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Border Group of Parishes 
Llanyblodwel, Llanymynech, Morton & Trefonen 

Rector:  Currently vacant 

Benefice Administrator:  Helen Parish, bordergroupadmin@hotmail.co.uk 

 Helen will be in the office (the church office in All Saints Trefonen) each Thursday, 

 9.30amī2.30pm.  Address for mail: The Administrator, All Saints' Church, 

 Oswestry Road, Trefonen, Oswestry,  SY10 9DG. 

Benefice website: borderparishes.org.uk 

Principal church contacts: 

Trefonen: 

PCC Secretary:    Helen Parish , helen-parish1@hotmail.co.uk,  01691 670979 
    

Churchwardens: K Kimber, bobnkkimber@btinternet.com,01691 679646;         
              Malcolm Kirk, malcolm.ref1170@gmail.com,   01691 688595 
 

Safeguarding:    Jeanne Bradley  jeannemccarley@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Llanyblodwel: 

PCC Secretary:  Sioned Lindsay  sioned@gmail.com, 07775 437101 
 

Churchwardens:  Roger Taylor  roger@blodwell.com , 07967 652217;  
               Alec Gordon  alecgordon@btinternet.com, 07970 544945  
 

Safeguarding:  Sioned Lindsay  sioned@gmail.com, 07775 437101  

Bookings and events:  St.Michaels.Llanyblodwel@gmail.com  

Church services 

See p.4 for the times of services at All Saints Trefonen and St Michaelôs Llanyblodwel 

in November.    

 

Magazine team: 

 Content editor  & layouts:    J aney Fisher 

 Assistant editor:            Georgia Cunningham 

 Proofreading:             Martin Fisher and Isobel Fisher 

 Facebook page:            Janey Fisher/Isobel Fisher 

 Advertiser contact:         Barry Evans 

For all of the above, use: trefonenparishmagazine@gmail.com 

The magazine exists in b/w print, available from the Trefonen Village Shop, the 

Barley Mow Inn, Trefonen Village Hall, and both All Saints Trefonen and St 

Michaelôs Llanyblodwel churches. It can also be read online and downloaded as a 

pdf file (in full colour) at either www.borderparishes.org.uk or www.trefonen.org.   

Images on the cover and pp.7, 26 and 33 from Freepik are used by permission. 



 о 

 

 From the Editor 

In Novemberôs issue this year we are focusing on that often-

forgotten season, Advent, which this year begins at the end of 

the month on the 30th, and our cover picture is of Advent 

candles. As Thought for the Month, Iôve included a slightly 

edited version of the Dean of Lichfieldôs thoughts on the Advent 

season, with its themes of light and truth (p.10).  In another thoughtful 

contribution, K Kimber reflects on some other regular features of this month ï 

Halloweôen, All Souls and All Saints, and Remembrance (p.22), as aspects of our 

responses to the end of life which we all have to face; while Betty Steele shares 

with us a very unusual Bible Introduction, to Psalm 23 (p.5).   

On the subject of autumn activities outside, the Garden Club share some thoughts 

on November gardening, plus an update on their potato competition (p.34); 

Harriet Carty writes about amphibians and reptiles overwintering in churchyards 

(Godôs Acre, p.13); and thereôs news of the Trefonen Fire Festival (p.8). 

Many of our other regular contributors have provided items, including Ann 

Hindley on a surprise visit to the canal at Pontcysyllte (p.6); a report on Trefonen 

WIôs October open meeting (p.39); plus news from Trefonen School (p.32) and 

Bryn Offa School (p.36). There is an update on fundraising events held at the 

Community Caf® in September and October (p.28). As well as our regular offering 

from the Poetry Group (p.19), we have a Poem for Remembrance Day shared by 

Abie Tudor (p.26). Our puzzle page, and (new this issue) a colouring page, are on 

pp.30 and 31.   

In addition to the famous Trefonen Fire Festival on 7th November (p.9), this 

monthôs events include the Film Club ï The Penguin Lessons ï on the 15th (see 

p.25), Bryn Tanat Hallôs ticketed Christmas shopping experience on the 19th 

(p.15), and the Toy Service (a joint service for all four churches in the Benefice) on 

Advent Sunday itself, 30th November (p.33). The magazine is happy to print 

posters of any local event (space permitting), and if these arenôt available in time 

for our magazine deadline (10th of the previous month), we can publicise such 

events via our Facebook page, which also contains reminders and updates of 

matters published in the magazine itself. 

If you are thinking of contributing an article, whether itôs highlighting a local issue, 

advertising the activities of a local organisation or an event, or reporting on a 

meeting or activity undertaken locally, please read the Notes for Contributors on 

p.50. This tells you all you need to know about fact-checking, photo permissions, 

plagiarism and so on. If you have any other queries, contact us at 

trefonenparishmagazine@gmail.com, and we will try to help. Advertisers, please 

get in touch with Barry at the same address, for information about advertising in 

the magazine, help with artwork, etc. 

Janey Fisher 
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Church Services in Trefonen and 

Llanyblodwel, November 2025 

Date  All Saints 
Trefonen 

St Michaelôs 
Llanyblodwel 

 

Sunday 2nd 
November 

All Saints 

5ŀƴƛŜƭ тΥм-оΣмр-му  
9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ мΥмм-ŜƴŘ  
[ǳƪŜ сΥнл-ом  

10.00am  

Morning Worship 

Patronal Festival 

 

K Kimber 

11.00am  

Holy Communion 

 

Rev. John Reeves 

With Rebecca Colpus 

Sunday 9th 
November 

Remembrance 

Sunday 

Wƻō мфΥ но-нтŀ  
н ¢ƘŜǎǎΦ нΥм-рΣ мо-ŜƴŘ 
[ǳƪŜ нлΥ- нт-оу   

9.30am  

Remembrance Service 

Linda Gladman 

10.50 Service at the 

Memorial Cross 

Peter Woollam 

10.15am  

Remembrance Service 

 

Abie Tudor 

Sunday 16th 
November 

aŀƭŀŎƘƛ пΥ м-нŀ  
н ¢ƘŜǎǎΦ оΥ с-мо 
[ǳƪŜ нмΥр-мф   

10.00am  

Holy Communion 

Rev. Adrian Bailey 

With K Kimber 

11.00am  

Morning Worship  

 

Rebecca Colpus 

Sunday 23rd 
November 
Christ the King 

WŜǊŜƳƛŀƘ ноΥ м-с  

/ƻƭƻǎǎƛŀƴǎ мΥ мм-нл  

[ǳƪŜ ноΥ оо-по  

10.00am  

Morning Worship 

 

Chris Kirk 

11.00am  

Morning Worship 

 

Abie Tudor 

Sunday 30th 

November 

Advent Sunday 

LǎŀƛŀƘ нΥ м-р  
wƻƳŀƴǎ моΥмм-ŜƴŘ  
aŀǧƘŜǿ нпΥ ос-пп  

10.30am 

 Benefice Toy Service 
at Morton 

Archdeacon Rev. Nick 
Watson 

With Paddy Martin  

NO SERVICE AT 
TREFONEN 

10.30am 

 Benefice Toy Service 
at Morton 

Archdeacon Rev. Nick 
Watson 

With Paddy Martin  

NO SERVICE AT 
LLANYBLODWEL 
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Bible Introductions: What Psalm 23 Is About 

The Lord is my Shepherd                       Relationship 

I shall not want                               Provision 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures      Rest 

He leadeth me beside still waters                Refreshment 

He restoreth my soul                          Healing 

He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness      Guidance 

For His nameôs sake                           Purpose 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death                          Testing 

I will fear no evil                              Protection 

For thou art with me                           Faithfulness 

Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me           Discipline 

Thou preparest a table before me in the 

     presence of mine enemies                 Hope 

Thou anointest my head with oil                Consecration 

My cup runneth over                          Abundance 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

     all the days of my life                     Blessing 

And I will dwell in the house of the Lord          Security 

Forever                                      Eternity 

Anon. 

In the left hand column above are the 

verses of the 23rd Psalm. In the right-

hand column is the theme for each 

line.  

Betty Steele 

  

  

  

   

The illustration (left)was lettered by Debbie 

Peterson at the Elements Studio of Design. - 

Ed. 
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Lifeôs Unexpected Surprises 

 

We recently received a phone call from a 
friend who lives in the Lake District saying 
she would be in Chirk for a weekend and 
would we like to meet up. Of course, the 
answer was yes, but we had no idea that a 
Trevor Canal Event was taking place!  

There were narrow boats selling all sorts of 
canal paraphernalia. Sadly we didn't need 
anything, as we no longer have a boat, but it 
was nice to look and recall a few memories! 
As we crossed the Pontycysyllte on foot, we 
were suddenly treated to a rendition of 
Bread of Heaven. Practising on a football 
field below was the Fron Male Voice Choir!  
We paused mid-aquaduct to join in, but I 
doubt the choir heard us, as the wind will 
have carried the sound of our voices out in 
all directions! It was extremely windy and 
quite chilly, so they weren't to be envied! 
 
We had a coffee at the Canal butty boat and 
made our way back to the Trevor Wharf, 
where we were just in time to catch the 
choir reassembling to entertain us again. 
This time it was the real performance, no 
doubt enhanced by their very chilly practice 
session beforehand! 
 
We also paid a visit to the museum and tried our best to pronounce the 
very Welsh name of the aqueduct! I'm issuing you a challenge to 
pronounce the name correctly as follows: 

Pontcysyllte or óPont-kuh-Suhl-teeô! 

Proficiency points to be awarded!  Good luck all!    

       Ann Hindley 

Announcement: Joan Parry (1940ī2025) 

We were very sad to learn that Joan Parry died on 1st October. She has 
been a very good friend, and for many, many years the leading light of 
music in All Saints Church. She inspired and encouraged all with whom 
she came into contact.  

Our thoughts and prayers are with her family and Jill.  

In the December/January issue of the magazine we hope to publish a 
fitting tribute to Joan - Ed. 
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Trefonen Fire Festival 

 It's that time of year again already, when the 
 Fire Festival committee present their Bonfire 
 Extravaganza, including professional fireworks 
 display, on Friday 7th November, at the 
 playing fields in Trefonen. 

 The event will also have lots of other activities 
 going on such as music, children's rides, 
 candyfloss, fun stalls, hot food and drinks plus 
 beers and wines. 

 Entry is free but we hope those attending will 
 make a cash donation to the numerous, 
 authorised collectors armed with their orange 
 buckets. This is a ónot for profitô event with all 
 proceeds being ploughed back into next yearôs 
 display. 

 The fun starts at 6.00pm and we do hope you 
 will come and join in! 
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Thought for the Month: Light and Truth 

Much as Iôd prefer not to think about Christmas presents and cards until 

the week before Christmas, the reality is that as soon as Bonfire Night 

and Remembrance Sunday are over, I must procrastinate no longer! Poor 

Advent. Itôs lost in the mists of time, its season of spiritual preparation 

for Christmas overtaken by ever exotic Advent Calendars, their 

numbered windows promising expensive ótreatsô to help us to get 

through the stress of Christmas preparations. Iôve even seen a cheese-a-

day Advent calendar. Seriously, who thought of that one? 

Here at Lichfield Cathedral we do all we can to keep the Sundays of 

Advent special, beginning with the hauntingly beautiful Advent Carol 

Service. But then we go ófull blingô with the Christmas Light Show and 

the Christmas Tree Festival. Theyôre ever popular, a seasonal ómustô in 

many peopleôs diaries. And at the heart of both, is a search for the light 

in the midst of the darkness. Physical light in the long nights of winter. 

And spiritual light in a world which feels chaotic and dark.  

One of my favourite worship songs is óChrist be our Lightô by Bernadette 

Farrell. Itôs beautiful. If you donôt know it and have access to the 

internet, do search for it.  

,ÏÎÇÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÌÉÇÈÔȟ ×Å ×ÁÉÔ ÉÎ ÄÁÒËÎÅÓÓȢ 

,ÏÎÇÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÒÕÔÈȟ ×Å ÔÕÒÎ ÔÏ ÙÏÕȢ 
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This is why, I think, so many people come to Church at Christmas, 

during the shortest days of the year. Our ancestors prayed that the sun 

would return. Christians search for the Son ï the one who is the Light of 

the World. Light and truth are in short supply at the moment ï but in 

Jesus we can know both. 

So many people are lonely at Christmas. So many are searching for 

somewhere to belong. Christians belong to one big family, made brothers 

and sisters through baptism. Who might we invite this Christmas to 

ócome and seeô? Invite them to a carol service, or a social event at 

church, or even take them to see a Christmas Tree festival or a 

Christmas Light Show. The worst that can happen is that they say no, so 

whatôs to lose? 

The Advent season begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas Day ï 

in 2025, that is November 30th. Lichfield Cathedralôs programme of 

worship and events for Advent and Christmas can be found on the 

cathedral website: www.lichfield-cathedral.org.  

A blessed Advent from us  all at Lichfield  Cathedral.  

 Rt Revd Jan McFarlane, Dean of 

Lichfield  
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Overwintering Reptiles and Amphibians 

Churchyards, chapel yards and cemeteries are great places to find 
both amphibians and reptiles. These two groups include frogs, toads, 
newts, lizards and snakes. The first three can come as a surprise, as 
burial grounds rarely have ponds in them, but actually, frogs, toads 
and newts spend much of their time on land. All three use ponds 
mainly for breeding and laying spawn. Amphibians (frogs, toads and 
newts) and reptiles (lizards and snakes) all hibernate, except for some 
individuals in particularly mild winters. So, whilst some amphibians 
may overwinter within ponds, most find suitable spots on land. 

Both amphibians and reptiles need to overwinter in places that are 
frost-free and unlikely to flood. They need to be protected from 
predators and from disturbance. This protection might be within the 
soil, perhaps in a crack caused by grave subsidence or beneath tree 
roots. It might be found under stones and grave kerbs or inside a 
chest tomb with a suitable hole or crack to clamber in. Maybe under a 
pile of leaves, between the stones of a wall or inside a pile of 
deadwood. Woodland soil, with shade and leaves, can be particularly 
good. 

One of the differences between amphibians and reptiles is in their 
skin. Amphibians have smooth skin which can look velvety or have a 
bumpy, warty texture. Their skin is permeable, which means they can 
dry out. When on land, they need to keep moist, so they overwinter in 
damp and shady spots, often under leaves or deadwood. Reptiles have 
scales and impermeable skin, so they donôt need damp spots and may 
use compost heaps as well as cracks in walls and monuments. 
Amphibian skin can also pick up chemicals easily. Herbicides, 
pesticides and fertilisers can be fatal, making burial grounds and their 
lack of chemicals particularly suitable. N.B. You may see coloured 
frogs that have picked up the colour of the soil where they overwinter; 
these can be quite brightly coloured red, orange or yellow. 

Try to imagine that you are an amphibian or reptile and take a good 
look around your local churchyard or cemetery, and youôll probably 
see that it's full of good spots to hibernate. You can add to that 
number. How about making a dead hedge or pile of deadwood in a 
shady spot? Do you have a compost heap? Try not to empty it after 
the end of October in case it's in use for overwintering. Tussocks of 
coarse grass and grassland plants like hogweed, particularly when 
next to a wall, are favoured by slow worms, probably the most 
common reptile found in burial grounds. Shrubs and scrub often offer 
suitable nooks and crannies at their base. 

By November itôs likely that amphibians and 
reptiles will be tucked safely away, although the 
timing does depend on the temperature in a 
particular year, but itôs nice to know that they 
might be there awaiting the warmer weather of 
spring. 

Harriet Carty, Diocesan Churchyard 
Environmental Advisor, harriet@cfga.org.uk 

mailto:harriet@cfga.org.uk
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St Michaelôs Llanyblodwel  
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Poetry Group 

In October our theme was óIslandsô. The poets discussed included W.H. 

Auden, John Davidson, W.B. Yeats, Mary Wilson, Thomas Dibdin, Imtiaz 

Duark, C.P. Cavafy, Dorothy Parker, Rin Ishigak, Lord Byron and John 

Donne. The poem we chose to share with you was the famous Donne 

poem, óNo Man Is an Islandô. 

Our next meeting will have the theme óFire and Fireworksô. New members 

are very welcome. If you are interested, just come along and see what 

you think. Eiluned (07539469413) or Carol (07946263824) would be 

happy to hear from you. 

 Martin Fisher 

 

No Man is an Island 

No man is an island, 
Entire of itself; 

Every man is a piece of the continent, 
A part of the main. 

 
If a clod be washed away by the sea, 

Europe is the less, 
As well as if a promontory were: 
As well as if a manor of thy friend's 

Or of thine own were. 
 

Any man's death diminishes me, 
Because I am involved in mankind. 

And therefore never send to know for whom the bell tolls; 
It tolls for thee. 

John Donne 
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Prayer Pointers for the Community 
 

We pray for casualties of war, those that bear the scars both physically 

and emotionally. May they find healing and a purpose in life. 

We give thanks for all those organisations that support ex-servicemen 

and women. Help us remember the sacrifice made by ordinary men and 

women for the security of our land. 

For healing and peace where there is division and mistrust in our 

society. 

Accept our prayers. Amen. 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 

O, Lord, remember not only the men and women of good will, but also 

those of ill will. But do not remember all the suffering they have 

inflicted on us; remember the fruits we have borne, thanks to this 

suffering ï our comradeship, our loyalty, our courage, our generosity, 

the greatness of heart which has grown out of all this, and when they 

come to judgement let all the fruits which we have borne be their 

forgiveness. 

Prayer written by an unknown prisoner in Ravensbr¿ck Concentration 

Camp and left by the body of a dead child 
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Some Reflections on the End of Life 
 

The end of October and beginning of November is a busy time.   

We start with Halloweôen, at the end of October. How many children who 
knock on doors around our villages and who look forward to óTrick or 
Treat?ô know where these activities come from? Do they stop to wonder 
why the lights are on that evening in the church? It is the eve of, or 
evening before, All Hallowsô Day, now known as All Saintsô Day. Halloweôen 
now includes many traditions that are largely non-religious and influenced 
by pagan festivals like Samhain. This pre-Christian Celtic festival marked 
the end of summer and harvest, and the beginning of winter. People would 
light bonfires and wear costumes to ward off ghosts. 

All Hallowtide was a holiday and the Church saw this as a time to focus on 
remembering the dead. It has developed into two festivals. On 1st 
November, All Saintsô Day, saints and martyrs are remembered, with 
respect and gratitude. On 2nd November, All Soulsô Day, we remember all 
those who have died. They are remembered with love; their spiritual 
presence is acknowledged. Common sentiments include praying for their 
souls, celebrating their lives, and affirming that they live on in our 
memory, not in sorrow. Many people here put flowers on the graves of 
their loved ones. In France people travel long distances to visit their 
parentsô graves and the markets are a blaze of colour, nothing but 
chrysanthemums.   

And then just over a week later we have Remembrance Sunday, when we 
honour the service, sacrifice and commitment of so many who gave and 
give their lives in times of conflict, and particularly two World Wars.  It is 
reassuring to observe how much this matters to our young people who, in 
schools and colleges, discuss the importance of the memorial celebrations.  
This year they have current areas of conflict and disturbance to reflect on, 
as do we all. 
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As I pondered over these events, and our recent focus on the end of life, 
I remembered the writing of Ann Lewin, whom I sometimes quoted when 
I led our short morning service in College. Thinking about all life coming 
to an end and the impact of death is challenging and can be worrying.  
Students discussed this idea. What do you make of it? 

 

Cloud of witnesses 

By Ann Lewin 

What if time is not a continuous line, 

But a series of concentric circles. 

Then human life would be é. more like an appearance 

In a vast arena, where all the actors 

Play their part under the brilliant lights,  

Then fade into the auditorium, beyond the glare, 

Making space for new arrivals. 

We laugh and love, and struggle to make sense of  

Half a script, finding the writing  

Difficult to read, frustrated in our effort 

By the inability of others 

To get their lines right, or their sheer  

Obstructiveness; ad-libbing our way 

Out of difficult situations, 

Rejoicing when all goes well. 

And all around us, those who 

Have had their turn, or 

Wait in trepidation for their cue, 

Watch, supporting us with sympathetic  

Tears or laughter, urging us on 

In loving fellowship. 

 
Then, when the play is over,  

And the lights go up, we shall meet them and have time, 

Or will it be eternity, to enjoy 

Their company. Time too to meet the Author, 

And discuss our part, learning the value of 

Our contribution, which had never been in doubt  

In his mind, only in our faltering confidence. 

K Kimber 
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b. tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ¢ƘŜ .ŀǊƭŜȅ aƻǿΩǎ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜ ƻǊ ǇƘƻƴŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜǎ 

ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ ŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΦ  - 9ŘΦ 
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Flicks in the Sticks:  

The Penguin Lessons 

  

Based on real events, The Penguin Lessons relates the story 

of an Englishman teaching (rather badly) at a school in 

Argentina in the late 1970s, who accidentally befriends a penguin. 

Needless to say, the penguin gets himself and his friend into all kinds of 

trouble during that turbulent period of Argentinian history, to hilarious 

effect. The 2024 film stars Steve Coogan and Jonathan Pryce and is 

directed by Peter Cattaneo (The Full Monty and Military Wives). Both 

funny and touching, this is a film about a relationship between an 

animal and a human being, and the deep changes (at least in the 

human) that can result. 

If you havenôt already experienced the 

friendly communal cinematic experience 

of Trefonenôs film club, complete with 

interval bar, coffee/tea hatch, and raffle, 

perhaps now is the time to give it a try! 

  

Cost: Ã5 per person  

Venue: Trefonen Village Hall 

Date: 15th October 2025 

Time: 7.30pm 

Regular Events at Trefonen Village Hall 

NB There is an entry charge for some of these events. 

The Community Caf® is open every Tuesday morning from 10.00 to 

11.30am (see p.36).  

Trefonen Football Club run a bingo session in the village hall every 

Monday evening except bank holidays starting at 7.30pm. 

Trefonen & District Garden Club meets 3rd Thursday most months - this 

month 16th October, starting at 7.30pm (see advertisement p.34).  

Whist Drives take place every 4th Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm. 
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A Poem For Remembrance Day  

 
ñPlease wear a poppyò, the old lady said  
And held one forth, but I shook my head.  

Then I stopped and watched, to see how sheôd fare 
 Her face was old, and lined with care,  
Yet beneath the scars the years had made  
There remained a smile that refused to fade.  

 
A boy came whistling down the street  
Bounding along on his carefree feet.  
His smile was full of joy and fun  
ñLadyò he said, ñcan I have one?ò  
As she pinned it on I heard him say  
ñWhy do we wear the poppy today?ò  
The lady smiled in her wistful way  

And answered ñthis is Remembrance Day  
The poppy is the symbol for the gallant men and women who died in the war. 

 And because they did, we are free,   
thatôs why we wear the poppy you see.  

 
óI had a boy about your size,  

with golden hair and big blue eyes.  
He loved to play and jump and shout,  
free as a bird he would race about.  

As the years went by he learnt and grew,  
and became a man as you will too., 

He was fine and strong with a boyish smile, 
But he seemed to be with us a such a short while.  

When the war broke out he went away,  
I can still remember his face that day.  
When he smiled at me and said ñgoodbye,  
I will be back soon, so please donôt cry.ò  

 
But the war went on and he had to stay  
All I could do was wait and pray.  
His letters told of an awful fight 

I can see it still in my dreams at night  
With the tanks and guns and the cruel barbed wire  
And the mines and bullets, the bombs and the fire. 

 Until at last the war was won  

And that is why we wear the poppy, son.ò  
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The small boy turned as if to go  
Then stopped and said ñThank you, lady, Iôm glad I know.  

That sure did sound like an awful fight,  
But your son, did he come home all right?ò 
A tear rolled down each faded cheek, 
She shook her head but didnôt speak.  
I slunk away, head bowed in shame,  

And if you were me, youôd have done the same,  
For our thanks in giving is often delayed  

Though our freedom was bought by those who paid.  
 

And so, when you see a poppy worn  
Let us reflect on the burden borne  
By those who gave their precious all  
When asked to answer that duty call  
That we at home, in peace may live.  

Then wear a poppy, remember, and give. 

 !ƴƻƴ 
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Fundraising Event at the Community Caf®,  

14th October 

We had a successful, well supported morning, including a group of pupils 

from Trefonen School at the caf®, with the WI running the cake and 

produce stall, which raised Ã221.43 together with the refreshment 

donations of Ã73.02, making a total of Ã294.45 for Severn Hospice.  

From the Registers 

Baptisms 

St Michael's, Llanyblodwel:  

 Sunday 28th September - Bertie Genevieve Petit-Broomhead,         

 daughter of Andre & Chloe 

 Saturday 4th October - Eleri May Jean Jones, daughter of Jonathan &  

 Chloe 

All Saints Trefonen: 

  Sunday 5th October - Sylvie Elsa Rose Cockburn, daughter of Joshua & 

 Hannah 
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Community Caf® Bring & Buy Update 
 
On Tuesday, 2nd September, a Bring & 
Buy Sale was held during the morning 
to help raise funds to send parcels out 
to Uganda and Zimbabwe. Special 
thanks to Carol and Norma for 
manning the stall. The photo shows 
Carol and Norma with the cheque. 

A total of Ã202.34 was raised, 
enabling me to send ten parcels out, 
five to Uganda and five to Zimbabwe, 
each parcel costing Ã20.25 to post 
out. Contents of the parcels included a 
variety of clothing for adults to babies, 
sanitary pads, ibuprofen and 
paracetamol tablets, soap, towels and 
baby food ï all things we take for 
granted. 

The recipients of the parcels, James in 
Uganda and Rosine and Pastor 
Brighton in Zimbabwe, have asked me 
to pass on their gratitude and 
appreciation to everyone involved. 
They will ensure that everything is distributed to needy families in their 
communities.  

Huge thanks to everyone who attended and supported this event and 
also to those who came and donated items to be included in the parcels. 
I am always very grateful but extremely humbled by everyone's 
generosity and kindness towards Africa at the cafe. However small you 
may think your donation is, I can assure you that it is greatly valued in 
Africa. James tells me often that the parcels are making a change in 
their lives, but I tell him it is down to everyone who donates a variety of 
items to me, especially at the cafe. I could not do as much without your 
support. Without thinking, you are helping so many needy people of all 
ages on the other side of the world. 

I wish I could thank the Post Office; they have just increased the cost of 
sending a parcel out to Ã26.65! 

Margaret Ethelston 

Harvest Festival Foodbank collection 

Thank you to everyone for the Foodbank items collected at the Harvest 
festval service at All Saints Trefonen. The weight of the collection was 
80kg! 
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COLOURING PAGE 

Colour in this Advent candle wreath. (Picture provided by orientaltrading.com/

freefun.) If you want, you can colour in the Trefonen Village Hall advert too! 
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PUZZLE PAGE 

Sudoku 

  

Fill in the blank squares so 

that each row, each column 

and each 3-by-3 block 

contain all of the digits 1 to 

9. Use logic and solve the 

puzzle without guesswork. 

Answer on p.43. 

  

 

 

 

(Thanks to Krazy Dad for 

allowing us to reproduce this 

puzzle. For puzzle solving tips, 

and more puzzles, visit 

Krazydad.com. ) 
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Trefonen School News  
 

The first half of Autumn term 2025 has been a busy 
time at Trefonen Primary.  

In September there was Cycle to School week and 
later this month there are three sessions of BikeAbility 
for Year 6s learning the highway code and safety on 
the roads. 

A local author visited school and all the classes got to talk to Ms Chapman 
about her book. 

Wrens had a Geography field trip to New Brighton and Puffins had one to 
Llandudno. 

The whole school is taking part in the Shropshire Youth Awareness event 
on 16th October by wearing blue. It is a campaign designed to spotlight 
the needs and potential of young people across Shropshire and Telford & 
Wrekin. 

We have our annual Running for Resources sponsored walk/run afternoon 
in October and we also have lots of clubs on at the moment from Multi 
Sports to Choir, Cross Country to Dance. 

Trefonen Primary was awarded several Oswestry In Bloom awards, one in 
the small school gardens category and one each for two excellent pupils 
who helped plant up the school planters. Well done! 

Well done too to Mrs Edwards and Mrs Morris who led the gardening 
project and went to collect the awards; we are sure there are more plans 
to brighten up the playground! 

 

Our Value of the Month for November is EMPATHY 

 

We will be thinking about:  

Empathy is seeing with the eyes of another, listening with the ears of 
another and feeling with the heart of another. 

We will be talking about Caring, Kindness, Good Manners, Respect, 
Sympathy, Understanding and Compassion 

We will be learning:         

       E ī Everybody needs somebody 

          M ī Model and Mirror 

         P ī Put yourself in their shoes 

         A ī Ask if you can help 

         T ī Treat others the way you want to be treated 

         H ī Hurtful or helpful 

         Y ī You feel better and they feel better 
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November dates 

Monday 3rd Nov        PD Day 

W/beginning 3rd Nov    Parent Meetings 

W/beginning 10th Nov   Parent Meetings and Anti-bullying week 

Tuesday 11th Nov       Remembrance Day 

Friday 14th Nov         Children in Need ï Spotty Day 

Wb 17th Nov           Maths Week England 

Tuesday 18th Nov       Individual Photographs (tbc)  

Friends of Trefonen School (FoTS) 

If you would like to get involved please contact the school on 01691 
652960 or email friendsoftrefonenschool@gmail.com 

School email: - parentcontact@trefonen.shropshire.sch.uk 

School website www.trefonenschool.co.uk    

Ms Dunleavy - Headteacher 

Thought for the month: óToo often we underestimate the power of a 
touch, a smile, a kind word, or a listening ear, an honest compliment, or 
the smallest act of caring, all of which have the potential to turn a life 
aroundô  - Leo Buscaglia 

mailto:friendsoftrefonenschool@gmail.com
mailto:parentcontact@trefonen.shropshire.sch.uk
http://www.trefonenschool.co.uk
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November Gardening 
Recently, I was given, by a keen gardener, Amorphophallus konjac, 
sometimes referred to as ódevilôs tongueô, óvoodoo lilyô, ósnake palmô or 
óelephant yamô. It is a species of flowering plant in the family Araceae.  It 
produces an edible corm, although by its common names one would 
question this. It remains to be seen whether I can successfully overwinter 
it, coming as it does from the tropics, and I am not sure about keeping it 
in the house when in flower, as it produces an unpleasant smell to attract 
flies for pollination. 

That got me thinking about common, even regional names we use for 
plants. For instance, what do you call Dicentra spectabilis? Is it óbleeding 
heartô or óDutchmanôs breechesô? Most of us would know the plant referred 
to by the former. I think few of us would refer to our native wildflowers by 
their correct Latin name, often because it is hard to get your tongue 
around the pronunciation and weôve grown up using local ones. Using 
common names can be confusing. Take Arum maculatum; do you call it 
'lords-and-ladies' or 'cuckoo-pint'? 

One of my favourites that makes children smile is Gallium aparine, better 
known as ócleaversô. A lovely Scottish lady had a far better name for it, 
that being ósticky willyô.  

Those of us who have established fruit trees have enjoyed a bumper 
harvest this year; even the squirrels are overwhelmed by the number of 
walnuts, meaning we are able to enjoy them as well for a change. My 
scrumptious apples, as I write, are slowly ripening, whereas in previous 
years they have been ahead of the James Grieve variety; even the 
quinces are ready. The Victoria plum came good for the time of year. If 
you have more apples than you 
know what to do with, keep them in 
a cool place until the harsher winter 
months, ready to put out, as the 
blackbirds in particular will much 
appreciate them.  Leave the 
seedheads of plants standing for the 
finches to enjoy, rather than cutting 
them down. They also look good 
with frost on them. 

A first for the Garden Club was the 
potato competition held at the 
September meeting (right). The 
potatoes were carefully weighed and 
prizes awarded for the heaviest crop, 
heaviest single potato, the smallest 
crop and the oddest shaped potato. 
The results were varied, all from just 
one potato planted in a sack back in 
the spring.  
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Added to this was 
a wonderful 
display of home 
grown produce all 
beautifully 
arranged (see 

photographs here and on the back 
cover of the magazine). An 
enjoyable evening was had by all. 

 

 

November sees the last of this 
yearôs Garden Club meetings with 
the Annual General Meeting, along 
with a demonstration on Christmas 
wreath making and seasonal 
refreshments.                

Chris Kirk 
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Bryn Offa CE Primary School 
Autumn Term Highlights 
As the leaves begin to fall and the days grow shorter, the 

children at Bryn Offa CE Primary School have been 

enjoying a busy and exciting start to the autumn term. 

 One of the highlights 

 has been our onsite pop-up 

 swimming pool, which has brought 

 the joy of swimming right to our 

 playground! Children from  Reception 

 through to Year 6 have taken part in 

 swimming lessons, developing their 

 skills and confidence in the water. 

 Alongside learning strokes and 

techniques, theyôve also gained 

valuable knowledge about water 

safety, which is essential for life 

beyond the pool. 

Our pupils have also been proudly 

representing the school in football 

and cross-country events, 

competing against other local 

schools. Their enthusiasm, 

sportsmanship, and team spirit have 

been a joy to witness. 

 In our school garden, children 

 have been planting bulbs 

 with care and excitement. We 

 look forward to seeing the 

 fruits of  their labour bloom in 

 the spring, bringing colour and 

 life to our outdoor spaces. 

 Looking ahead, our Year 5 

 and 6 pupils are eagerly 

 anticipating  a trip to the 

 Houses of Parliament. 

Hosted by a member of Helen Morganôs team, the visit will include a 

guided tour and a chance to learn first-hand about our parliamentary 

system and the workings of government. The children will also take in 

some of the iconic sights of our capital city, making it a truly memorable 

experience. 
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We would also love to invite everyone in our community to join us for our 

Christmas Fair on Friday 28th November from 3:30pm to 5:30pm, 

held on site at the school. It promises to be a festive and fun-filled 

afternoon for all ages. If you would like to run a tabletop stall at the 

event, please do get in touch, weôd love to hear from you! All money 

raised will go towards equipment to benefit the children in their 

learning. To get involved or book a stall, please email 

admin@brynoffa.shropshire.sch.uk or call 01691 830 621. 

Finally, we always welcome 

prospective families to come 

and see what makes Bryn Offa 

such a special place to learn and 

grow. If youôd like to arrange a 

visit, please donôt hesitate to 

email or call the school 

office, weôd love to show you 

around. 

 

 

Warm wishes, Celine Keleher,  Headteacher 
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Trefonen WI 
For our October meeting we welcomed 
members and visitors, and 
especially Alison Utting, who, in her 
identity as Miss Katherine Plymley of 
Longner, had kindly visited Trefonen to tell 
us about her fascinating life. 

Alison split her talk into two sections. In the 
first, she explained that she has based her 
script on a real character and gathered her 
material from several boxes 
of Katherineôs journals she found stored in the archives of Shrewsbury 
library, and what a source of fascinating material they turned out to be! 

Katherine was born in 1758 to Rev. Joseph and Mrs Diana Plymley 
of Bank House in the village of Longner, south of Shrewsbury, and lived 
there all her life. Her father was the vicar; her younger brother, also 
called Joseph, would likewise become a minister. Katherine had a much-

loved younger sister, Ann, who 
was often bedbound. Joseph married 
and the household grew by 12 
children, whom Katherine and Ann 
raised when their mother died, 
referring to them as óThe Little 
Peopleô. 

Despite this parochial-sounding 
existence, Katherineôs life was both 
advantaged and fascinating, travelling 
possibly as far as Europe, staying in 
the best of company, loving plays and 
dancing and being fully involved in all 
discussions. She was rich enough 
to buy paper, etc., and indulge her 
passion for nature, developing the 
skill to produce wonderfully detailed 
paintings, such as the one shown on 
the left. 

 
Admiral butterfly from nature, 1804 
K.P. 

 
This was a time of revolutions abroad and rapid industrial developments 
at home. Katherine was acquainted with British inventor and engineer 
Richard Trevithick, whose contributions were significant in developing 
the first high-pressure steam locomotive. an invention she thought of 
as dangerous, dirty and not worth visiting. However, she admired 
Thomas Telfordôs factories in nearby Ironbridge, as they provided   
much-needed employment, though she was taken aback to find this 
involved working on Sundays!  

(Continued on p.40) 
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The Plymley family knew local 
notables such as the Ladies 
of Llangollen; they admired 
Plas Newydd but thought less 
of Attingham House.  

The family were in the 
vanguard of the new and 
rather controversial practice of 
inoculation, but it was a 
meeting with William 
Wilberforce that saw them join 
the fight to abolish slavery, 
which became their lifelong 
passion. They met with 
abolitionist Olaudah Equiano, 
who was taken as a slave at 
11  years old, shipped to the 
Caribbean and sold to a Royal 
Navy officer, and were moved 
by his story. Equiano 
purchased his freedom in 
1766 and went on to write 
óThe Interesting Narrativeô, a 
book that was hugely 
influential in its time.           Katherine Plymley was a supporter  

of this successful campaign  

 

Joseph Plymley travelled extensively, gathering signatures for over 
500 petitions to abolish slavery. The Slave Trade Act of 1807 
outlawed the slave trade in the British Empire, passing by 283 votes 
to 16, and great was the rejoicing in Longner when the Slavery 
Abolition Act of 1833 outlawed slavery altogether, with no opposition 
at all. 

  

Jo thanked Alison for her brilliantly researched and delivered talk, and 
over refreshments Alison took questions and showed cards she had 
produced from Katherineôs artwork, which she sold largely to support 
óHope for Justiceô an organisation that fights against modern-day 
slavery. 

In November we will have a craft evening making Christmas 
decorations. New members and visitors are always welcome. For 
more details, please contact Victoria Gemmell on 07773364992, or 

v.gemmell@hotmail.co.uk 
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