Sunday 21st December at 6.30pm (see 

poster on p. 18). 

Please note: Packs of Christmas cards with designs based on St Michaelôs 

Llanyblodwel church are available (see poster opposite). They are priced 

Ã6 for a  pack of 6. These will also be on sale at the Hollyfest, or can be 

obtained from Alec Gordon. 
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Llanyblodwel 
Advent Experience 

Sunday 14th December 11:00 a.m. 
  

  

The ôAdvent Experienceõ is 
one of a series of activity-
based programmes for 
children and adults alike 
(from the diocese of 
Gloucester).  

  

The church will be carrying 
out this experience with 
pupils from Bryn Offa school 
during the week before the 
service.   

  

It is based around the 
Advent wreath themes of 
waiting, hope, peace, love 
and joy using the examples of the Patriarchs, prophets, 
John the Baptist and Mary.   

  

It uses ôStationsõ created to explain these themes with 
readings, question time and activities.    

  

Please join us to find out more. 
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December and January Gardening 
Looking back at 2025, the Gardening Club has again enjoyed a variety of 
speakers ï from those who have visited us before to those visiting the 
club for the first time. There has been a range of 
topics, from summer hanging baskets and the 
history of Cwm Weeg to pruning and growing 
potatoes in pots ï a talk that resulted in us taking 
home a single potato and grow bag for a 
competition later in the year. In February, we held 
the membersô annual lunch at the Sweeney Hall 
Hotel and the annual Quiz Night. It was a rather 
wet day when we paid a return visit to RHS 
Bridgewater (opposite) to see how the gardens 
were maturing. There was the annual plant sale in 
May, which raises funds to support the speaker 
programme, and the final meeting of the year was 
the AGM, with festive refreshments and a 
Christmas-wreath-making demonstration. 

What were your highlights of the gardening year? Perhaps it was a visit to 
a glorious garden or being able to sit out and enjoy the good summer, a 
new planting scheme or a bounty of fruit and vegetables?  

Congratulations must go to Natalie Bainbridge and all those involved in 
bringing home to Oswestry gold medals, including a gold in the large 
town category in Britain in Bloom 2025. Your hard work, planning and 
dedication are appreciated. 

Looking forward, the 2026 programme is well under way, starting with a 
talk on Clematis and soil health in January. Other topics during the year 
range from 'Eat Your Weeds' to 'Low-Maintenance Gardening' and 'Bulbs'. 
There is already an outing planned to David Austin Roses, plus our usual 
Quiz Night in February and the annual plant sale in May. 

With that in mind, what will you be looking forward to in the new year? 
Maybe you have started planning next yearôs garden already, deciding 
what to grow and what not to grow. This will see you over the dark winter 
months, along withthe thought of warmer days ahead. 

The club aims to provide an interesting and varied programme of 
speakers and topics suitable for all levels of gardening. January sees the 
first of the New Year club meetings and is a good time to join the 
Gardening Club. Gardening covers so many aspects that we never stop 
learning or picking up interesting snippets of information, and we offer a 
warm welcome to all who come, whether youôve been a member for years 
or come as a guest. For more details, email 
trefonengardenclub@gmail.com 

We look forward to seeing both old and new members. Thank you for 
supporting the club over the past year, and we wish you all a very happy 
Christmas and New Year.  

Chris Kirk 
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There is no meeting in December, but the monthly meetings 
will resume on the third Thursday of the month: 

Thursday 15th January 2026 

when Derwen Collegeõs Will Lyon will talk on two of his 
favourite subjects: 

Clematis and Soil Health. 

Time 7:30 p.m. at Trefonen Village Hall, SY10 9DY 

Everybody welcome at Trefonen Garden Club! 
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The December Moth and the Winter 

Moth 

It seems a strange time of year to look for moths but 

there are a couple of tough cookies who brave the 

winter weather! The December Moth (pictured below) 

and the Winter Moth have different ways to cope. The December Moth 

wraps up warm: it has a coat of hairlike scales, giving a fluffy appearance, 

which helps it hold heat well enough to be active and to fly. The Winter 

Moth by contrast can fly when at a lower body temperature. It has large 

delicate wings and a small body, its big wings able to beat less frequently 

to stay airborne.   

Neither moth will feed when on the wing, they rely on food reserves built 

up as a caterpillar. The moth óstageô is devoted solely to searching for a 

mate and, in the case of the females, laying eggs. December Moth males 

and females both fly; the female is larger in size than the male. Winter 

Moth females are flightless; they emerge from a chrysalis in the soil and 

crawl up a nearby tree. Once there they emit pheromones to attract males 

then wait for them to arrive. Both moth species lay their eggs on the 

winter twigs of broadleaved trees including oaks, birches, hawthorns and 

willows. The eggs hatch when the trees are coming into leaf, giving the 

caterpillars lots of young, soft leaves to eat.  

Most people are more familiar with the caterpillars of both December and 

Winter Moths than with the adult. December Moth caterpillars are mottled 

brown, well camouflaged when on twigs and bark whilst Winter Moth 

caterpillars are bright green, the colour of new leaves. You may have seen 

the holes in leaves caused by their voracious appetites or spotted a 

caterpillar dangling from the mouth of a parent bird, being taken to feed 

chicks in the nest. Whilst the adult moths may emerge at a time of year 

when there are few predators about, with bats in their winter roosts, the 

caterpillars are an important early source of protein in the spring, 

particularly for breeding birds.  

Moths are drawn to lights which may kill them or distract them from 

seeking mates and laying eggs. Please think about outdoor lighting, 

 keeping it to the minimum need for 

 safe access and have a look for 

 moths when out and about during 

 the long winter nights. 

Harriet Carty,  

Diocesan Churchyard Environmental 

Advisor, harriet@cfga.org.ukΣ 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ aƻǘƘ 
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Puzzle Pages 

Over the Christmas and New Year holiday, try out  some 

of the puzzles below. Answers on p.50. 

 

 

Sudoku Puzzle 

Fill in the blank squares 

so that each row, each 

column and each 3-by-3 

block contain all the 

digits 1ī9. Use logic - no 

guessing! 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to KrazyDad.com for 
permission to use this puzzle. 
For puzzle-solving tips and 
more puzzles, visit 
KrazyDad.com 

Calculation Puzzle 

A farmer had a heavy horse to work his land. The horse needed to be re-

shod so the farmer took it to the farrier and asked how much this would 

cost. 

The farrier said he would charge 1p for the first nail and double for each 

consecutive nail.  

Each shoe has seven nails. How much would it cost the farmer to have all 

four shoes replaced? Do you think he would accept the deal? 

ENJAY 
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Difficulty: /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ϭ нлнр YǊŀȊȅ5ŀŘΦŎƻƳ 
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Christmas and New Year Quiz 

Poems and Novels 

1. Which famous English author wrote The Father Christmas Letters for his 

children, which were published in 1976 after his death? 

2. Which Christmas novel features Ebenezer Scrooge and Jacob Marley? 

3. Name the ghosts in this novel. 

4. What is the title of Dr Seussôs 1957 Christmas childrenôs book? 

5. Who wrote the childrenôs classic The Jolly Christmas Postman? 

6. What extras come with the book? 

7. Who wrote the 19th-century poem óRing Out Wild Bellsô? 

8. Which larger work is it part of? 

9. Who wrote the poem/carol óIn the bleak midwinterô? 

Music and Movies 

10. What are the English words to the traditional carol Adeste Fideles? 

11. Who wrote the music for Silent Night and when? 

12. Who sang the popular carol Little Donkey when it was first released in 

1959? 

13. In which film was the theme song of White Christmas first used? 

14. Who sang the song in the film? 

15. Who starred as George Bailey in the movie Itôs a Wonderful Life?  

16. Who was left Home Alone at Christmas? 

17. What is the Christmas connection in the movie Die Hard? 

18. Where is the Polar Express going? 

19. From which Cambridge college does the traditional BBC Christmas Eve 

carol service come? 

20. Which boy soprano sang óWeôre walking in the airô in the 1982 TV film 

The Snowman? 

21. Name Benjamin Brittenôs popular Christmas choral work. 

22. Which Tchaikovsky ballet is associated with the Christmas season? 

23. Who wrote the 1854 Christmas oratorio called LôEnfance de Christ? 

24. Which band released the song Do They Know Its Christmas in 1984? 

Celebrations 

25. Which fowl was popular for Christmas dinner before the turkey? 

26. Which family first made the Christmas tree a popular decoration? 

27. Who was the original Santa Claus? 

28. On which date do the Dutch hold a major celebration in his honour? 

29. Which nation celebrates the New Year first? 

30. When does the Chinese New Year start in 2026? 
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Porthywaen Silver Band Brings Festive Cheer 

to Oswestry and Beyond! 

Porthywaen Silver Band is gearing up for a busy and musical 

start to the festive season, bringing their traditional brass sounds and 

Christmas cheer to several local events throughout December. 

The Band warmly invites everyone to come and enjoy their 

performances as they usher in Christmas. 

Upcoming festive performances: 

The band's December schedule is packed with opportunities to 

catch them in action: 

Thursday, December 4th: Trefonen WI Christmas Party 

The band will be helping the ladies of Trefonen WI get into the holiday 

spirit at their annual Christmas gathering. 

Saturday, December 6th: Oswestry Christmas Parade 

Look out for Porthywaen Silver Band as they march through the streets, 

adding a vibrant musical soundtrack to Oswestry's spectacular annual 

Christmas Parade. This is a brilliant event for the whole family. 

Sunday, December 7th: Oswestry Santa Run 

Supporting a fantastic cause, the band will be providing motivational 

music for the runners (and maybe a few carols!) at the popular Oswestry 

Santa Run. 

Saturday, December 20th: Christmas Concert with Penybontfawr 

Choir 

The main event! Join the band for their much-anticipated annual 

Christmas Concert at Hope Church, Oswestry. This evening promises a 

wonderful selection of festive music, carols, and brass band classics, 

guaranteed to put you in the true Christmas mood. 

The Secretary of Porthywaen Silver Band, Margaret Herbert, encourages 

local residents to support these events. 

óWe are thrilled to be playing such a central role in the local Christmas 

celebrations once again. We love performing for our community, and we 

hope to see many familiar and new faces at our events, especially our 

Christmas Concert on the 20th!ô 

For more information on the band and updates about ticket sales for the 

Christmas Concert, please follow us on Facebook or https://

www.porthywaensilverband.co.uk/. 
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Poetry Group 

Novemberôs meeting had the theme of óFire and 
Fireworksô. We discussed poems by Edith Sitwell, 
Dominic Windram, Laurence Binyon, Enid Blyton, 
Amy Lowell, Ellie Smith, Daryn Rees-Jones, Anon, 
Nicole Dawn and Philip Morgan - and AI! We chose 
Laurence Binyonôs poem óThe Burning of the Leavesô 
to share with you. 

Next monthôs theme is óIce & Snowô.  

New members are very welcome. If you are 

interested, just come along and see what you think. Eiluned 

(07539469413) or Carol (07946263824) would be happy to give you 

details. 

 Martin Fisher 

 The Burning of the Leaves 

Now is the time for the burning of the leaves. 
They go to the fire; the nostril pricks with smoke 

Wandering slowly into a weeping mist. 
Brittle and blotched, ragged and rotten sheaves! 
A flame seizes the smouldering ruin and bites 
On stubborn stalks that crackle as they resist. 

 
The last hollyhockôs fallen tower is dust; 
All the spices of June are a bitter reek, 
All the extravagant riches spent and mean. 
All burns! The reddest rose is a ghost; 

Sparks whilr up, to expire in the mist: the wild 
Fingers of fire are making corruption clean. 

 
Now is the time for stripping the spirit bare, 
Time for the burning of days ended and done, 
Idle solace of things that have gone before: 
Rootless hope and fruitless desire are there; 

Let them go to the fire, with never a look behind. 
The world that was ours is a world that is ours no more. 

 
They will come again, the leaf and the flower, to arise 
From squalor of rottenness into the old splendour, 
And magical scents to a wondering memory bring; 
The same glory, to shine upon different eyes. 
Earth cares for her own ruins, naught for ours. 
Nothing is certain, only the certain spring. 

 

                      Laurence Binyon 
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In Memoriam by Alfred Lord Tennyson 

This excerpt from Tennysonôs In Memoriam (1850) celebrates the end of 

the Old Year and the beginning of the New. Tennyson wrote In Memoriam 

to commemorate the death of Arthur Henry Hallam, his brother-in-law, 

who died at the age of 22. It was traditional in Victorian times to ring a 

peal starting at midnight on 31st December to mark the change from one 

year to another, and this is clearly what Tennyson 

had in mind. According to local legend, the 'wild 

bells' in question were the bells of Waltham Abbey 

(pictured), heard by Tennyson one stormy night 

when it is said the bells were being swung by the 

wind rather than deliberately.  

There have been a number of musical settings. My 

favourite is the classic one by Percy Fletcher, first published in 1914. 

 

Jane Anstey 

 

vêĂâ ĉĥġŬ ĳêûÓ Ì×ûûĜŬ ġĉ ġç× ĳêûÓ ĜøĹŬ 

   ~ç× ņĹêĂâ ÍûĉĥÓŬ ġç× áĘĉĜġĹ ûêâçġŭ 

   ~ç× Ĺ×ÀĘ êĜ ÓĹêĂâ êĂ ġç× ĂêâçġŮ 

vêĂâ ĉĥġŬ ĳêûÓ Ì×ûûĜŬ ÀĂÓ û×ġ çêā Óê×ū 

vêĂâ ĉĥġ ġç× ĉûÓŬ ĘêĂâ êĂ ġç× Ă×ĳŬ 

   vêĂâŬ çÀĕĕĹ Ì×ûûĜŬ ÀÍĘĉĜĜ ġç× ĜĂĉĳŭ 

   ~ç× Ĺ×ÀĘ êĜ âĉêĂâŬ û×ġ çêā âĉŮ 

vêĂâ ĉĥġ ġç× áÀûĜ×Ŭ ĘêĂâ êĂ ġç× ġĘĥ×ū 

vêĂâ ĉĥġ ġç× âĘê×á ġçÀġ ĜÀĕĜ ġç× 
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   vêĂâ ĉĥġ ġç× á×ĥÓ ĉá ĘêÍç ÀĂÓ ĕĉĉĘŬ 
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¯êġç Ĝĳ××ġ×Ę āÀĂĂ×ĘĜŬ ĕĥĘ×Ę ûÀĳĜū 

vêĂâ ĉĥġ ġç× ĳÀĂġŬ ġç× ÍÀĘ×Ŭ ġç× ĜêĂŬ 

   ~ç× áÀêġçû×ĜĜ ÍĉûÓĂ×ĜĜ ĉá ġç×       

    ġêā×ĜŮ 

   vêĂâ ĉĥġŬ ĘêĂâ ĉĥġ āĹ āĉĥĘĂáĥû     

   ĘçĹā×Ĝ 
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vêĂâ ĉĥġ ĉûÓ ĜçÀĕ×Ĝ ĉá áĉĥû ÓêĜ×ÀĜ×Ů 
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     âĉûÓŮ 

   vêĂâ ĉĥġ ġç× ġçĉĥĜÀĂÓ ĳÀĘĜ ĉá      

     ĉûÓŬ 
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   ~ç× ûÀĘâ×Ę ç×ÀĘġŬ ġç× øêĂÓûê×Ę çÀĂÓŮ 
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            !ûáĘ×Ó ZĉĘÓ ~×ĂĂĹĜĉĂ 
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Please check the Barley Mowôs Facebook page for their activities and 

opening times over Christmas and the New Year! - Ed. 
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A Fun Sing-along Evening 

Tony Wright, an ex-DJ from Treflach, has recently written an amusing 
book about pop music in the 1950s and 1960s. As a result of giving local 
talks about his book he has noticed that the audience love singing along 
with the music snippets that are included in the talk. From this, the idea 
came about to stage a sing-along evening. The evening comprises 
approximately 70 well-known songs for the audience to join in. As Tony 
states, óIf you donôt know the words you can still la-la!ô 

Just to be clear, this is not karaoke, itôs just a village hall full of people 
joining in with big past hits that lend themselves to sing-along. There 
may even be a little room to spare if any audience members wish to 
dance. 

To keep things simple, those attending are asked to bring their own food 

and drink as required. There will not be a bar.  

The records to be played are mainly from the late 1950s to the late 

1980s. These are a few examples:  

Hey Jude ï The Beatles         Dirty Old Town ï The Pogues   
      Sweet Caroline ï Neil Diamond  Hey Baby ï DJ Otzi  
       Que Sera Sera (Whatever Will Be, Will Be) ï Doris Day 
      500 Miles ï The Proclaimers       Summer Holiday ï Cliff Richard 
      Come on Eileen ï Dexyôs Midnight  Runners     
   My Boy Lollipop - Millie        We are the Champions ï Queen  
      Doo Wah Diddy Diddy ï Manfred  Mann   
      YMCA ï The Village People       Rock Around the Clock ï Bill Hayley 
      Delilah ï Tom Jonesé and many more! 
 

The evening takes place on Saturday 6 December from 6.45pm to 

10.30pm at Trefonen Village Hall, School Lane, Trefonen, Oswestry, SY10 

9DY (see poster on p.40). Tickets are just Ã5 each and are available from 

Trefonen Village Shop or from Tony Wright on 01691 653307 or Val 

Smout on 01691 657011. Any remaining tickets will be available on the 

door. All proceeds go to the upkeep of the village hall. 
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Advertisement feature 

 

Offaôs Dyke Reflexology & Holistic Therapies 

 
Christmas festive bargains: 

1. Book from now to the end of December to enter the draw for free 

treatment in January. 

2. From 15th December to end of February Iôm offering 15% off normal 

prices. 

3. Book 4 treatments as a gift to yourself or someone else for Ã150, to 
be taken by end March (this needs to be up front payment) great for 
Christmas ideas! 

More details in the advertisement below. 

Booking and enquiries: 07581 263877  

or email: offasdykereflexology@hotmail.com 
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PRAYER POINTERS FOR DECEMBER & JANUARY 

Heavenly Father, let us give thanks as we remember all the good things 

that have happened to us this year, for small acts of kindness, for 

friendship and for families. 

We also remember the comfort you bring when life has been difficult, 

when circumstances have changed or when we have lost loved ones. 

As we look to a new year and whatever that may hold, Lord bless and 

guide us in all we do. 

During Advent, help us to prepare for Jesusô birth, rejoice as we 

celebrate his coming on Christmas Day, and let us take that love and 

hope into the new year. 

Amen. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Christmas Prayer  

by Robert Louis Stevenson (1850-1894) 

Loving Father, help us remember the birth of Jesus, that we may share 

in the song of angels, the gladness of the shepherds, and the worship 

of the wise men. 

Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over the world. Let 

kindness come with every gift and good desires with every greeting. 

Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings and teach us to 

be merry with clear hearts. May the Christmas morning make us happy 

to be thy children, and the Christmas evening bring us to our beds with 

grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesusô sake, Amen.  

From the Registers 

All Saints Trefonen 

Baptisms: 

Sunday 19th October, Norah Hazel Grace Fenn, daughter of Stephen & Sarah 

Sunday 2nd November, Lily Clementine Edwards, daughter of Jonathan & 
Philippa 

St Michaelôs Llanyblodwel 

Burial of Ashes:  

Saturday 25th October, Mary Jean Davies, from Manchester, buried with her 
husband (local connection) 
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Llanyblodwel & Porthywaen Village Hall Events 

Our panto this year is Red Riding Hood, on 3rd January at the Village Hall 

(Memorial Institute). The event is put on each year for the benefit of the 

local community, and we would be grateful for your support as some 

years we donôt cover our costs. All monies raised go to support the 

Village Hall and so losses affect us all!  

  

The pantomime is put on by a professional company, Chaplins, and is 

particularly designed for younger children.  

  

See poster opposite for all the details! 

  

Thanks for your support.  
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A Tribute to Joan Parry  

(3rd October 1939ī1st October 2025) 

This tribute to Joan Parry, who lived in Trefonen for many years before 

her death in October, is a slightly edited transcript of one of the three 

tributes given at her Thanksgiving Service at All Saints Church Trefonen 

on 5th November 2025. It concerns the part of her life spent here in 

Trefonen, and was written by K Kimber, churchwarden of All Saints 

Trefonen and longstanding friend of Joanôs. The photo opposite shows 

Joan in younger years, in Surrey. 

 

Joan Parryôs love of music was evident throughout her life.  At the time of her 

retirement, she was Head (Director) of Music at Woking College, where she had 

worked for many years. There are students who remember her with great fondness 

and huge respect, and they have kept in touch with her.  She inspired learners and 

quietly challenged them to perform to standards which they had not thought 

attainable.   

When she and Jill moved to Trefonen, a place about which they knew next to 

nothing, they first lived at the Carven.  Many people visited and admired their 

garden, which was opened on several occasions, and many hours were spent 

developing and maintaining it. The care and affection for the wildlife, the birds in 

particular, remained with her and she greatly appreciated her surroundings, and her 

successive gardens.   

Joan brought to her life at Trefonen church those same talents which had underpin 

her professional endeavours. Those who were persuaded into choirs, and music 

groups, soon found themselves tackling a wide range of musical pieces. Joan sought 

to engage people in the choice of music for an event or festival, and the various 

groups quickly developed a camaraderie, a commitment to practice ï and learn the 

words ï and above all a determination to rise to the occasion and not let her down.  

Her acknowledgment of everyoneôs efforts was always prompt and clearly sincere.  

She more than earned peopleôs respect, and they had fun. 

She contributed in so many ways to the life and activities of the church, some little 

known.  She played for baptisms, weddings and funerals.  People enjoyed carols and 

sing songs she accompanied, particularly at the Community Caf®. She led a well-

attended house group on Wednesday afternoons. She was a pillar of the Mission 

Group. Her faith and prayerfulness were very evident, as was her strength.   

Joan brought warmth, a smile and a good listening ear to her relationships with 

people.   She was always ready to help and lend a hand.  She never sought the lime 

light, but her absence from activities and services during the last few months has 
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clearly demonstrated that her presence and contribution were critical and 

exceptional.  She is hugely missed.  Joan was much loved and she definitely lives 

on in our hearts. 

K Kimber 


